
NOACA will STRENGTHEN regional cohesion, PRESERVE existing infrastructure, 
and BUILD 

Board of 
Directors Meeting 
January 23, 2026, 9 a.m. 

NOACA Offices, 1299 Superior Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44114  

RSVP to 216-241-2414 ext. 282  
or boardliaison@mpo.noaca.org 

mailto:boardliaison@mpo.noaca.org


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Friday, January 23, 2026 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

The public can view the meeting live at: youtube.com/live/bcvyex1JLf4?feature=share 

AGENDA 

Page 

1 
20 

 40 

45 

47 
49 
51 
53 
55 

1. Call to Order
a. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Meeting Minutes
a. December 12, 2025 Regular Meeting
b. January 9, 2026 Special Meeting

3. Committee Updates
a. Executive Committee
b. External Affairs Committee
c. Finance and Audit Committee

i. Financial Reports
d. Planning and Programming Committee
e. Policy Committee
f. Governance Committee

i. Election of CY 2026 NOACA Board of Directors Officers

4. Public Comment on Agenda Items

5. President’s/Executive Director’s Report

6. Resolutions/Action Items
Executive Committee
2026-003 Resolution of Appreciation to County Executive Chris Ronayne 
2026-004 Resolution of Appreciation to Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan
2026-005 Resolution of Appreciation to Trustee Jeff Brandon
2026-006 Resolution of Appreciation to Commissioner Richard J. Regovich 
2026-007 Resolution of Appreciation to Hunter Morrison
Governance Committee
2026-008 CY 2026 Board, Committee, Subcommittee, and Council Membership 58 
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7. Presentation/Discussion Items 

a. NOACA 101 
 

8. Reports/Updates 
 

9. Executive Session 
 

10. Old Business 
 

11. New Business 
 

12. Public Comment 
 

13. Adjourn 
 
Next Meeting: Friday, March 13, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
  NOACA Offices, 1299 Superior Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 



NOACA Board of Directors  
Meeting Minutes 

December 12, 2025 
NOACA Offices 

1299 Superior Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 

Present: Please see the attached attendance record. 

President Chris Ronayne convened the NOACA Board meeting at 9:05 a.m. 

Meeting Minutes 
County Executive Ronayne stated that a correction was made to the minutes after the meeting 
packet was sent out. Mr. John Gall noted that Mayor Sam Alai had called the question for the vote 
on Resolution 2025-047: Comprehensive Climate Action Plan. 

Mr. Mike Dever made a motion to approve the meeting minutes with the correction. Mayor Michael 
Dylan Brennan seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.  

Announcement 
President Ronayne expressed sorrow over the sudden passing of Commissioner Richard 
Regovich from Lake County. He extended condolences to Commissioner Regovich’s family and 
the Lake County community, asking for a moment of silence in his memory. President Ronayne 
recalled working closely with Commissioner Regovich, describing him as a collaborator and team 
player deeply committed to economic development and regional cooperation. He noted that 
Commissioner Regovich’s absence will be felt not only in Lake County but throughout the County 
Commissioners Association of Ohio. 

Commissioner John Plecnik followed by honoring Commissioner Regovich’s legacy, emphasizing 
the loss felt by his wife, Lynn, their children, and grandchildren. He praised Commissioner 
Regovich’s dedication, professionalism, and compassion, highlighting that he never ignored a 
resident’s concern and worked tirelessly to solve community issues. Commissioner Plecnik 
credited him with major achievements during his three years on the Board, including constructing 
the new public defender’s office, prosecutor’s annex, and Lake County Jail and Safety Center, all 
while not raising taxes and improving the county’s financial stability. 

President Ronayne added that Commissioner Regovich was active and engaged up until his 
passing, attending the last NOACA Board meeting and continuing his community efforts. 

