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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Air Quality Subcommittee Members 
Samuel J. Alai, Mayor, City of Broadview Heights 
Ben Capelle, Chief Executive Officer, Laketran 
Corey Czinger, Environmental Specialist, ODOT District 12 
Maribeth Feke, Director of Programming and Planning, GCRTA 
Tim Fischer, Manager of the Division of Air Pollution Control, Northeast District Office, 
   Ohio EPA 
Nicholas J. Gorris, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Geauga County 
Chris Kosman, Trustee, York Township, Medina County 
Bert Mechenbier, Air Pollution Control Supervisor, Lake County General Health 
   District 
Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County 
Sam Rubens, Administrator, ARAQMD 
Bryan Sokolowski, Chief of Air Monitoring, Division of Air Quality, Cleveland 
  Department of Public Health 

FROM: David Hearne, Chair 
Commissioner, Division of Air Quality, Cleveland Department of Public Health 

DATE: June 5, 2026 

RE: Air Quality Subcommittee 

Attached please find materials for the Air Quality Subcommittee meeting on Friday, June 12, 
2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at NOACA’s Offices, 1299 Superior Avenue, Cleveland, 
Ohio.  



Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency 
Friday, June 12, 2026 

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

The public can view the meeting live at: https://youtube.com/live/HAuBKhcnN3w?feature=share 
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1. Call to Order
a. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Minutes of March 20, 2026, Meeting

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items

4. Chair’s/Executive Director’s Report

5. Action Items
a. State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2026-2029 Statewide Transportation Performance Emissions 

Reduction Targets

6. Presentation/Discussion Items
a. Future Action
b. Information

i. Long-Term Air Quality Trends
ii. 2025 Air Quality Trends Report
iii. Calendar Year (CY) 2026 Air Quality Forecast Accuracy (through May 31)
iv. Air Quality Outreach and Education Programs
v. Gohio Commute Update and Performance Metrics

7. Reports/Updates

8. Old Business

9. New Business

10. Adjourn

Next Meeting: Friday, September 25, 2026, 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
NOACA Offices, 1299 Superior Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 

https://youtube.com/live/HAuBKhcnN3w?feature=share


 

 
 

NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee  
Meeting Minutes 
March 20, 2026 
NOACA Offices 

1299 Superior Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 
 
 
Present: Please see the attached attendance record. 
 
Mr. David Hearne, Chair of Air Quality Subcommittee, convened the meeting at 9:03 a.m. 
 
New members introduced themselves. 
 
Meeting Minutes 
Mr. John Gall made a motion to approve the December 19, 2025, meeting minutes. Mr. Sam 
Rubens seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items 
No public comment was made at this meeting.  
 
Executive Director’s Report 
No report was presented at this meeting. 
 
Announcement 
Ms. Liz Barlik stated that NOACA’s Board meeting schedule had changed due to conflicts, 
affecting subsequent meetings. As a result, the following changes were made to the Air Quality 
Subcommittee meetings: 

• The meeting originally scheduled for June 26, 2026, is now scheduled for June 12, 2026. 
• The meeting originally scheduled for September 18, 2026, is now scheduled for 

September 25, 2026. 
 
Action Items 
No action items were presented at this meeting.  
 
Presentation /Discussion Items 
 
Calendar Year (CY) 2026 Subcommittee Focus Areas 
Ms. Sarah Mulligan presented information on the purpose and functions of the Air Quality 
Subcommittee, 2025 Focus Areas, and the following 2026 Focus Areas: 
 

2026 Focus Areas Status 
Regional Climate Action Planning Ongoing 
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Air Quality Education and Outreach Program Implementation Ongoing 
Mobile Emissions Reduction Efforts (Gohio Commute & Vanpool, air 
quality awareness programs) 

Ongoing 

2026 CMAQ Applications Ongoing 
 
Ms. Mulligan stated that meeting agendas and materials will be crafted to accomplish the 
identified focus areas for the Subcommittee. 
 
NOACA Air Quality Program Update 
Ms. Ashleigh Dennis presented the following information: 

• Air Quality Awareness Week: May 4-8, 2026 
• Air Quality Forecasting 
• Air Quality Trends Report Update 
• 2025 Air Quality Trends Report – April 2026 
• Commuter Choice Awards – Program will Sunset 
• Lego Air Sensor Workshop 

 
Ms. Dennis stated that NOACA will maintain its commitment to proactive air quality management, 
public education, and regional collaboration to achieve healthier air for all residents, and will 
provide quarterly updates to the Air Quality Subcommittee. 
 
