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DELEGATION OF AIR QUALITY 
CONFORMITY CONCURRENCE IN 

MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL AREAS



ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION

Recommend this item to the Executive Committee for 
placement on the September 2026 Board of Directors agenda:

None.

• Delegate authority for making the air quality conformity determinations for Plan 
and TIP amendments proposed by the Erie Regional Planning Commission 
(ERPC) and Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study (AMATS) to the 
Executive Director



BACKGROUND
• MPOs in nonattainment/maintenance areas make air quality conformity 

determinations when amending their current or adopting a new TIP or 
LRTP
• demonstrate that emissions resulting from planned transportation system 

improvements will not exceed an area’s emissions budgets
• ensure progress toward meeting NAAQS

• Conformity is determined on a nonattainment/maintenance area; can be 
multi-jurisdictional

• The Cleveland maintenance area covers Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, 
Lorain, Medina, Portage, and Summit Counties
• NOACA, Erie Regional Planning Commission (ERPC), &  Akron Metropolitan 

Area Transportation Study (AMATS)



CLEVELAND AREA



BACKGROUND
• When one MPO in a multi-jurisdictional nonattainment/maintenance 

area amends its LRTP and/or TIP to include a non-exempt project, all 
the MPOs in the multi-jurisdictional area must make a conformity 
determination on their LRTP and/or TIP

• Non-lead MPO(s) must provide a concurring board resolution that the 
agency’s LRTP and/or TIP are conforming in order to make a collective 
conformity determination for the entire area 

• ODOT and FHWA are recommending that the MPOs that are not 
amending their TIP/LRTP make the necessary conformity 
determination by having the board delegate their authority for making 
the conformity determination for this situation to the Executive Director



NEXT STEPS
Pending approval, NOACA incorporate into its policies as 
appropriate



ACTION

Motion
Second

Discussion
Put the Question

Recommend this item to the Executive Committee for 
placement on the September 2026 Board of Directors agenda:
• Delegate authority for making the air quality conformity determinations for 

Plan and TIP amendments proposed by the Erie Regional Planning 
Commission (ERPC) and Akron Metropolitan Area Transportation Study 
(AMATS) to the Executive Director



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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