
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS REPORT

External Affairs Committee
July 10, 2026



ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION

No action is requested. This item is for presentation and 
discussion.

No previous action.



OVERVIEW
Federal Updates

• BASICS Act
• Reauthorization status
• Passenger rail initiative
• Funding opportunities

State Updates
• Ohio HB 445 to regulate MPOs



FEDERAL UPDATES



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
REAUTHORIZATION

• IIJA/BIL expires September 2026 –
possible extension

• Senate: no text/bill/titles yet
• House: T&I Committee reported its Build 

America 250 (BA250) Act to the floor
• House & Senate leaders continue to 

press for Sept. ‘26 final passage, but 
unlikely 



NOACA REAUTHORIZATION PRIORITIES
• Shift some discretionary funding to formula:

• Maintain access for regions and communities without harming  
state DOT funding

• Stabilize Highway Trust Fund, inclusive of transit funding
• Prioritize asset management over expansion
• Safety, sustainability, and multi-modalism
• Continue funding for passenger rail
• Reduce local match requirements



NOACA BOARD RESOLUTION
• April 10: External Affairs Committee 

discussed resolution of support for the 
BASICS Act (later circulated for approval) to 
support funding for local/regional priorities

• June 26: NOACA Board adopted resolution of 
support – shared with NE Ohio’s 
congressional delegation & partner 
organizations



BUILD AMERICA 250
• Approved by House T&I on May 22

• 5-year $474B (down from IIJA’s $539B) contract 
authority through HTF ($580B total authorized)

• 22% available to locals, consistent with BASICS Act 
(19% formula, up from 16% IIJA)

• Many rail & transit programs require future 
appropriations 

• New fees on EVs to augment (not fix) HTF: $130 
EVs, $35 plug-in hybrids, escalating in future years

• Streamlines environmental reviews and permitting 
for faster project delivery; NEPA reforms



PASSENGER RAIL ADVOCACY
• NOACA creating coalition to support passenger rail initiatives: 

improved existing long-distance service, 3C&D, and Cleveland-Toledo-
Detroit

• June 22: Passenger Rail Forum for Community Leaders



PASSENGER RAIL: NEXT STEPS
• Educate state legislators about passenger rail at upcoming 

meetings
• Seek other groups/forums in NE Ohio for presentations, 

especially geared toward business community & private 
sector

• Organize follow-up events/webinars to continue momentum
• Connect with allies along potential rail routes from Cleveland 
• Continuing prep for Corridor ID NOFO



PROPOSED OMB RULE: IMPROVING 
OVERSIGHT OF FEDERAL GRANTMAKING

• Sweeping proposal to rewrite federal government’s 
management of federal funding: OMB-2026-0034

• Will change how federal transportation funds are awarded, 
administered, delivered, and used
• Formula funds
• Discretionary grants

• Creates uncertainty for funding recipients
• Comments to Federal Register due 7/13/26



OPEN FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES/DUE DATES
• July 15: ODNR’s NatureWorks Program for public outdoor rec areas
• July 23: FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure & Communities (BRIC) 

Program for hazard mitigation projects
• July 24: Homeland Security’s Transit Security Grant Program for security 

enhancements
• July 27: FHWA’s Advanced Transportation Technology & Innovation 

(ATTAIN) Program for advanced transportation& congestion 
management technology deployment

• Various dates: Ohio Public Works Commission funding via each county
• Sept. 30: U.S. Fish & Wildlife’s Coastal Program for habitat restoration



NOACA’S FUNDING RESOURCES WEBPAGE

• Check 
regularly for 
updates

• Link for LOS 
requests

• Link to IIJA 
Strategy



U.S. EPA ANNOUNCES NE OHIO MEETS 
CAA OZONE STANDARD

• U.S. EPA finalized reclassification of NE Ohio to “attainment” for 
ground-level ozone



LEGISLATIVE & FUNDING ISSUESSTATE UPDATES



UPDATE ON MPO LEGISLATION
HB 445 introduced in Ohio Legislature by Rep. Mike Dovilla 
(Berea) and Rep. Brian Stewart (Ashville)
• Prevents any single county from holding a voting majority on an MPO 

board
• Allows Governor to redesignate a county’s MPO affiliation
• Clarifies that MPOs may not issue policies that conflict with state or 

federal law
• Prohibits a chief executive of an MPO from being simultaneously 

employed outside Ohio



HB 445: CONCERNS
• Narrowed to target just 2 MPOs – selective approach
• Federal law strongly supports population-based MPO 

representation
• Governor already has authority to redesignate a county upon 

request
• MPOs currently required to adhere to federal & state 

law/regulations
• Curtails authority of located elected officials



HB 445: HEARINGS
• Proponent hearing on 6/3/26

• 11 written & 2 in-person testimonies in support
• Awaiting date for opponent hearing, likely post-election
• Opponent testimony is welcome – written and/or in-person



HB 445: NEXT STEPS
• Continue to monitor for scheduled hearing date(s)
• Ongoing outreach to sponsors and proponents, seeking 

discussion
• Outreach & education to HB 445 opponents who may wish to 

submit testimony for likely upcoming hearing
• Continued coordination with AMPO, NARC & OARC 
• Continued updates to NOACA Board and stakeholders
• Exploring various options to counter this proposal and uphold 

the important role of all MPOs in Ohio



DISCUSSION



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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