Mr. Hearne said that when his team at the City of Cleveland’s Division of Air Quality ran Lego 
workshops in schools and at the Science Museum, they encouraged students to think, 
experiment, and learn through trial and error while creating their own science projects. Instead of 
just giving instructions, the Legos made air quality sampling fun and engaging. 
 
Mr. Gall said he loved the Lego idea and asked Ms. Dennis if she could prepare a display for the 
Air Quality Subcommittee at the next meeting. He suggested the Subcommittee could develop 
and build one at the meeting so everyone could see it, noting that seeing it in person would be 
more effective than simply hearing about it. 
 
Director Gallucci said it would be even better if the Air Quality Subcommittee members could help 
build it. 
 
Mr. Gall said he would be happy to spend that time building it and noted that members could 
arrive early to begin assembling it using the instructions. 
 
Mr. Gall said that Ms. Dennis mentioned earlier in the presentation about Air Quality Awareness 
Week that the air quality standards had changed. He then asked whether, by moving to this new 
standard, the Cleveland area would fail to meet attainment. 
 
Mr. Hearne explained that if the lower fine particulate standards are fully enacted, there is some 
debate over whether that standard will remain. For the Cleveland area, they would not be in 
attainment under the new standard. He added that there is also potential for discussion regarding 
the lower ozone standard. 
 
Mr. Rubens said that the hard part is that, historically, the standards for ozone were much higher. 
Long ago, the 1-hour standard was 125 parts per billion, and there were many exceedances. Over 
time, progress has been made; although the area is still non-attainment, it is much closer than it 
could have been. He noted that in the summer of 1988, Summit County had 13 exceedances of 
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the 125-hour standard, and such levels haven’t occurred in the state in 20 years. He explained 
that gradually lowering (“ratcheting down”) the standards has allowed the region to improve. If the 
standard had suddenly been set at 70 parts per billion, the area would not have come close to 
attainment. While some areas may still exceed the limits, much of the region is attainable under 
the 9 µg/m³ PM2.5 standard. 
 
Mr. Gall asked Mr. Rubens what additional work would be needed to reach attainment as 
standards become more stringent and areas move into non-attainment. He compared it to football, 
noting that once you’re in the red zone, it’s hard to find a way to score if the goal keeps moving. 
 
Mr. Rubens said it is a challenge and has historically been a major one. He added that it drives 
innovation because people are forced to develop new, creative solutions, which are usually 
incremental rather than monumental. 
 
Mr. Sokolowski said that when a non-attainment designation is made, it triggers timelines requiring 
the state to take specific actions. One of these actions is to create a State Implementation Plan, 
which outlines how the state will achieve attainment. The plan involves identifying PM2.5 reductions 
that can be made, examining areas where monitors are exceeding the standard, and evaluating 
potential sources in those areas to determine where reductions are possible. 
 
Mr. Gall said he appreciates the explanations. He noted that he sits among subject matter 
specialists and is not one himself, so the discussions help ensure everyone understands air 
quality standards and the role of the Subcommittee. He expressed his appreciation for the 
comments. 
 
Mr. Hearne said they appreciate hearing all the perspectives offered and thanked everyone. 
 
Gohio Commute Outreach and Performance Measures 
Ms. Dennis noted that some new members had requested a more in-depth discussion about 
Gohio Commute, a rideshare platform used throughout Ohio. 
 
Ms. Dennis stated that staff developed performance measures to track the progress of Gohio 
Commute across four categories: user metrics, systemwide performance metrics, platform 
administration and enhancement metrics, and outreach and promotion metrics. 
 
Ms. Dennis presented the following information: 

• User and Systemwide Metrics 
o Users: 8,275/34% 
o Non-SOV Trips: 184,783/52% 
o VMT Avoided: 1,881,454/49% 
o CO2 Avoided (t): 746/63% 
o $ Saved: $1,220,668/64% 

• Platform Administration and Enhancement Metrics 
o Northeast Ohio Loves Transit Challenge February 1-28, 2026 
o Promoted through social media, the NOACA website, and TV and radio ads 
o Weekly and grand prize winners 
o Sponsors: Bike Cleveland, GCRTA, and Laketran 
o 60 Participants (27%) 
o 1,347 trips (46%) 
o 10,679.2 miles (47%) 
o $6,000 commuter savings (62%) 
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o 3.7 tons CO2  (32%) 
o 84,000 calories (29%) 

• Outreach and Promotion Metrics 
o Gohio Commute Office Hours 

 
Ms. Dennis reported that NOACA’s annual budget for the Gohio Commute platform is $10,000. 
Staff will provide quarterly performance updates to the Subcommittee. 
 
