
WATER QUALITY PROGRAM UPDATE

Water Quality Subcommittee
March 20, 2026



ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION
NOACA staff provides quarterly updates on the Water 
Quality Planning Program to the Water Quality 
Subcommittee

No action is requested. This item is for information and 
discussion.



REGIONAL COORDINATION WORK



CLEVELAND HARBOR DREDGING
Background
• Cleveland Harbor is usually dredged 2x / Year (Spring/Fall)

• Avg dredge = 225,000 CY sediment / Year

2023 USACE Interim Dredge Material Management Plan (DMMP)
• Developed to address dredged sediment management needs for 

the Cleveland Harbor (2023-2027)
• In 2024, the Interim was changed to a Preliminary Assessment (PA) 

and Integrated Environmental Assessment (EA)



USACE DREDGE O & M PA ADDENDUM
January 16, 2026, Preliminary Assessment (PA) 

Addendum 
to 

USACE 2023 Draft Interim Dredge Material 
Management Plan (DMMP)

NEPA Scoping Information – Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) 

Comments were due:  February 18, 2026



STAKEHOLDER REVIEW/CONCERNS
2026 PA Addendum Alternatives
• Alternative 1 – No Action
• Alternative 2 – Sediment Recycling

• Includes: “limited open-water placement” (10,000 CY/YR), placement at CDF 
12 (125,000 CY/YR), and placement in at the Port of Cleveland’s Sediment 
Processing and Materials Facility (SPMF) (90,000 CY/YR)

• Alternative achieves capacity needs of 225,000 CY/YR for 2027-29

• Alternative 3 – Littoral Nourishment
• Includes:  “limited open-water placement (10,000 CY/YR), placement at CDF 

12 (150,000 CY/YR), and placement in the littoral drift (65,000 CY/YR). 
• In total, this alternative achieves capacity needs of 225,000 CY/YR for 2027-29







STAKEHOLDER REVIEW/CONCERNS
Stakeholder Review
• NOACA staff contacted Ohio EPA to discuss the 2026 Addendum & 

proposed alternatives
• Ohio EPA coordinated with the Port of Cleveland
• Port of Cleveland Coordinated with Cleveland MetroParks and other 

stakeholders
• Ohio EPA provided written comments to USACE on February 17, 2026
• NOACA staff utilized Ohio EPA’s written comments to prepare this 

presentation



STAKEHOLDER REVIEW/CONCERNS
Concerns
• The 2023 Interim DMMP was changed to a “PA and Integrated EA” 

November 2024 (included various alternatives)
• 2026 PA Addendum was unclear whether the three alternatives are in 

addition to or replace alternatives to the 2024 PA and Integrated EA
• 2026 PA Addendum Alternative 2 and Alternative 3 include “limited 

open-water placement” of up to 10,000 CY/YR
• Recommend removal of limited open-water placement and maximize dredge 

upland beneficial use at Port’s Sediment Processing and Materials Facility 
(SPMF) 



STAKEHOLDER REVIEW/CONCERNS
Concerns Continued
• Alternative 3 includes placement in the littoral drift (65,000 

CY/YR)
• PA Addendum utilizes limited historical sediment particle size data 

from 1993
• Cleveland Harbor sediment was last sampled and analyzed in 2024 

and reported the percentage of sand/coarse grain sediment is 
relatively low in the upper river channel



STAKEHOLDER REVIEW/CONCERNS
Concerns Continued
• USACE is resampling Cleveland Harbor in 2026

• ORC 6111.32(C)(4) - dredged sediment may be placed in the littoral drift if 
at least 60% of the dredged material is sand, and demonstration that the 
sediment chemical data is appropriate for placement

• Recommend maximized sediment beneficial use through the Port’s 
Sediment Processing and Materials Facility (SPMF) 

• Recommend incorporation littoral placement in 20-year Dredge Material 
Management Plan

• Recommend PA Addendum include Cleveland Harbor Eastern 
Resiliency Strategy (CHEERS) Early Action Habitat Loop Project



STAKEHOLDER NEXT STEPS
• Continue to coordinate / communicate with stakeholders 

regarding:
• Short-term PA Addendum
• Long-term 20-year Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP)

• Continue to track dredge material alternatives including:
• Cleveland Harbor Eastern Resiliency Strategy (CHEERS)
• CHEERS Early Action Habitat Loop Project 



2023 WQSP AND “ONE WATER” 
PHILOSOPHY



2023 WQSP AND “ONE WATER” 
NOACA staff revisited NOACA’s 2023 Water Quality Strategic Plan 
(WQSP) 
• 2023 Goal 4: Objectives & Strategies

• Engage & provide Updates to wastewater DMAs
• Maintain & Update NOACA’s Clean Water 2020 (208) Plan
• Support Lake Erie Volunteer Science Network (LEVSN) and Cleveland Water 