Commissioner Plecnik shared that Commissioner Regovich had founded Hearts and Hammers, 
a nonprofit helping low-income seniors and residents with home repairs, reflecting his lifelong 
generosity. Even in his final days, Commissioner Regovich remained focused on public service, 
his last directive being to “build the jail under budget.” Commissioner Plecnik concluded that 
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Commissioner Regovich’s humility, dedication, and sense of duty define the example he leaves 
behind for all public servants. 
 
Director Grace Gallucci shared that beyond being a strong leader, Commissioner Regovich was 
personable and easy to connect with. She recalled friendly conversations about Big Ten football, 
noting his nephew plays at Northwestern, and appreciated his down-to-earth nature. 
 
Director Gallucci also announced the passing of former NOACA Board Member and former Mayor 
of Richmond Heights, David Roche, and offered condolences to his family and friends. 
 
President Ronayne expressed appreciation for all public servants and welcomed Mayor-Elect Jim 
Petras, the new mayor of Cleveland Heights.  
 
Commissioner Beverage thanked everyone for acknowledging Commissioner Regovich’s passing 
and said it had been a pleasure working with him, adding that he would be deeply missed. 
 
Committee Updates 
President Ronayne explained that Committee updates were included in the meeting packet. 
 
Trustee Jeff Brandon stated that the Governance Committee had several special meetings and 
is recommending a couple of changes to the Code of Regulations. The two changes involve 
ratification and membership requirements, and there will be a discussion about them later in the 
meeting. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items 
No one signed in to speak at this meeting.  
 
President’s Report 
President Ronayne said that the most important business had already been addressed and 
congratulated the Avon Eagles and the Glenville Tarblooders on their state championship football 
wins, then asked whether there were any other teams to recognize. 
 
Mr. Gall said Avon had two other state champion teams in volleyball and soccer. 
 
President Ronayne congratulated the teams, noting that Northeast Ohio made a strong showing. 
 
Commissioner Beverage acknowledged the Kirtland Hornets football team for winning their state 
championship. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Director Gallucci reported on the following: 

• Communications and Outreach  
o NOACA Mural Dedication 
o NOACA in the News 

• Legislative and Funding Issues 
o Congress passed a continuing resolution on November 12 to reopen the government 

after a six-week shutdown. The deadline to finalize FY 2026 appropriations is 
January 30, with transportation funding potentially advanced earlier in a broader 
package. It remains unclear whether Congress will accept transportation earmarks. 

o HB 445 has been referred to the House Local Government Committee. Sponsor 
testimony has been delivered, with hearings expected in 2026. NOACA is working with 
OARC and AMPO to analyze the legislation. 
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o New funding opportunities have recently been added to NOACA’s funding webpage. 
Please check regularly for updates. Links are available for LOS requests and the IIJA 
Strategy. 

• Overall Work Program (OWP) 
o Engagements and Meetings for September - December 2025. 
o Board Listening Tours  
o I-71 Crossroads Regional Transportation Study  
o Aerozone Transportation for Economic Development Initiative (TEDI) 
o Phase I of the EV Charging Station Program  

• Announcements 
o Public Comment is open for Phase 2 EV charging station installations in the City of 

North Royalton and the City of Solon. 
o NOACA received the Government Finance Officers Association’s Certificate of 

Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for its FY2024 Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report 

o Upcoming Board Meetings are as follows:  
 January 9, 2026 Special Meeting 
 January 23, 2026 Organizational meeting 

 
President Ronayne asked about the status of earmarks from Washington, D.C., as many 
communities are relying on them and hoping they will be included in the transportation bill. He 
also asked whether staff had any updates on the Surface Transportation Bill. 
 
Director Gallucci explained that the Surface Transportation Bill expires at the end of the federal 
fiscal year, September 30, 2026, and is separate from the earmarks. 
 
President Ronayne reminded board members of the January 9 meeting, explaining that it is 
necessary to address business items from the Governance and Executive Committees before the 
January 23 meeting, and asked members to attend to ensure a quorum. 
 