Mr. Gall thanked Ms. Dennis, noting that the usage and numbers for Gohio Commute are 
impressive. He expressed appreciation for her hard work in promoting the program and said the 
marketing appears effective. He encouraged continuing efforts so that the trend remains upward. 
 
Ms. Dennis thanked Mr. Gall and explained that part of NOACA’s new focus involves sunsetting 
the Commuter Choice Awards and refocusing on TDM, working with employers to better utilize 
the program in the workplace. She also thanked everyone who uses Gohio Commute, noting that 
their participation is why the numbers are growing. 
 
Ms. Maribeth Feke asked Ms. Dennis whether the increase in numbers was due to NOACA’s 
outreach and better use of its customer information system. 
 
Ms. Dennis said she did not think it was just one factor. She attributed it to the work of NOACA’s 
Public Affairs Division, which handles radio and TV ads and event promotions, such as at the 
Chargers game, combined with outreach within the platform to encourage trip logging. She noted 
that these efforts together are helping demonstrate the impact of Gohio Commute. 
 
NOACA Vanpool Program Update 
Mr. Adam Allen presented the following information: 

• Background on the NOACA Vanpool Program 
• 2025 Air Quality Impacts 
• 2025 Vanpools per Month 
• 2026 Vanpool Statistics 
• 2026 Vanpool Employer Map 

 
Mr. Allen said staff will continue managing the program through coordination with Commute with 
Enterprise (CWE) and increased outreach to major employers and regional employment centers. 
 
Mr. Sokolowski noted that the 3-year subsidy for vanpools ends after that period and asked why 
it would go away. He emphasized that the goal of the program is to encourage more vanpools. 
 
Mr. Allen explained that the 3-year limit in the CMAQ guidelines allows funding for vanpools 
through this federal program for only three years. 
 
Mr. Sokolowski asked if NOACA could petition to extend or change the subsidy. 
 
Director Gallucci said that it is not possible. 
 
Mr. Sokolowski said it is unfortunate that efforts are made to invest in these initiatives, and 
although they are successful, participation often drops off when the subsidies end. 
 
NOACA’s Air Quality Forecasting Update 
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Ms. Mulligan presented the following information: 
• Background on NOACA’s Daily Forecasts 
• About the Model 
• Regional Air Quality Forecasting Process Updates 
• NOAA Collaboration on Model Performance 
• NOACA Forecast Performance for 2026 (PM2.5) 

o PM2.5 GOOD/MODERATE THRESHOLD (9 µg/m3): Correct = 76% 
o PM2.5 MODERATE/UNHEALTHY THRESHOLD (35 µg/m3): Correct = 100% 

• NOACA and NOAA Forecast Performance for 2026 (PM2.5) 
o NOACA: 9 µg/m3 (76%), 35 µg/m3(100%) 
o NOAA 12Z (M/B): 9 µg/m3  (76/73)%, 35 µg/m3 (100/100)% 

• NOACA and NOAA Forecast Performance for 2026 (O3) 
o NOACA: 50 ppb (100%), 70 ppb (100%) 
o NOAA 12Z (M/B): 50 ppb (100/100)%, 70 ppb (100/100)% 

 
Ms. Mulligan stated that staff will meet with regional stakeholders and work to streamline advisory 
protocols by simplifying issuance workflows to enable earlier and clearer communication with 
regional residents. Staff will also track forecast performance for ozone and fine particulate matter 
from NOACA and NOAA, and provide an update to the Air Quality Subcommittee in June 2026. 
 
Mr. Hearne said he appreciated NOACA's renewed emphasis on forecasting and the opportunity 
to reset and improve service. He thanked Mr. Rubens and the other people mentioned by 
Ms. Mulligan. 
 
Mr. Gall said that, as Mr. Rubens noted, moving the goalpost drives innovation. He asked about 
the cost and when it becomes not viable to continue changing the goal. 
 
Director Gallucci said the point about goalposts is valid. She noted NOACA is not responsible for 
setting them; that is EPA’s role. Progress should be viewed both with and without the goalposts 
shifting. 
 
