WATER QUALITY PROGRAM UPDATE

Water Quality Subcommittee
June 12, 2026
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ACTION REQUESTED

No action is requested. This item is for information and
discussion.

PREVIOUS ACTION

NOACA staff provides quarterly updates on the Water
Quality Planning Program to the Water Quality
Subcommittee

N




REGIONAL COORDINATION WORK



REGIONAL COORDINATION WORK

West Lake Erie H ful Algal Bl
] ]
HAB) Early Season Projection:
( y J -
(March 1-July 31), and uses a combination of measurements and forecasts of Maumee River discharge from the U.S. Geological Society (USGS)
and the National Weather Service - Ohio River Forecast Center (through July) combined with TBP concentrations measured by the Heidelberg
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L F I rSt S e a S O n P rOJ e Ctl O n B u | | etl n : M ay 7 L) 2 O 2 6 L) w;:%%&%gﬂﬁgﬂg Igg\?tgé)p:ghﬁge:ggﬂ?al bloom severity range of 2-5.5 (likely moderate bloom conditions), similar to the 2022 or

2024 blooms. Through the spring, conditions have been relatively wet, with a particularly high load event in early April.

. The range in forecasted severity reflects the uncertainty in forecasting precipitation from now through July. If high precipitation and associated
ro e Cte - O u t O loads continue, there is a small chance of a bloom up to 5.5, similar to 2010, if precipitation stops and is less than normal through the rest of the
- - spring and early summer, the bloom could be more mild, similar to 2020.
‘We will issue a comprehensive seasonal forecast on June 25. Any bloom that does develop will move throughout the summer due to wind and
currents. We will provide information on the presence and location of the bloom via satellite remote sensing monitoring and forecasts that are

posted daily on the web, and emailed to subscribers weekly, in collaboration with NOAA's Great Lakes Environmental Research Laboratory

« Likely moderate bloom conditions, similar to 2022 or ke

2024 Predicted Bloom Severity Cumulative Total Bioavailable Phosphorus
J it LI 13 I ';, 35 . .

« The range in severity reflects the uncertainty in
precipitation forecasts

 Depends on total bioavailable phosphorus (PBP) | =

2. Cumu\atwe TBP Ipads for the Maumee RweriWaterwIleé

A = i 1 |c:ted bloom severity as compared to previous years. The Each line denotes cumulative load for different years. 2026
u rl n e 0 a I n S e a S O n a rC - u bar is the likely range of severity based on curTent forecast e the solid ing s e measured load 10 Aprl 27 an
un ertalntg.r Mod e bloom). The unl:ertalnt],r in the bloom predmt ioad for the rest of the loading season (thru July)

);
severity forecast is due to unr.ertaml% bloom severity models darker and I'glc er orange shading show, respectively, the Ilkelyr
and the forecast nver flow and TBF loads through the end of July. and possible load rangés for the remainder of the season.

Total Bioavailable Phosphorus Satellite Image - True Color

* Observations through May 30, a severity of 3.0-5.5 is
now predicted |

« Acomprehensive seasonal forecast will be issued e
June 25, 2026 | FE SRt

due to the high flow event in early April.

Western Lake Erie HAB Early Season Projection
Bulletin 1 2026-05-07

Summary: The Western Lake Erie HAB Early Season Projection provides an estimate of potential Microcystis harmful algal bloom (HAB)
severity. The projected severity depends on input of total bioavailable phosphorus (TBP) from the Maumee River during the loading season

I:-
Fig. 3. Total bicavailable phosphorus (TBF) load accumulated from the

Maumee River near Watenville, OH to date. The right axis denotes
TBP load from selected previous years.

For more informaticn visit: coastalsci



2023 WQSP AND “ONE WATER”

PHILOSOPHY




ADVANCING THE “ONE WATER” PHILOSOPHY

Protection
Agency

A public notice has been issued for the draft of the Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System General Permit.