Mr. Skip Claypool inquired whether NOACA was still operating under the FAST Act and asked 
when it expires. 
 
Director Gallucci clarified that NOACA operates under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA) of 2021, which replaced the FAST Act, and that the IIJA expires on September 30, 2026. 
 
Resolutions/Action Items 
 
Executive Committee 
 
Resolution 2025-048: Regional Strategy for Coordinating Funding Opportunities Update 
2nd Quarter SFY 2026 
Ms. Alison Ball presented information on the following: 

• Background on the Regional Strategy for Coordinating Funding Opportunities 
• Attachment Explainer 
• Quarterly Updates to Funding Programs 

o Bridge Investment Program FY 2026 
• Quarterly Updates to Projects: 

o GCRTA Projects 
o City of Independence  
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Ms. Ball stated that staff will follow guidance from federal agencies, including USDOT, EPA, and 
NOAA, continue collaborating with partner communities, support project applications, update the 
Funding Resources webpage, and refine the CY 2026 Strategy. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked staff to explain the reference to ratification in the sixth “Whereas” clause of 
the resolution. 
 
Ms. Ball said that ratification, in this context, means approval, and Director Gallucci clarified that 
it refers to approval by the Board. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked what ratification means in terms of Board approval. 
 
Director Gallucci explained that NOACA adopted a strategy under the IIJA that identifies projects 
for regional federal applications and allows for quarterly modifications; the current item is a routine 
change, and ratification simply means approval. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked whether ratification by the five counties was required. 
 
Director Gallucci said no, clarifying that this is not the same ratification referenced in NOACA’s 
Code of Regulations, but rather a stronger word meaning approval by the Board. 
 
Mr. Claypool referenced several projects that were not road or bridge projects. He noted that 
NOACA is an MPO focused on federally funded road projects, and expressed concern that 
investments such as beautification projects, bike trails, or other non-road items may not align with 
federal road funding and could divert resources from roadway projects. 
 
Director Gallucci stated that the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), which funds 
NOACA as the MPO, not only permits but mandates spending beyond roads and bridges, 
consistent with planning and funding a multimodal transportation system. She noted that NOACA 
is complying with all regulatory requirements and that staff have aligned the proposed strategy 
and prioritized applicants with Congressionally approved programs under the IIJA. While program 
rollouts and criteria have varied under the new administration, the programs remain in place and 
applicable to NOACA’s projects. 
 
Mr. Claypool said he was reviewing the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative project and questioned 
how it ties to the federal road system. He asked whether there is a specific provision in the IIJA 
or the current funding plan that authorizes the project, noting that staff indicated it was approved 
under existing funding programs. 
 
Director Gallucci said that every project included in the Regional Strategy corresponds to a 
program with available funding. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked where he could view that information. 
 
Ms. Ball said the Strategy is available online and noted that USDOT published an IIJA table listing 
all grant opportunities. She explained that these are discretionary grants, not formula funds 
allocated to states or MPOs, and that communities may apply directly. She added that early 
guidance encouraged developing a project pipeline. 
 
Ms. Ball said the Strategy reflects that approach, drawing from projects in the Long Range Plan 
and IIJA grant opportunities, and includes environmental programs such as the Great Lakes 
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Restoration Initiative because NOACA serves as both an areawide coordinating agency and an 
MPO. 
 
President Ronayne stated that the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative supports resilient 
infrastructure for shoreline communities, many of which are represented on the Board, and 
protects drinking water. 
 
Ms. Bonnie Teeuwen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-048. Mr. Gall seconded the 
motion. The Board voted and the motion passed by voice vote. 
 
External Affairs Committee  
 
Resolution 2025-049: CY 2026 Legislative Agenda  
Director Gallucci explained that each year, staff prepare a legislative agenda for approval and use 
in the following year. The agenda is developed with the External Affairs Committee and maintains 
consistency with past priorities and NOACA’s Regional Strategic Plan. She added that Ms. Bev 
Burtzlaff would outline the specific recommended changes to the document. 
 