Mr. Gall said globally over $16 trillion has been spent without lowering temperatures. He 
questioned resource use, the meaning of the net-zero goal, and economic impacts, citing the 
United Kingdom. He noted NOACA is a small part of the effort but wanted to raise the issue for 
discussion. 
 
Director Gallucci said she appreciated Mr. Gall’s thoughts and emphasized the importance of 
evaluating NOACA’s work using cost-benefit analysis. While NOACA cannot control global 
actions, it can influence the behaviors it executes or supports and focus on areas with measurable 
local impact. She cited a Swiss report identifying climate actions with high returns, such as 
measures that reduce storm damage and lower insurance costs. Director Gallucci suggested 
reviewing what NOACA can do, what it is currently doing, and how these actions produce micro-
level impacts. She stressed that even small changes matter and that discussions on the cost and 
effectiveness of these actions are important. 
 
Mr. Hearne thanked everyone for their insights and comments. 
 
Reports/Updates 
No reports/updates were presented at this meeting. 
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Old Business 
No old business was discussed at this meeting. 
 
New Business 
No new business was discussed at this meeting.  
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Sokolowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 a.m. Mr. Ben Capelle seconded 
the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
The Air Quality Subcommittee will hold its next meeting Friday, June 12, 2026, 9:00 – 10:30 a.m., 
at the NOACA offices. 
 
Note: Additional information on the agenda items can be found on NOACA’s website and 
YouTube channel. 
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Air Quality Subcommittee 
2026 Attendance Record 

 
Meeting Dates 3/20/26 6/12/26 9/25/26 12/18/26 

ALAI, Samuel J. 
(David Schroedel, Alternate) 
(Joe Mandato, Alternate on 3/20/26) 

A 
   

CAPELLE, Ben 
(Brian J. Falkowski, Alternate) X 

   

CZINGER, Corey 
(Megan Romanchok, Alternate) X 

   

FEKE, Maribeth 
(Samantha Metcalf, Alternate) X 

   

FISCHER, Tim 
(Corey Kurjian, Alternate) A 

   

GORRIS, Nick J. 
(James Dvorak, Alternate) X 

   

HEARNE, David G. 
(Christina Yoka, Alternate) X 

   

KOSMAN, Chris 
(Bruce Christopher, Alternate) X 

   

MECHENBIER, Bert 
(Alternate: Not Designated)  

   

RIDDELL, Jeff 
(John Gall, Alternate) A 

   

RUBENS, Sam 
(Julie Brown, Alternate) X 

   

SOKOLOWSKI, Bryan 
(David Salem, Alternate) X 

   

X = Member present A = Alternate present 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM  

TO: NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: June 5, 2026 
RE: State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2026-2029 Statewide Transportation Performance 

Emissions Reduction Targets 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Air Quality Subcommittee is asked to recommend this item to the Planning and Programming 
Committee for placement on the Board of Directors September 2026 meeting agenda. Specifically, this 
item recommends the Board’s adoption of proportional emissions reduction targets as described in the 
State Fiscal Year 2026-2029 Statewide Transportation Performance Targets.  

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION 
Performance measures target setting is the use of baseline data, strategies, resource constraints, and 
forecasting tools to collaboratively establish a quantifiable level of performance an agency plans to 
achieve within a specific time frame. Targets make the link between investment decisions and 
performance expectations transparent across all stakeholders.  

The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and Ohio MPOs (Metropolitan Planning Organizations) 
must establish quantifiable transportation performance targets for the following federally required 
categories and measures: 

• Infrastructure Condition
o Pavement Condition (Interstate and Non-Interstate National Highway System (NHS)
o Bridge Condition (NHS)

• Travel Time Reliability
o Travel time reliability (Interstate and Non-Interstate NHS)
o Truck travel time reliability (Interstate)

• Total Emissions reductions (Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) projects)
• Traffic Congestion (NHS in large urban areas)

o Annual Hours of Peak Hour Excessive Delay (PHED) per capita
o Percent of Non-Single Occupancy Vehicle (SOV) Travel

The following table lists the ODOT-proposed statewide targets for emissions reductions for 2- and 4-
year intervals.   

NOACA’s Board of Directors may elect to adopt all or a portion of these statewide targets and/or 
propose modified targets for the agency’s planning area. NOACA is recommending adopting the 
proportioned statewide emissions targets.  
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Proposed Targets  

Total Emissions Reductions ODOT 2-Year Target 
(2027) 

ODOT 4-Year 
Target (2029) 

PM2.5 (kg/day) 7.435 14.870 
NOx (kg/day) 68.000 136.000 
VOC (kg/day) 63.000 126.000 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact.  

