PASSENGER RAIL UPDATE

Business, Community, Rural, and Emerging Leaders
Advisory Councils

June 5, 2026
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ACTION REQUESTED

No action is requested. This item is for presentation and
discussion.

PREVIOUS ACTION

No previous action.
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BACKGROUND

« 2026 NOACA Legislative Agenda
supports improved passenger rail

service in Northeast Ohio; longstanding
NOACA Board priority

* Applied for planning grants through
FRA's Corridor ID program in 2023 and
was not selected; will consider
reapplying in subsequent rounds




OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

 NOACA Government Affairs
has conducted continued
outreach and education
regarding passenger rail to il
state legislators and oy e ki
Members of Congress =
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OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

* Have worked with outside entities to advance passenger rail
goals, including All Aboard Ohio and the Lakeshore Rall

Alllance

* Hosting NOACA Northeast Ohio Passenger Rail Forum for
Community Leaders on June 22

 Will attend RailNation conference and Midwest Interstate
Passenger Rail Commission (MIPRC) annual meeting
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NEXT STEPS

NOACA will continue to pursue its goal of more robust
passenger rail service for Northeast Ohio and keep the
Councils updated regarding initiatives and progress.

Next up: Brian Schriver, All Aboard Ohio volunteer board
member and Northeast Chapter Director
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Amtrak and Corridor ID

NOACA Councils
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Amtrak in Northeast Ohio
Today and in the Future
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Amtrak in Northeast Ohio

* FY25 - Amtrak record ridership and revenue

« Amtrak in Cleveland
* 4 Trains every night (1:.54a - 5:50a) g
e FY25: 62k riders on/off
« Average 170 every night
« Busiest station in Ohio
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Direct Amtrak Destinations
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e Lake Shore Limited
 Westbound (4:03am): Elyria, Sandusky, Toledo, South Bend, Chicago

« Eastbound (5:50am): Erie, Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Albany,
New York City / Boston
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Direct Amtrak Destinations
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Amtrak Expansion?

* Three types of service:
* Northeast Corridor (DC — NYC — Boston)
* Long Distance Service
» State Supported Service

» State supported examples:

« St. Louis to Chicago (110mph, operating profit in 2025!)
 Detroit to Chicago (Ann Arbor 150k on/offs)
* Milwaukee to Chicago (696k annual riders)
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Expansion Program: FRA Corridor ID
* Federal Program from [1JA (2021 Infrastructure Bill)

» Executed by Federal Raillroad Administration (FRA)

Step 1: Scoping Step 2: Service Design  Step 3: Prelimmary Engineering
Plan Development / Environmental Process
: : : Project
Scoping Project Planning Bevellpme
Funding: $500k / $X/ 10% match $Y/20% match

0% “local”’match

We are here!
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Corridor ID for Cleveland
» Cleveland-Toledo-Detroit (CTD)
» Stops at Elyria, Sandusky, Pontiac

& ) Glencoe Shaddan {45)
w 3 (=) —
& w. Rochester Hills 3 Duttan Part Ste
%) |\5_:;J| Bothwell (3]
3 Troy Slerl?ng Mt Clemens Wallaceburg Dresden (z} ;A‘IEE-' Lome
\ Jeights L R
! Height Thamesville R
. Brighton ) Watran @ ] Highgate
— Mo~ : " [s)
« Potential future stations a Qe B D e
Lake - getown 13
- 2 5t C Chatham am 4‘?! Marpeth
. . ([ﬂj Livonia @ E‘)T S :_
enheim
 Detroit Metro Airport :
I w ]
Detroit b SIS
TR Taylor Merlin Dealtown
P n | ¥ Comber
» Cleveland Hopkins Airport
@

- - - @ =
DTW Airport 3

Wheatley

Kingsville

\.‘-\“‘"'"k

2

Sylvania Iole do Painesvil
Put-In-Bay
Holland o)
anton h Catawba [s!
Perrysburg
\3)
Waterville
1}

Cleveland i
% Sandusky

B
2l & @and
Lorain - Westlake
80
Gibsonbi N O Caslaha Nerth G\rnq@ Li50) =
Bowling Green ibsonburg &
o Fremaont I
123) . ¢ |
Lle Milan trongsyille Twinshurg
Bellevue N El
Norwalk {__} y I la
shlet North ,3, @ :)
Baltimore (bTD Fostora
McComb Tiffin
{229
i

runswick

(50
Findlay

)
)

(
Medina Cuyahaga *ent
Falls i
Akron
W by
Wiy g fot L 9w

ALL ABOARD

** OHIO »*

=



Corridor ID for Cleveland

e 3C&D: Cleveland-Columbus-Dayton-Cincinnati

» Also: CLE Hopkins Airport,
Crestline, Delaware, Springfield,

Hamilton, north Cincy metro @ s
 Would serve metro areas /
totaling 7.6M people! /
« 285,000 College Students at 4 year
Institutions within 30 min. drive of a station ‘_.'
@ oavon COLUMBUS

e Columbus station will be under convention

center (tracks & space for platforms exists) N
.J CINCINNATI

e Cleveland station —short walk to
convention center
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Option B: Great Lakes Limited

» Detroit — New York City daytime long-distance service
* Via Toledo, Cleveland, Erie, Buffalo, Albany

Mostly mirrors Lake Shore Limited, but to Detroit (instead of Chicago)

Existing stations Great Lakes Limited
Quick-start: new service w NYC - Detroit

Mminimal infrastructure
requirements

Politically: Congress + Amtrak
(vs. needing state, too)




Future of Amtrak in Ohio?

ANy one route not as useful
as a hetwork of routes

» Passenger rail routes actively
being studied would result In
this service map
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Amtrak Cleveland
Station Improvements

Two separate projects:

» Current, funded: Replace platform
and add canopies

* Primarily about ADA compliance

* Future, not yet funded:
Multimodal station at current site

« Coordinated with land bridge
proposal

« Study grant has been awarded but
not yet funded
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Amtrak - Elyria Station Project

* Proposal to return to historic downtown Elyria station

Current Station Future Station?




Questions & Answers
Open Discussion
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NOACA

Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency

NOACA will regional cohesion,

existing infrastructure, and a
sustainable multimodal transportation system
to economic development and

quality of life in Northeast Ohio.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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