Ms. Burtzlaff presented information on the following: 

• 2026 Federal and State Legislative Agenda 
• Federal Priorities 
• Four New Sub-priorities for Federal Priority 1 
• No changes to Federal Priorities 2 and 3 
• Proposed New Federal Priority 4: Stabilize the Highway Trust Fund 
• Alignment with Federal and Local Transportation Priorities 

 
Ms. Burtzlaff stated that, pending Board approval, the CY 2026 Legislative Agenda will be 
forwarded to federal and state legislative and administrative officials representing Northeast Ohio 
and will guide NOACA’s government affairs work throughout 2026. 
 
Mr. Claypool said he agreed with most of the priorities in the Legislative Agenda, which he found 
neutral and reasonable. However, he noted that Item 1 references the Carbon Reduction 
Program, which he believed should be removed. He stated that it did not align with science, might 
distract from other priorities, and could divert funding from roads and bridges. He planned to 
propose an amendment to remove that strategy. 
 
As a point of order, President Ronayne noted that when he asked for questions, he had hoped for 
actual questions first, with discussion to follow. He observed that Mr. Claypool’s comment was 
more of a discussion point and then asked if anyone had any questions about the presentation. 
 
Mr. Claypool noted that the second paragraph of the same strategy referenced removing barriers 
for low-income rural and urban communities and asked for an example of such a barrier. 
 
Ms. Burtzlaff explained that most of NOACA’s federal transportation programs require a 20% local 
match, which many rural and urban communities struggle to meet. She noted that there had been 
ongoing discussion about ways to make it easier for these communities to access federal funds. 
 
Mr. Claypool said that Ms. Burtzlaff’s explanation made sense. 
 
Mr. John Picuri said he would be abstaining from the vote.  
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Mr. Tom Jordan made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-049. Commissioner Jim Dvorak 
seconded the motion.  
 
Mr. Matt Moss emphasized the importance of the strategies and the work of the External Affairs 
Committee as presented to the Board. Representing the City of Cleveland, he noted that a quarter 
of households lack access to a vehicle, and 70% have either no car or only one car. He added 
that the city must carefully allocate local funding to remain competitive and leverage federal funds 
to meet both immediate and long-term community needs. He stated that the priorities in the 
strategy closely align with the city’s needs and expressed his support for approval. 
 
Mr. Claypool commented that programs such as the Carbon Reduction Program divert funds from 
other effective programs for low-income constituencies. He suggested reviewing the strategies to 
remove items that do not achieve meaningful outcomes, acknowledging that this might make him 
the “lone voice,” but emphasizing his desire for more effective governance. 
 
Director Gallucci clarified that the Carbon Reduction Program is a USDOT formula funding 
program, not the USEPA’s Climate Pollution Program. She noted that removing it would mean 
NOACA would no longer advocate for it, but that it currently exists under USDOT’s IIJA funding. 
 
Mr. Claypool thanked Director Gallucci for the explanation, noting that it was very helpful. 
 
The Board voted. Mr. Picuri abstained from voting. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Governance Committee  
 
Resolution 2025-050 CY 2026 Board, Committee, Subcommittee, and Council Meeting 
Schedule 
Ms. Liz Barlik explained that meetings are scheduled to align committee and Board actions with 
NOACA’s required federal and state actions and to ensure thorough review through councils, 
subcommittees, and committees. She noted that meeting dates are screened to avoid holidays 
and major regional events, resulting in adjustments such as those around Juneteenth. 
 
Ms. Barlik noted that, beginning next year, the HR Personnel and Organizational Development 
Subcommittee will be added to the regular schedule with quarterly meetings. She added that 
Finance and Audit Committee meetings will be moved to follow the External Affairs, Policy, and 
Planning and Programming Committee meetings on the same day, allowing agency business to 
be reviewed and recommended prior to the Executive Committee meeting and providing time for 
debriefings. 
 