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Pending Board approval, targets will be incorporated into the NOACA long-range transportation plan 
and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to guide planning and programming efforts toward 
achievement.    
 
GG:EB:SM:KK 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM  

TO: NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: June 5, 2026 
RE: Long-Term Air Quality Trends Report 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action required. This item is for information and presentation only. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
The Akron Regional Air Quality Management District (ARAQMD), in collaboration with NOACA, is 
conducting a reassessment of ambient air quality conditions in Northeast Ohio to determine the 
continued adequacy of forecasting protocols for fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and eight-hour ground-
level ozone (ozone). This effort is driven by the substantial improvements in regional air quality observed 
since the protocols were first established in 2009. ARAQMD conducted an analysis of air quality trend 
data from 2009-2025, building on an earlier study beginning in 2000. A summary of the findings is as 
follows: 

Fine Particulate Matter Key Findings 

General Conditions 

Annual average PM2.5 concentrations across the region decreased by 8.3 µg/m3 over the 26-year study 
period (2000-2025). Beyond the steady decline, findings also include a in temporary spike in 2023 
attributable to the Canadian wildfires, and a noticeable dip from 2015–2016 and again in 2020, the later 
attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

The National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for PM2.5 was lowered to 9.0 µg/m3 in 2024. While 
the region broadly meets this standard, a few individual sites have average readings marginally higher. 

Weekday versus Weekend Variations 

An earlier ARAQMD study from 2005-2009 found weekday concentrations were elevated compared to 
those measured over weekends. From 2009–2025, data show this pattern to have largely disappeared, 
with all days of the week now averaging between 9.4 and 9.78.3 µg/m3. 
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Frequency of Exceedance Days 

The frequency of days where more than three monitors exceeded the established exceedance threshold 
of 30 µg/m3 has decreased. From 2000–2008, there were 38 events compared to only 2 events from 
2009–2025.  

Ozone Key Findings 

Unlike PM2.5, overall ozone concentrations have not declined significantly. However, the number of 
exceedance days (over 70 parts per billion (ppb)) occurred earlier in the study period, while moderate 
days (over 60 ppb) have become more frequent in recent years.  

Geographic Variability 

The study found that downwind counties (Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Lake) experienced more 
than twice the number of exceedance days compared to upwind counties (Lorin, Medina, Portage, and 
Summit), confirming the original study’s assertion about regional transport of ozone precursors. 

Meteorological Commonalities  

Additionally, exceedance days in the later period (2013–2025) shared a few common characteristics: 
average maximum temperature was above 870 F, wind speed of 8 mph from the southeast, and little to 
no precipitation.  

Results 

As a result of this study, NOACA is evaluating inputs to the air quality forecasting model need updating. 
This may include: lowering the PM2.5 base concentration in the forecasting formula from 11.8 µg/m3 to 
reflect the current ambient concentrations, conducting a new CART analysis on meteorological 
variables to recalibrate the PM2.5 forecast modifiers, exploring whether monitoring PM2.5 days exceeding 
25 (rather than 30) offers improved forecast utility given lower ambient levels, and investigating 
meteorological commonalities in the 10 instances of consecutive high ozone days. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact.  

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will work with the Ohio EPA and US EPA to determine how forecasting updates will affect 
Northeast Ohio. Staff will continue to update the Subcommittee as necessary. 

GG:EB:SM  
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM  

TO: NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: June 5, 2026 
RE: 2025 Air Quality Trends Report 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action required. This item is for information and presentation only. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
In its role as the air quality planning agency for Northeast Ohio, NOACA tracks and provides an annual 
update on the region’s air quality trends and its status for the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS). NOACA published the 2025 Air Quality Trends Report (CY2024 data) in April 2026.  

Air quality continues to improve in Northeast Ohio. Below is a list of relevant updates to the NAAQS 
status and air quality trends for the two criteria air pollutants for those portions of Northeast Ohio that 
remain or were recently in nonattainment: 

• Ground-level ozone (O3): On May 14, 2026, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
published a final rule in the Federal Register confirming that the Cleveland, Ohio nonattainment
area (Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage, and Summit counties) achieved
attainment of the 2015 ozone NAAQS based on certified 2023–2025 monitoring data (91 FR
27211). This determination relies upon the “Exceptional Events” request submitted by the Ohio
EPA on December 8, 2025, which was approved by the EPA on January 12, 2026. Under EPA’s
Clean Data Policy, this determination is commonly referred to as a clean data determination
(CDD).