Draft General Permit -OHQO000005

Public Motice Date: June 4, 2026 ' u s t
Comments Due Date: August 4, 2026
Draft Public Notice (PDF)

Draft General Permit Fact Sheet (PDF) I s s u e d
Draft General Permit Redlined Version (PDF)

Draft General Permit Clean Version (PDF)

Written comments may be submitted via Ohio EPA’s Online Comment Portal and will be accepted through August 4, 2026.

N®ACA

Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency
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ADVANCING THE “ONE WATER” PHILOSOPHY
* New permit = OHQO000005

« MCM 1: Public Education/Outreach now requires specific messaging targeting
salt storage, handling, and application

« Permittees are required to address locally detected TMDLs/pollutants, which
now include:

« Nutrients (Phosphorus, Nitrogen, Ammonia); E. Coli/Fecal Coliform;
Bacteria; Dissolved Oxygen and Organic Enrichment; Metals; Total
Suspended Solids (Sediment, Siltation)

* One Water Philosophy Stormwater Management Plan Toolkit
« Assist in fulfilling requirements for Minimal Control Measures (MCM) 1, 2, & 6

« Messaging for small MS4 communities to use, tailored to local TMDLs &
pollutants




“ONE WATER” PHILOSOPHY

« NOACA created a "One Water” logo that
will brand NOACA's water quality planning
work

 NOACA will be updating the Water Quality
webpages

 Identify how to integrate “One Water”
messaging on NOACA's water quality
webpages
« (Water Quality Strategic Plan, Areawide

Water Quality Management, Storm Water
Planning and Watershed Planning)




SEWERSHED PLANNING

Ohio EPA used western Lake Erie sewershed Gl
data to update the state’s Nutrient Mass Balance [RaZgsc

Agency

(NMB) StUdy fOr OhiO,S |V|aj0r Rivers 2024 Nutrient Mass Balance Study for Ohio’s

» Data prepared by TMACOG, now known as Lake |tk
Erie West Regional Council

NMB analyzes annual total nitrogen (N) and total
phosphorus (P) loads by watersheds across Ohio
using three classification of nutrient sources:

e point source loads,
* household sewage treatment systems, and

« nonpoint sources (land uses including urban,
agriculture and natural areas) aslngans sesmentscion




SEWERSHED PLANNING

» Ohio EPA working with USEPAto
explore how to incorporate locally JEISEEET ey
. . EPA developed a national dataset of wastewater sewershed boundaries map that includes nearly 17,000 publicly-owned wastewater treatment works (POTWSs) across the United States. Browse the
map on EPA’s GeoPlatform, download the dat: e bout the techniqu eloped to create sewershed boundaries
derived sewershed datasets Into i e«
the national sewershed online

map 3 . .  ?‘j.;Twmm
A sewershed is the geographic
area from which all the sewers —
flow to a single endpoint
wastewater treatment facility

« Similar to the concept of a
watershed

* epa.gov/cwns/sewersheds?tab=map

Sewersheds

Champior
| Heights.
L

N
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OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP)

EFFORTS




OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP)

Support Water Quality Subcommittee (WQS) & provide quarterly
updates

« Continue to participate in Black & Cuyahoga River Areas of Concern (AOCs):
Advisory Committees

Black River AOC Advisory Committee
« Black River AOC Advisory Committee meeting (May 12, 2026)
 One BUI remains:

Degradation of Benthos — final removal packet will be compiled by July 2026
« Delisting Celebration being planned for Wednesday, May 26th, 2027

Black River De-listing Video Project: 8-10 minute video telling the restoration and
delisting story




OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP)

Cuyahoga River AOC Advisory Committee

« Cuyahoga River AOC Advisory Committee meeting '};g.._:‘,._ﬁ,?_ o
(April 14, 2026) T T TN
« Various Management Action Plans are in design &
construction
« Gorge Dam removal
 Old River Channel sediment clean up and construction
« Wood Creek and Little Cuyahoga fish
« Euclid Creek Spillway

 Four BUIs remain:
« Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Populations
 Degradation of Benthos 4 _
 Restrictions on Navigational Dredging g SN
« Loss of Fish Habitat g