Ms. Barlik noted that the Finance and Audit Committee had been informed of this change and 
raised no objections. She added that additional rescheduling was done in June to accommodate 
Juneteenth. 
 
Mayor Brennan made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-050. Mr. Moss seconded the motion.  
 
Mr. Picuri suggested rescheduling the Board meeting on September 11, noting it marked the 25th 
anniversary of the terrorist attacks. 
 
President Ronayne agreed and asked staff to revise the meeting schedule accordingly. 
 
Ms. Barlik agreed, noting there was sufficient time to adjust the schedule. She asked Mr. Gembala 
whether a floor amendment was needed or if it could be done afterward. 
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Mr. Gembala said the Board could amend now, but it might be easier to handle afterward, noting 
there would be broad support for the change. 
 
President Ronayne said the Board had three meetings before that date, so unless a sync was 
scheduled now, the matter could be addressed as a new business item in 2026. He also 
acknowledged Mr. Gall’s steadfast service and noted that Commissioner Riddell had pointed out 
Fridays are difficult for Lorain County due to Board of Commissioners meetings. He clarified that 
a commissioner’s absence was due to scheduling conflicts, not a lack of interest. 
 
Mr. Gall said that the proposed change to the Finance Committee schedule would help, as Lorain 
County Board of Commissioners’ meetings typically end by noon. He noted that the change would 
allow Commissioner Riddell to attend NOACA Finance and Audit Committee meetings and 
described the schedule adjustment as a positive development. 
 
The Board voted and the motion passed by voice vote. 
 
Finance and Audit Committee 
 
Resolution 2025-051: Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Recommendation for 
Funding – MidTown Cleveland Inc. 
Director Gallucci addressed questions raised at the committee level regarding the relationship 
between NOACA and Vibrant NEO. She reminded the Board that a memorandum of agreement 
exists between NOACA and Vibrant NEO and that a coalition was formed for the Brownfields 
Revolving Loan Fund, which was approved by the Board in 2022. The Brownfields Steering 
Committee established a process to review applications and make recommendations, which are 
approved by both the NOACA and Vibrant NEO boards. However, since NOACA serves as the 
fiscal agent for the grant, the Board has final approval authority over all funding. 
 
Mr. Jason Knauer stated that Resolution 2025-051 would extend a $750,000 loan to MidTown 
Cleveland, Inc. from the NOACA-Vibrant NEO Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund, with amended 
terms and conditions. 
 
Mr. Knauer stated that the property at 3301 Payne Ave., Cleveland (2.534 acres; 38,000 sq. ft.) 
is a former limited retail site proposed for mixed-use affordable housing and commercial 
development, potentially including a Cleveland Public Library branch. He noted that the 
Brownfields Steering Committee reviewed the project application including requested revised loan 
terms, which were approved by the Vibrant NEO Board on October 28, 2025. MidTown 
subsequently requested a 15-year repayment term, which was supported by a creditworthiness 
analysis from Sudsina & Associates, LLC. 
 
Mr. Knauer stated that the financial impact includes a $750,000 allocation from the Brownfields 
Revolving Loan Fund for eligible expense reimbursement, with expected interest of $257,123.80 
over the loan term. He noted that, pending Board approval and U.S. EPA eligibility determination, 
the loan would be executed and funds encumbered. 
 
Mr. Claypool stated that, while the project has merit, it appears to fall outside an MPO’s 
responsibilities and is more appropriate for a Council of Governments. He expressed concerns 
regarding unclear roles, governance, funding sources, Brownfields Steering Committee 
involvement, and potential liability related to Vibrant NEO. He questioned ownership of the 
Revolving Loan Fund and noted that the NOACA Board may not fully understand what it was 
being asked to approve. 
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President Ronayne stated that the Board was reviewing the governance of the loan fund. 
 