EPA’s issuance of a CDD for the Cleveland ozone nonattainment area suspends the
requirement for the area to submit attainment demonstrations, associated Reasonably Available
Control Measures (RACM), Reasonable Further Progress (RFP) plans, contingency measures,
and other attainment-related State Implementation Plan (SIP) requirements for the 2015 ozone
NAAQS, for as long as the area continues to maintain attainment of the standard.

Although the region achieved attainment based on the 2023–2025 design period, Cuyahoga
and Lake County both recorded ozone concentrations that exceeded the NAAQS of 70 parts
per billion (ppb) in 2024. The fourth-highest eight-hour maximum O3 level in Northeast Ohio
during 2024 occurred in Cuyahoga County: 72 parts per billion (ppb). As a result, the three-year
O3 value for Cuyahoga County during 2022-2024 was 73 ppb (Attachment 1). The three-year O3 
value for Lake County was also 73 ppb. Northeast Ohio experienced nine (9) days during which
O3 levels exceeded the 70 ppb NAAQS in 2024, consistent with the number of exceedance days
recorded in 2023.
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• Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5): Cuyahoga and Lorain Counties were designated as 

maintenance areas on April 12, 2019 (84 FR 14881). On February 7, 2024, the U.S. EPA 
strengthened the primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS from 12 µg/m3 to 9 µg/m3, while retaining the 
primary and secondary 24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS. The U.S. EPA planned to issue guidance on area 
designations by February 2026, but these designations are still pending. States must develop 
and submit attainment plans for areas that do not meet the revised primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS 
within 18 months of the EPA’s final designations. These designations will be based on the PM2.5 
values during 2022-2024.  
 
The highest monitored concentration in Northeast Ohio during 2024 occurred in Cuyahoga 
County. The primary annual PM2.5 value for Cuyahoga County was 11.5 micrograms per cubic 
meter (µg/m3), down from 13.5 µg/m3 in 2023. Based on 2022-2024 PM2.5 values, the most 
recent years for which there is certified data, Cuyahoga County would be the only area in 
Northeast Ohio in nonattainment with a value of 12 µg/m3 (Attachment 2). 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact.  

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will work with the Ohio EPA and US EPA to determine how these updates will affect 
Northeast Ohio. Staff will continue to update the Subcommittee, as necessary. 

GG:EB:KK 

Attachment 1: Three-Year Average, Eight-Hour O3 Readings (ppb) in Northeast Ohio (2012-2024) 

Attachment 2: Maximum Three-Year Rolling Averages for Annual PM2.5 NAAQS (2012-2024) 
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Attachment 1: Three-Year Average, Eight-Hour O3 Readings (ppb) in Northeast Ohio (2012-2024) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Attachment 2: Maximum Three-Year Rolling Averages for Annual PM2.5 NAAQS (2010-2022)1 

   

 
1 Attachment 2 depicts the data only from the highest value monitor in each county, for each year. The dashed 
black line represents the 2024 primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS, while the grey dashed line represents the 2013 
primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS.  

 
2012
-
2014 

2013
- 
2015 

2014
- 
2016 

2015
- 
2017 

2016
- 
2018 

2017
- 
2019 

2018
-
2020 

2019
-
2021 

2020
-
2022 

2021
- 
2023 

2022
- 
2024 

Ashtabula 72 69 70 70 70 69 66 66 67 70 70 
Cuyahoga 75 69 69 69 70 70 71 71 72 73 73 
Geauga 70 67 71 73 74 70 70 67 65 66 65 
Lake 78 73 75 74 75 73 74 73 74 74 73 
Lorain 69 63 66 66 68 64 62 59 60 62 63 
Medina 67 64 64 64 65 61 61 61 65 68 68 
Portage 64 61 61 63 64 63 63 63 67 69 69 
Summit 62 61 61 64 65 67 66 65 65 69 70 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM  

TO: NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: June 12, 2026 
RE: Calendar Year (CY) 2026 Air Quality Forecast Accuracy (through May 31) 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action requested. This item is for information and presentation only. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
Each year, NOACA forecasts daily peak eight-hour ground-level ozone concentrations and fine 
particulate matter concentrations. In 2026, daily forecasts for ozone began on March 1 and will conclude 
on October 31. Daily forecasts for fine particulate matter continue year-round. NOACA submits daily air 
quality forecasts through AirNowTech, in affiliation with the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA). 

