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ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION
No previous action. 

No action is requested at this time. This presentation is for 
information only.



BACKGROUND
NOACA tracks & provides regular updates on Northeast 
Ohio’s air quality
• Publishes annual Air Quality Trends report
• 2025 Air Quality Trends Report published April 2026
• Provides updates on region’s status for National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards (NAAQS)
Air quality continued to improve overall in the region
• Concentrations of all pollutants continue to decline, though there is 

year-to-year variation
• Pollutant concentrations returned to normal following the 2023 

Canadian Wildfires

https://www.noaca.org/home/showpublisheddocument/34455/639119268710430000
https://www.noaca.org/home/showpublisheddocument/34455/639119268710430000


PM2.5  NAAQS UPDATE 
• March 6, 2024 – US EPA published final rule on the primary annual 

PM2.5 NAAQS in the Federal Register (May 6, 2024)
• Strengthen 2012 primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS from 12 µg/m3 to

9 µg/m3

• February 7, 2025 – Ohio EPA recommends designating Cuyahoga 
County as nonattainment – does not recommend including any 
contributing counties (2021-2023 air quality data) 

• U.S. EPA plans on reconsidering the 2024 primary annual PM2.5 
revised NAAQS



MAXIMUM THREE-YEAR ROLLING AVERAGES FOR 
ANNUAL PM2.5 NAAQS (2012-2024)



NUMBER OF PM2.5 EXCEEDANCE DAYS 
(2014-2024) 



O3 NAAQS HISTORY



ROLLING THREE-YEAR O3 AVERAGES FOR 
NORTHEAST OHIO (2004-2025)



BACKGROUND



REGIONAL AQ SUCCESS STORY
State, Regional, and Local Collaboration
Coordinated efforts among: 
• U.S. and Ohio EPA
• Local governments, agencies, and 

stakeholders 
Federal Air Quality Programs
• Acid Rain Program (ARP) 
• Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR)
• Tier 2 Motor Vehicle Emissions Standards  





NOACA’S ROLE
NOACA Programs and Planning 
Initiatives
• Long range transportation planning 
• Air quality conformity analysis
• Congestion mitigation and air quality 

improvement (CMAQ) program
• Multimodal transportation options
• EV charging stations 





NEXT STEPS
• Continue to monitor O3 and PM2.5 levels in Northeast Ohio 

and collaborate with regional partners
• Update Air Quality Subcommittee on changes to 2024 

primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS
• Publish 2026 Air Quality Trends Report in 2027



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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