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ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION

No action is requested. This item is for presentation and 
discussion.

No previous action.



OVERVIEW
Federal Updates

• Surface Transportation Reauthorization
• BASICS Act
• BUILD America 250

• US DOT funding FY ’27
• Funding opportunities

State Updates
• HB 445
• Capitol Budget
• Gas tax proposals



FEDERAL UPDATES



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
REAUTHORIZATION

• IIJA/BIL expires September 2026
• Bill approved in House T&I Committee 

and sent to floor
• No Senate bill yet
• Unlikely House & Senate will agree on 

a bill by Sept. 30
• Other congressional priorities may slow  

reauthorization timeline – likely to see 
an extension of IIJA



NOACA REAUTHORIZATION PRIORITIES
• Shift some discretionary funding to formula:

• Maintain access for regions and communities without harming  
state DOT funding

• Stabilize Highway Trust Fund, inclusive of transit funding
• Prioritize asset management over expansion
• Safety, sustainability, and multi-modalism
• Passenger rail
• Reduce local match requirements



“BASICS” BILL AS FOUNDATION FOR 
REAUTHORIZATION

• NOACA working with the LOT Coalition to inform Congress of 
regional and local priorities contained in the BASICS (Bridges 
And Safety Infrastructure for Community Success) Act:
• Funding to support regional/local project delivery
• Expediting repair of deficient roads & bridges
• Reducing red tape to advance projects more quickly
• Prioritizing safety

• NOACA Board to consider resolution of support on 6/26



APRIL 1: TRANSPORTATION DAY
• Focus: surface 

transportation 
reauthorization and the 
BASICS Act

• Featured speaker: Rep. 
Shontel Brown



Featured Panel: LOT Coalition
• Leeann Sinpatanasakul, National Association of 

Regional Councils (NARC)
• Katie Economou, Association of Metropolitan 

Planning Organizations (AMPO)
• Ben Gilsdorf, National Association of Counties 

(NACO)
• Brittney Kohler, National League of Cities (NLC)

NOACA TRANSPORTATION DAY



BUILD AMERICA 250 ACT
• May 22: approved by House T&I; long road ahead
• Key provisions:

• 5-year $474B (down from IIJA’s $539B) contract authority 
through HTF ($580B total authorized)

• 22% available to locals (19% formula, up from 16% IIJA)
• Many rail & transit programs require future appropriations 
• New fees on EVs to augment (not fix) HTF: $130 EVs, 

$35 plug-in hybrids, escalating in future years
• Streamlines environmental reviews and permitting for 

faster project delivery; NEPA reforms



BUILD AMERICA 250 ACT
• More formula/less discretionary; continues core grant 

programs
• Increases MPO planning funds & eligible uses/90%
• Increases STBG formula funds by 7.5%
• Discretionary grant programs:

• New STAG program (similar to RAISE/BUILD) at 
$2.4B/year

• SS4A: $3.75B over 5 years, but less than IIJA’s $5B)
• PROTECT grants by annual appropriations



BUILD AMERICA 250: BRIDGES
• Strong bridge programs & funding:

• Bridge Formula Program, $9.2B/year
• 20% reserved for off-system local bridges

• 25% set aside for a competitive program/locally 
owned bridges ($2.3B/year)
• 95% federal share

• Separate competitive program for major bridge 
projects over $50M for large-scale infrastructure



BUILD AMERICA 250: GRANTS
• Repeals:

• Carbon Reduction formula program
• Reconnecting Communities & Neighborhood 

Access & Equity grant programs
• PROTECT formula funding (discretionary 

program remains but is subject to appropriations)
• NEVI is folded into CMAQ (EV charging 

infrastructure becomes eligible)



BUILD AMERICA 250: RAIL
• $64B/5 years authorized; not guaranteed – subject to annual 

appropriations; inhibits planning for complex projects
• the IIJA provided $66B in advance multi-year funding

• Corridor ID program retained with stricter requirements; may 
impact Ohio’s Corridor ID projects