AirNowTech verification statistics show NOACA model categorical forecasts of fine particulate matter 
for calendar year (CY) 2026 (through May 31) were more accurate than the NOAA model runs against 
the Good/Moderate threshold (12.5 µg/m3). Against the Good/Moderate threshold, NOACA’s model 
predicted fine particulate matter levels with 74% accuracy versus 68% accuracy for the NOAA 12Z 
standard model runs and 72% accuracy for the 12Z bias-corrected model runs. Against the 
Moderate/Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups (USG) threshold (35 µg/m3), both NOACA’s model and all 
NOAA model runs predicted fine particulate matter levels with 100% accuracy. There have been zero 
(0) exceedances in CY 2026 through May 31.

AirNowTech verification statistics show NOACA’s model categorical forecasts of ozone were slightly 
less accurate than the NOAA 12Z standard model runs against the Good/Moderate threshold (50 ppb) 
and slightly more accurate than the 12Z biased-corrected model runs. Against the Good/Moderate 
threshold, NOACA’s model predicted ozone levels with 85% accuracy compared to 86% accuracy for 
the NOAA 12Z standard model runs and 84% accuracy for the NOAA 12Z bias-corrected model runs. 
Against the Moderate/USG threshold (70 ppb), both NOACA’s model and all NOAA model runs 
predicted ozone levels with 100% accuracy. There have been zero (0) exceedances in CY2026 through 
May 31. 

NOACA’s model will provide NOAA personnel with forecast verification statistics on NOAA model 
performance throughout the 2026 ozone season (March 1-October 31). NOACA’s model will also 
monitor its own forecast performance and collaborate with others to improve.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 
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CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 

NOACA will provide quarterly updates to the Air Quality Subcommittee. 

GG:EB:SM:KK 

16



NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM  

TO: NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: June 5, 2026 
RE: Air Quality Outreach and Education Programs 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action is requested. This item is for information and presentation. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
NOACA administers a comprehensive set of air quality programs designed to inform and engage the 
community about the region’s air quality challenges and the linkages among air quality, transportation, 
land use, and public health. NOACA also aims to empower residents, partners, and stakeholders across 
the region to take actions that improve public health and environmental outcomes, particularly through 
increased use of alternative transportation modes. 

• Air Quality Awareness Week
o During Air Quality Awareness Week, held May 4–8, NOACA encouraged residents to take

simple steps toward improving regional air quality. Through social media campaigns,
NOACA reminded constituents to consider alternative modes of transportation, such as
public transit, carpooling, biking, walking, or telecommuting, and to sign up for air quality
advisories through AirNow.gov to stay informed about local air conditions.

• Bike Month
o NOACA celebrates annual Bike Month through external messaging and our Gohio Commute

CAR(bon) Free Challenge. Residents are encouraged to explore the many benefits of
bicycling for transportation, recreation, and wellness. Whether it’s local rides, active
transportation events, or bicycle-friendly commuting opportunities, the goal is to support
safer and more connected communities.

• Air Quality Forecasting
o From March through October, NOACA conducts its annual ozone season forecasting.

Ground-level ozone forms more readily during warmer months when sunlight and heat
interact with emissions from vehicles, industry, and other sources. Throughout ozone
season, NOACA monitors daily air quality forecasts and issues public advisories when
elevated ozone levels are expected. These alerts encourage voluntary actions to reduce
emissions, including carpooling, using public transit, refueling vehicles in the evening, and
postponing the use of gasoline-powered lawn equipment. By increasing public awareness
and promoting behavior changes during high-risk days, the program helps reduce peak
pollution levels and protect community health.
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• LEGO Air Sensor Workshop 
o NOACA continues to advance its outreach efforts with environmental education through 

hands-on LEGO Air Sensor Workshop. This interactive program will introduce students to 
the fundamentals of air quality monitoring and data collection. Using LEGO-based air sensor 
kits, participants build devices to measure particulate matter. The workshop will foster 
interest in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) while deepening 
understanding of local environmental conditions. This initiative supports NOACA’s broader 
goal of cultivating informed residents who are equipped to contribute to long-term air quality 
solutions. 