Alliance 
• Manage, maintain and implement NOACA’s NetZero Cool green infrastructure 

project for stormwater management
• Support the advancement of trees as natural stormwater management 

measures



2023 WQSP AND “ONE WATER” 
Staff developed additional objectives & strategies to help further 
define Goal 4 & connect NOACA’s water quality work:
• Encourage integrated infrastructure management and strategic planning as part of 

NOACA’s areawide water quality management planning
• Develop communication strategies to help the public understand the value of all 

water = “One Water”
• Coordinate with “One Water” stakeholders to align messaging and outreach efforts
• Promote education campaigns to highlight the importance of water and associated 

essential services.
• Support MS4 communities in Northeast Ohio by developing One Water messaging for 

inclusion in local Storm Water Management Programs



ADVANCING THE “ONE WATER” PHILOSOPHY
• Ohio EPA’s MS4 General Permit expires March 31, 2026
• The new permit cycle will require MS4 communities to conduct:

• Public Education
• Public Involvement
• Pollution Prevention programs

• This renewal presents an opportunity to advance Goal 4 of NOACA’s 
WQSP

• NOACA staff propose using the MS4 requirements to promote “One 
Water” principles to MS4 communities by providing outreach tools and 
messaging resources.



ADVANCING THE “ONE WATER” PHILOSOPHY
In developing this approach NOACA staff met with regional 
partners:

• Fresh Water Institute
• Cleveland Water Alliance
• Northeast Ohio Public Involvement Public Education 

(NEOPIPE) Work Group
• Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District
• Lake Erie West Council of Governments



ADVANCING THE “ONE WATER” PHILOSOPHY
• Based on feedback, staff are developing “One Water” 

Stormwater Management Resources
• The resources will include:

• Best Management Practices for MS4 communities
• Public Education and Public Involvement; Pollution Prevention 

and Good Housekeeping practices
• Guidance tailored to specific TMDL pollutants

• MS4 communities will have additional resources, and NOACA 
can use the opportunity to advance the philosophy of “One 
Water” through the agency’s water planning work. 



OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP) 
EFFORTS



OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP)
Support Water Quality Subcommittee (WQS) & provide quarterly 
updates
• Continue to participate in Black & Cuyahoga River Areas of Concern (AOCs): 

Advisory Committees
Black River AOC Advisory Committee
• Black River AOC Advisory Committee meeting (February 17, 2026)

• One BUI remains:  
• Degradation of Benthos – sampling has been evaluated and a final removal packet 

will be compiled by July 2026
• NPS-IS planning continues for three HUC12s

• Black River, Lower West Branch & Jackson Ditch-East Branch 
• An online survey is still open for comments & project suggestions



OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP)
Cuyahoga River AOC Advisory Committee
• Cuyahoga River AOC Advisory Committee 

meeting (January 12, 2026)
• Staff attended the new Advisory Committee 

training (February 2, 2026)
• Four BUIs remain:  

• Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Populations
• Degradation of Benthos
• Restrictions on Navigational Dredging
• Loss of Fish Habitat

• Staff attended the 2026 Cuyahoga River AOC 
Symposium (March 12, 2026)





CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK



CLEAN WATER 2020 REFORMATTING
As result of the Cuyahoga, Geauga, and Medina 
County Five-Year FPA Boundary & Prescription Update 
efforts: 
• Staff identified the need to review & update the FPA 

maps and DMA information in the Tables in Appendix 4B
• Staff worked with the largest DMA to review the Primary 

& Secondary DMAs and affected jurisdictions
• Staff used each treatment facility’s NPDES permits to 

update the data in the tables



TABLE 4B-1: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY



TABLE 4B-1: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY (CONTINUED)



TABLE 4B-1: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY (CONTINUED)



TABLE 4B-2: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES (DMAS) FOR 
NORTHEAST OHIO REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT (NEORSD) FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) 

IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY



TABLE 4B-2: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR NORTHEAST OHIO REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT (NEORSD) FACILITY 

PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY (CONTINUED)



TABLE 4B-3: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN GEAUGA COUNTY 



TABLE 4B-3A: GEAUGA COUNTY COMMUNAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES



TABLE 4B-5: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN LORAIN COUNTY 



TABLE 4B-5: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN LORAIN COUNTY (CONTINUED)



TABLE 4B-5A: LORAIN COUNTY COMMUNAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES 



TABLE 4B-6: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DESIGNATED MANAGEMENT AGENCIES 
(DMAS) FOR FACILITY PLANNING AREAS (FPAS) IN MEDINA COUNTY 



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK
Clean Water 2020 reformatting – Tracking Versions



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK
Clean Water 2020 reformatting – Tracking Versions



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK
FPA Consistency Reviews & Maps to date (FY)
• Ensured projects are consistent with FPA maps
• Prepared 28 consistency review maps
• Reviewed 105 permits-to-install (PTIs)



FINANCIAL IMPACTS
Ohio EPA contracts and NOACA’s local water quality dues 
fund this work.



NEXT STEPS
NOACA staff will provide quarterly updates on the Water 
Quality Planning Program to the Water Quality Subcommittee.



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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