Director Gallucci stated that Mr. Claypool had submitted a public records request for the 
agreement, which staff provided. She noted that agreements exist between NOACA, Vibrant 
NEO, and the U.S. EPA, all of which had been approved by the NOACA Board. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked for the names of the members of the Vibrant NEO Board. 
 
Director Gallucci stated that the Vibrant NEO Board dates back to 2010 with the creation of the 
Northeast Ohio Sustainable Communities Consortium (NEOSCC), and that all related documents 
are available online or have been presented to Mr. Claypool. She offered to discuss the 
documents with Mr. Claypool individually. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether the base of the loan fund rests with NOACA or another entity. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that NOACA is the fiduciary agent for the Brownfields Revolving Loan 
Fund and has final approval authority. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether the funds are held in a NOACA bank account or elsewhere. 
 
Director Gallucci stated that the funds would rest with NOACA; however, because most federal 
funds are reimbursed after expenditures, there is no money currently held in an account. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether NOACA is acting as a pass-through or conduit, and whether 
extending the term from 15 to 18 years would allow NOACA-Vibrant NEO to accrue additional 
interest. 
 
Director Gallucci said yes. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether NOACA-Vibrant NEO would earn incremental interest on 
approximately $250,000 over the 18-year term. 
 
Director Gallucci said yes and noted, per Mr. Knauer, that the funds would then be available for 
loaning again. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked whether the interest would be held in a NOACA bank account. 
 
Director Gallucci stated that the Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund is a new program and that 
NOACA had not yet received or disbursed funds but would maintain a separate account under 
NOACA’s control. 
 
Ms. Wordell confirmed that, under her understanding of the agreement, NOACA would open a 
separate bank account for the funds, allowing interest to be held and tracked separately. 
 
Mr. Jordan asked who Sudsina & Associates worked for when analyzing the project’s 
creditworthiness. 
 
Director Gallucci said Sudsina was hired to perform financial reviews for NOACA using U.S. EPA 
funds. 
 
Mr. Jordan noted that sometimes developers offer their own analysis. 
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Director Gallucci clarified that, in this case, the analysis was conducted for NOACA. 
 
Mr. Jordan asked whether staff could further describe or break out the redevelopment costs 
beyond the $47 million figure. 
 
Mr. Knauer said he did not have the full details available, but noted the project includes 
redevelopment of approximately 120 housing units and 35,000 square feet of commercial space. 
He added that NOACA was provided a project breakdown and that he would confirm the 
information and provide it to Mr. Jordan. 
 
President Ronayne suggested that, given the questions raised, a future meeting could include a 
presentation on the program to address them. He noted, however, that due to development 
timelines, such a presentation would not be possible before the action today. 
 
Mr. Jordan said that while the redevelopment was expensive, most of the cost is for actual 
construction, with remediation being a small portion of the overall redevelopment costs. 
 
Ms. Calley Mersmann noted that Vibrant NEO board members are listed online and that, for this 
project, a state low-income housing tax credit award applies. She added that the state website 
provides some development information, which could be helpful in the short term before staff can 
provide more details. 
 
President Ronayne thanked Ms. Mersmann for sharing that information. 
 
Mr. Andy Conrad asked whether the program provides any collateral or guarantees for the loan, 
and if so, what they are for this project. 
 
Mr. Knauer said that Sudsina & Associates typically recommends collateral, and that the loan 
agreements include both personal and organizational guarantees, as well as escrow deposits 
throughout the term to cover any missed payments. Collateral is included based on Sudsina’s 
recommendations. 
 
Mr. Dever made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-051. Mr. James DeRosa seconded the 
motion. 
 
Mr. Thomas Patrick stated that members had discussed the project at the last Finance and Audit 
Committee, where he raised questions about the process. He noted that U.S. EPA eligibility, 
typically completed before Board approval, had been delayed due to the federal government 
shutdown. For that reason, he had previously voted no and said he would do so again, 
emphasizing the importance of following the full process to avoid potential issues. 
 
