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ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION

No action is requested. This item is for presentation and 
discussion.

No previous action.



DRAFT 2026 INITIATIVES FOR ACTION



DRAFT 2026 INITIATIVES FOR ACTION
• Federal & State Initiatives for Action document puts our 

Legislative Agenda into action items
• More flexible/responsive to what’s happening in D.C. or 

Columbus – doesn’t require Board approval
• Updates are reviewed by External Affairs Committee with 

input from BAC/CAC/RAC/ELAC



UPDATES: FEDERAL INITIATIVES
First two items updated to reference reauthorization priorities 
from the updated 2026 Legislative Agenda



UPDATES: FEDERAL INITIATIVES
Other federal initiatives carried over from 2025:
• Encourage federal support for making Greater Cleveland a 

significant hub on the national passenger rail network
• Support federal actions that promote economic development 

and environmental stewardship in the Great Lakes 
megaregion

• Pursue initiatives & funding to implement NOACA’s 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy

• Urge continued support for U.S. DOT’s NETT Council



DISCUSSION ITEM: ADD TOD?
• Seeking Committee input: add a new federal initiative to support TOD?

• Bills recently introduced in Congress to promote TOD using existing federal credit 
tools like TIFIA and RRIF

• Would make it easier for communities to access these financing programs to 
develop housing & mixed-use projects near transit, in alignment with MPO 
transportation planning

• Aligns with NOACA priorities re: transit & economic development; endorsed by 
NARC, NLC, APA, & AMPO



UPDATES: STATE INITIATIVES
Two recommended changes:
• Remove action item re: interstate interchanges
• Add action item re: supporting the role of MPOs



UPDATES: STATE INITIATIVES



UPDATES: STATE INITIATIVES
Carried over from 2025:
• Oppose suspension of 2019 gas tax increase
• Advocate for increased/predictable transit funding
• Encourage state support for passenger rail improvements
• Support efforts to improve air, water & soil quality
• Support proposals to increase transportation safety
• Advocate for equitable return of state transportation dollars & 

encourage comprehensive maintenance of NHS routes



WHY DOES THIS MATTER?
• Transportation safety is a longstanding 

“Initiative”
• NOACA supported Gov. DeWine’s legislation 

(enacted 2023) to reduce distracted driving
• Primary offense to drive holding a mobile device
• State Highway Patrol reports 10% year-over-

year decline in fatal and serious crashes from 
distracted driving; overall traffic deaths fell 3%

• More progress needed, but we know legislation 
(backed by sound priorities) can make a 
difference Map credit: Axios, from Cambridge 

Mobile Telematics data



FEDERAL UPDATES



US DOT APPROPRIATIONS
• Federal government has been operating on a Continuing Resolution (CR) that 

was due to expire tonight due to lack of agreement on funding bills by last 
September’s deadline

• Congress is nearing a deal to pass the 2026 THUD (Transportation/HUD) bill as 
part of “minibus” package of funding bills, after removing the DHS funding portion

• THUD bill largely protects core highway & transit formula pgrms but cuts some 
unobligated IIJA discretionary funding – redirecting balances toward safety, 
freight, bridge, & capital delivery projects



THUD BILL: HIGHLIGHTS
Highways
• $63B from HTF for highways; $927M from general fund for FHWA
• Preserves current formulas & funding for programs like PL, STBG, 

CMAQ, CRP, etc.

Transit
• Provides $21.1B for public transit (when combined with IIJA advance 

funding) – increase of $168M from ‘25, but less than IIJA authorized 
amount

• APTA supports 



THUD BILL: HIGHLIGHTS 
Amtrak/Rail
• Rail Passengers Association: “Some wins and some losses”
• Amtrak funding slightly reduced from ’25: 1.6B for National Network; 

$850M for NE Corridor
• Fed-State Partnership grant program reduced: $1.5B to $65M
• Prohibits suspending/reducing service on long-distance routes
• Cuts $928M in high-speed rail grants
• $137M for CRISI (increase over previous year)



THUD BILL: HIGHLIGHTS
Discretionary Grant highlights
• Rescinds unobligated balances of several IIJA programs on 9/30/26; 

redirects funding to obligated projects instead of new funding rounds: 
RAISE/BUILD, INFRA, PROTECT, Bridge Investment Program

• Reduces set-aside for planning projects in SS4A from 40% to 30% -- more 
funds for implementation

• Rescinds funds for NEVI formula/discreationary & SMART grant funds 
(existing CFI grant dollars not impacted)



FY 2026 THUD EARMARKS INCLUDED



FY 2026 THUD “EARMARKS”: HUD 



OTHER FY 2026 EARMARK REQUESTS



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
REAUTHORIZATION

• IIJA/BIL expires September 2026
• Congressional hearings ongoing on 

reauthorizing the nation’s surface 
transportation law for five years

• NOACA outlined priorities to NE Ohio 
delegation, committees, and US DOT

• Planning Capitol Hill visits this Spring



NOACA TRANSPORTATION DAY 2026
YOU’RE INVITED!

2026 NOACA Transportation Day
March 26, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Tri-C’s Jerry Sue Thornton Center
Board Members and Local Elected Officials invited

Theme: Reauthorization of Federal Surface Transportation Law



GRANT FUNDING UPDATE
Currently available grant opportunities:
• U.S. DOT’s BUILD grant program – due 2/24/26 (NOACA will support 

planning  & implementation projects per the Regional Strategy to 
Coordinate Funding Opportunities)

• FRA’s Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail Program, 
due 2/6/26

• U.S. Maritime Administration’s Port Infrastructure Development 
Program, due 2/28/26

• Ohio EPA’s H2Ohio Rivers Initiative Chloride Reduction Program, due 
2/6/26 



NOACA’S FUNDING RESOURCES 
WEBPAGE
• Check 

regularly for 
updates

• Link for LOS 
requests

• Link to IIJA 
Strategy



LEGISLATIVE & FUNDING ISSUESSTATE UPDATES



SPEED LIMIT INITIATIVE
• Ohioans for Safe Streets continues to seek reforms to provide  

greater local control and context-based flexibility for speed 
limits in local communities

• Held meeting with ODOT on Tuesday
• Discussions continue among Ohio Legislature, ODOT, local 

elected officials, and interested parties



PASSENGER RAIL ADVOCACY
• Corridor ID
• Ongoing coalition building:

• Local government
• Business groups
• FRA
• Amtrak
• ODOT/ORDC
• Neighboring states
• Advocacy groups
• Other interested stakeholders – seeking partners/networks



2026 LEGISLATIVE MEET & GREET
WHEN: March 13, 8-9 a.m. prior to Board Meeting

WHERE: NOACA offices

WHAT: NOACA Board members/alternates enjoy coffee and 
bagels with NE Ohio Statehouse delegation

THEME: Discuss next year’s biennial transportation budget 
and other transportation/environmental issues



MPO LEGISLATION
HB 455 introduced in Ohio Legislature by Rep. Mike Dovilla 
(Berea) and Rep. Brian Stewart (Ashville)
• Prevent any single county from holding a voting majority on an 

MPO board
• Allow Governor to redesignate a county’s MPO affiliation if 25% of 

workforce commutes to a contiguous MPO
• Clarifies that MPOs may not issue policies that conflict with state 

or federal law
• Prohibits a chief executive of an MPO from being simultaneously 

employed outside Ohio



DISCUSSION



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next External Affairs Committee Meeting
April 10, 2026



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.