• $18.5B National Intercity Passenger Railroad Partnership (NIPR) 
program consolidates several existing rail programs; CRISI & other 
programs reauthorized with new rules

• Eligibilities expanded to non-Amtrak operators & interstate rail 
compacts

• Does include Rail Safety Act & other safety policy reforms (if 
funding is appropriated)



BUILD AMERICA 250: TRANSIT
• APTA: “great first step” with caveats:

• Bill eliminates certain advance/guaranteed 
appropriations – funding subject to annual 
appropriations

• Cuts to transit formula prgms
• Proposes creation of Consolidated State Block 

Grant Program
• Limits federal contribution for bus procurements
• DOES eliminate regulatory barriers to speed 

project delivery



BUILD AMERICA 250: ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION

• Changes to Transportation Alternatives 
Program allow states to transfer funding to 
other modes

• Recreational Trails Program continued; stable 
funding

• ATIIP repealed



BUILD AMERICA 250 ACT & BASICS
• Overall, BA250 incorporates many BASICS Act 

provisions: bridges, local access to funding
• BASICS offered as amendment during mark-up, 

then withdrawn – common tactic
• LOT Coalition continues to promote BASICS to 

benefit locals
• NOACA continues advocacy for BASICS and 

stronger multimodal programs/funding
• HTF insolvency not fully addressed



FY ‘27 THUD APPROPRIATIONS
• May 21: THUD Subcommittee reported bill
• FAA: Increase
• FRA: Steep cuts: Amtrak funding cut 69% from ‘26
• FTA: 22% overall reduction, including 69% cut to CIG
• BUILD grant funding continues
• Numerous earmarks for NE Ohio projects
• June 3: full committee mark-up in Appropriations Committee 

(still analyzing results)



OPEN FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
• DUE TODAY: ODOT’s Township Safety Sign Grant Program
• June 8: FRA’s Railroad Crossing Elimination Grant Program
• June 19: Ohio Public Works Commission’s Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation 

Program
• June 22: FRA’s Consolidate Rail Infra & Safety Improvements (CRISI) grants
• June 26: US DOT’s Maritime Administration’s Port Infra & Development (PIDP) 

grants
• July 1: US Fish & Wildlife’s Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)
• July 10: FTA’s TOD Pilot program (Webinar on June 10, 3 pm)
• July 23: FEMA’s Building Resilient Infra & Communities (BRIC) grants



NOACA’S FUNDING RESOURCES WEBPAGE

• Check 
regularly for 
updates

• Link for LOS 
requests

• Link to IIJA 
Strategy



LEGISLATIVE & FUNDING ISSUESSTATE UPDATES



HB 445
• Dovilla/Stewart bill to regulate MPOs in OH:

• Prohibits an MPO Board having majority votes from one county
• Allows Governor to redesignate counties to another MPO
• Prohibits MPO policies/regs/standards more stringent than 

federal & state
• Prohibits CEO of an MPO from employment outside Ohio

• May 20 amendment adopted in Committee: limits bill’s impact 
to two MPOs: NOACA & MORPC

• June 3: Proponent hearing held



CAPITAL BUDGET
• $3.7B proposal released this week; hearings in Ohio House & 

Senate
• Numerous projects in all five NOACA counties – examples:

• $500,000 Irishtown Bend Park (Cuyahoga)
• $700,000 Geauga County Fairgrounds Building Project 

(Geauga)
• 500,000 Lake Metroparks Improvements (Lake)
• $650,000 East Park Pool & Rec (Lorain)
• $400,000 Brunswick North Carpenter Park (Medina)



FEDERAL & STATE GAS TAXES
• Bills introduced in Congress to suspend or reduce the federal 

gas tax due to current high prices
• Bills introduced in Ohio Legislature to suspend the state gas 

tax:
• Many states have taken action
• Governor DeWine is opposed
• NOACA’s Initiatives for Action document opposes

• Impacts to transportation funding for state and locals
• Drivers don’t receive full benefit



DISCUSSION



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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