President Ronayne reiterated his earlier request for staff to provide Board members with more 
information on the Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund. 
 
The Board voted. Mr. Claypool and Mr. Patrick voted no. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
President Ronayne reiterated that staff would follow up with more information on the Brownfields 
Revolving Loan Fund. 
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Director Gallucci said she planned to present a detailed overview of NOACA’s operations at the 
January organizational meeting. Noting recent Board transitions and unfamiliarity with programs 
like the Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund. 
 
Mr. Claypool requested that Director Gallucci include a discussion of NEOSCC, Vibrant NEO, 
NEO2050, and NEO2040, noting confusion among these entities and stressing that the NOACA 
Board needed a full understanding to make informed decisions and avoid liability. 
 
President Ronayne noted the appointment of Mr. Jeff Epstein, President and CEO of the 
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority, as NOACA’s newest Board member. He noted that 
Mr. Epstein previously served as Cleveland’s Chief Development Officer and as CEO of Midtown 
Inc. 
 
Planning and Programming Committee 
 
Resolution 2025-052: Second Quarter SFY 2026 Plan and TIP Amendments  
Mr. Ed May provided background on the Plan and TIP amendment process and presented 
information on the following projects, proposed for amendment to the TIP and not receiving 
NOACA funds: 

• CUY SR 087 12.05 Widening (PID 108766) 
• LAK SR 615 – 01.69 (PID 124351) 
• CUY IR 077 11.11 Replace (PID 21788) 
• CUY IR 077 11.21 Major Rehab (PID 105743) 
• GCRTA Capital Projects 

 
Mr. May stated that the cost of the programmed projects being amended in the Plan and TIP was 
$292.4 million, and the cost of the projects proposed to be amended to the TIP was $20.4 million. 
He noted that funding for these projects was committed and/or planned from non-NOACA 
sources, provided by FHWA and FTA, and administered through ODOT. 
 
Mayor Annette Blackwell made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-052. Mayor Brennan 
seconded the motion.  
 
The Board voted and the motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Resolution 2025-053: CY 2026 Highway Safety Performance Measure Targets 
Ms. Kessa Turnbull stated that Resolution 2025-053 adopts a 4% reduction rate for CY 2026 
Highway Safety Performance Measure Targets. 
 
Ms. Turnbull presented information on the following: 

• Fatalities 
• CY 2026 Safety Performance Measure Target Setting 
• Historic Fatalities in the NOACA Region 
• Fatalities per Year with VMT and Speed Comparison 

 
Ms. Turnbull said that, pending Board approval, the Long-Range Transportation Plan and 
Transportation Improvement Plan safety-related targets would be updated. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether the 159 figure represented total fatalities on all roads in the 
NOACA region over the past year. 
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Ms. Turnbull said yes, confirming that 159 reflects the total number of fatalities, including crashes 
with multiple fatalities, not the total number of crashes with fatalities in the region. 
 
President Ronayne noted that the stated goal was a 4% reduction and suggested that geoplotted 
crash data shared with law enforcement could help identify and address hot spots. 
 
Ms. Turnbull explained that NOACA gets crash data from Ohio Traffic Crash Reports (OH-1), 
which lead to underrepresenting on property-damage-only crashes and crashes involving non-
motorized users, as people often do not call the police when they think they are not seriously 
injured. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether the primary means of achieving the 4% reduction was public 
education or communication. 
 
Ms. Turnbull replied that it was a combination of strategies, using a Safe System approach 
focused on safer vehicles, roads, speeds, users, and improved post-crash care. 
 