N \\\ ACA

rtheast Ohio




CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK



COORDINATION & FACILITATION

Current & Future Lorain County FPA Negotiations

« LORCO FPA modification request to the Elyria FPA in Carlisle Township (Raintree
Development)

« Lorain County Mega Site
«  NOACA met with the City of Lorain

e City of Vermilion WWTP need for investment
«  NOACA is trying to schedule time to meet with Vermilion (with Ohio EPA)

« Lorain County planning for a new west side WWTP
«  NOACA met with Lorain County and North Ridgeville

« Midview Schools new locker room and concession stand
« NOACA met with Ohio EPA and Midview Schools
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MIDVIEW SCHOOLS

| NOACA 208 Plan Consistency Review

Currently Sewered

Existing WWTP. Grafton Gravity Sewer
E I B iy ° Lines b I Currently Sewered by a Communal System
§ [ LORCO Pump Stations L
. | LORCO Force Main Lorain County Streets Sewers Expected Within 20 Years
| Sewer Line = Midview Local Limited Sewers Expected Within 20 Years
| LORCO Gravity Schools PTI Location \ Areas Served by On-Site Systems
Sewer Lines D Facility Planning Area S —
Lorain County Force P {FFA) ‘E‘-c?undary
A Main Sewer Line o _ . Jurisdictions
Lorain County Gravity Parcels

Sewer Line

. NOACA met with Midview Schools | L
« NOACA met with Ohio EPA "

* Scheduled a meeting between Ohio
EPA and Midview Schools

i coranoe g
Township i =l
N'ACA NOACA makes no representations or warranties

with respect to the accuracy and/or completeness of the
map.
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MIDVIEW SCHOOLS

* According to Ohio EPA, a lateral tie-ins to the existing sewer

from the new concession stand and new field house do not
require a PTI

* Leaving the existing sewer as is (dashed orange conduit on
the drawing) and tying into it as shown with the pink and

green laterals would not require a PTI. Admlnlstratlve Code
(OAC) 3745-42-02(B)(15). E! |




MIDVIEW SCHOOLS

FIELD HOUSE

new field house line




MIDVIEW SCHOOLS

* According to Ohio EPA, rerouting the existing sewer (work
proposed in turquoise) will require a PTI unless it meets the
exemption of Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3745-42-
02(B)(15).

 APTI will require an FPA Modification — potentially result in an
“Island”

« NOACA is waiting to hear
from Midview Schools




FIVE-YEAR COUNTYWIDE FPA UPDATES

County Fiscal Year  Status

« Schedule was changed
due to multiple ongoing
FPA negotiations in
Lorain County

Medina In progress

] Upcoming
Lorain July 2026

Lake Rescheduled

Cuyahoga On schedule

Geauga On schedule



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK

FPA Consistency Reviews & Maps to date (FY)
* Ensured projects are consistent with FPA maps
* Prepared 35 consistency review maps
* Reviewed 123 permits-to-install (PTls)

N




FINANCIAL IMPACTS

Ohio EPA contracts and NOACA'’s local water quality dues
fund this work.

N




NEXT STEPS

NOACA will provide quarterly updates on the Water Quality
Planning Program to the Water Quality Subcommittee.

N
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NOACA

Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency

NOACA will regional cohesion,

existing infrastructure, and a
sustainable multimodal transportation system
to economic development and

quality of life in Northeast Ohio.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Regional Coordination Work
	Regional Coordination Work
	2023 WQSP and “one Water” Philosophy
	Advancing the “One Water” Philosophy
	Advancing the “One Water” Philosophy
	“One Water” Philosophy
	Sewershed Planning
	Sewershed Planning
	OverAll Work Program (OWP) Efforts
	overall work Program (OWP)
	overall work Program (OWP)
	Clean Water 2020 Work
	Coordination & Facilitation
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Midview Schools
	Midview Schools
	Five-Year Countywide FPA Updates 
	Clean Water 2020 Work
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25