Together, these programs demonstrate NOACA’s commitment to proactive air quality management, 
public education, and regional collaboration aimed at achieving healthier air for all residents. NOACA 
staff will present these programmatic updates to the Air Quality Subcommittee for awareness and 
information.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will continue to update the Subcommittee on air quality programs. 

GG:EB:SM:AD 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM  

TO: NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: June 5, 2026 
RE: Gohio Commute Update and Performance Metrics 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action is requested. This item is for information and presentation. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
As part of its air quality responsibilities, NOACA educates the community about the region’s air quality 
challenges and the linkages among air quality, transportation, land use, and public health. NOACA 
empowers individuals and organizations to improve air quality, particularly through increased use of 
alternative transportation modes.  

In partnership with the six (6) other largest metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in Ohio, NOACA 
manages Gohio Commute, a multi-regional transportation demand management (TDM) platform. Gohio 
Commute, launched in April 2017, serves as a one-stop-shop trip planner for the NOACA region, with 
connectivity throughout Ohio. This interactive platform gives users the information they need to make 
choices that help save money, elevate health, and improve air quality.  

NOACA has worked to engage businesses, local governments, colleges, and other organizations to 
create their own subsites through the platform. These subsites enable organizations to offer their 
employees (or students) targeted incentives to choose healthier, more efficient modes of transportation. 

To evaluate the success of Gohio Commute, NOACA staff have developed a set of performance 
measures, which are tracked on a regular basis. These performance measures fall within four 
categories: 

1. User Metrics (e.g., registered users, logged trips)
2. Outreach and Promotion Metrics (e.g., Gohio Commute workshops, subsites created)
3. Systemwide Performance Metrics (e.g., non-drive alone trips, carbon dioxide (CO2) saved)
4. Platform Administration and Enhancement Metrics (e.g., map layers, events created)

Performance Period: February 1 – April 30, 2026: 
• 81 new users from the NOACA region compared to 68 for same period in 2025
• 3,580 trips logged compared to 2,950 for same period in 2025
• More than $16,000 saved in calculated commute costs
• More than 10 tons of CO2 emissions avoided
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Performance since 2017 for NOACA region: 
• 8,328 registered users (5,020 active accounts) 
• 187,485 alternative mode trips 
• 115 subnetworks representing 78 different organizations 
• Users created 52 challenges, 57 incentives, and 186 events 
• More than $1,230,000 saved in calculated commuter costs and 754 tons of CO2 emissions 

avoided 
 

Staff will present the metrics above as well as provide updates to the platform. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
NOACA’s current annual budget for the Gohio Commute platform is $10,000. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will continue to promote Gohio Commute to interested organizations and continue to work 
with RideAmigos, the Gohio Commute platform vendor, to make additions/improvements to the user 
experience. Staff will also provide quarterly updates to the subcommittee. 

GG:EB:SM:AD 
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01-14-2026 

 
 

TRAVEL OPTIONS FOR NOACA MEETINGS 
 
 
LOCATION 
NOACA is conveniently located in Cleveland’s central business district at 1299 Superior Avenue, on 
the NW corner of Superior and E. 13th Street. 
 
TRANSIT & BICYCLE TRAVEL TO NOACA 
NOACA is accessible by transit and bike.  

The NOACA office building is situated on several major and minor bus routes. You can plan your transit 
trip to NOACA by using trip planner tools or with information provided by the region’s public transit 
agencies: 

• GCRTA Trip Planner  
• Geauga County Transit 
• Laketran Trip Planner 
• Lorain County Transit service 
• Medina County Transit 

 
Bikes may be stored and locked at U-racks located directly in front of the building. 
 
PARKING (see map) 
The following map shows parking facilities in the vicinity of the NOACA building. Unfortunately, we are 
unable to offer reimbursement for parking.   
 
On-street, metered parking is also available for up to 2-hour periods along E. 13th Street north of 
Superior Avenue. Please heed parking signs and note any time restrictions. Payment can be made at 
these meters with credit card or by using the ParkMobile mobile device application.  
 
Street parking is also available along Rockwell Avenue, east of E. 13th Street. 
 
TRAVEL ASSISTANCE AND SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 
If you have further questions about parking or need assistance with travel to or special accommodation 
at NOACA, please contact Lindy Burt at 216-241-2414, x. 108. 
  

https://www.riderta.com/
https://geaugatransit.com/
https://info.laketran.com/TripPlanner
https://www.loraincounty.com/lctransit/
https://medinacountytransit.org/
https://parkmobile.io/
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