Mr. Claypool noted that correlation does not equal causation. Some countries, such as Germany 
and France, have unlimited speed limits yet fewer crashes and deaths, questioning whether the 
U.S. focus on speed addressed the right causes. He added that European highways, including 
the Autobahn, have strict rules such as slower drivers must move right, and drivers cannot eat, 
drink, or text allowing maximum safe driving freedom. He asked if anybody had looked at that 
data. 
 
Ms. Turnbull said yes and noted that speed mattered because faster vehicles reduce reaction 
time and increase stopping distance. She added that the U.S. performs poorly compared to other 
developed countries. Abroad, high-speed roads are separated from non-motorized users, and city 
centers have very low speed limits or vehicle bans. In the U.S., a 25 m.p.h. speed limit near 
people is considered a success. 
 
Mr. Claypool reiterated that European highways, including the Autobahn, have strict rules: slower 
drivers must move right, and drivers cannot eat, drink, or text. He noted that these rules focus on 
safety while allowing drivers to travel at high speeds safely. 
 
Ms. Turnbull commented positively on the discussion of distracted driving. 
 
Mr. Picuri suggested that NOACA focus on improving seatbelt usage, which is the lowest in Ohio 
and aligns with ODOT’s efforts in Greater Cleveland. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether the 159 figure included automobile crashes, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists. 
 
Ms. Turnbull confirmed that it did. 
 
President Ronayne noted that NOACA had a benchmark to work with. 
 
Mr. Moss stated that Cleveland’s Vision Zero Action Plan and Vision Zero Initiative showed that 
the most common fatal crashes involved drivers hitting fixed objects, often at high speeds, and 
sometimes distracted or intoxicated. He added that these crashes relate to speed, roadway 
design, and seatbelt use, and that the plan uses a “Swiss cheese” approach addressing 
education, design, and enforcement. 
 

11



 

President Ronayne highlighted that the city of Oslo, with 700,000 people, had achieved zero traffic 
fatalities in a year. 
 
Mr. Moss added that the city of Hoboken also had a year without fatalities. 
 
President Ronayne suggested that the region could aim to implement all these strategies. 
 
Mayor Kim Thomas made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-053. Mayor Alai seconded the 
motion.  
 
The Board voted and the motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Resolution 2025-054: Medina County FPA Prescriptions Modification Request for the 
Villas at Hidden Lakes and Stonegate Subdivision in Medina Township 
Ms. Sarah Stanzi stated that Resolution 2025-054 modifies wastewater treatment prescriptions 
for 84 acres in the Medina County FPA, reclassifying 50 acres to “Sewers Expected Within 20 
Years” and 34 acres to “Currently Sewered.” 
 
Ms. Stanzi stated that the request allowed the extension of sanitary sewers. She noted that the 
applicant was the Medina County Sanitary Engineers and that the affected area included two 
parcels in Medina Township totaling 101.24 acres, with 84 acres requiring a prescription change. 
She added that notification requirements had been fulfilled and all affected parties were in 
agreement. 
 
Ms. Stanzi reviewed the current and proposed FPA prescriptions, noting that the modification 
aligned prescriptions with parcel lines ensured sewer availability for proposed development, and 
maintained consistency with Clean Water 2020 guidelines. 
 
Ms. Stanzi stated that, pending NOACA Board approval, the modification would be distributed to 
appropriate agencies and submitted to the Ohio EPA for governor certification. 
 
Mr. Gall made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-054. Mr. Dever seconded the motion. The 
Board voted and the motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Policy Committee (no items) 

 
Presentation/Discussion Items 
 
Code of Regulations Revision – Article IX Ratification 
Director Gallucci said the amendments being presented reflected changes proposed by the 
Governance Committee. He noted that there were two significant changes and yielded to Trustee 
Brandon, Governance Committee Chair, to provide background. 
 
Trustee Brandon stated that the Governance Committee recommended eliminating ratification for 
individual county changes to membership, instead making these changes annually at the NOACA 
organizational meeting in January. He explained that this allows each county more control and 
flexibility over its Board membership. 
 
Director Gallucci said that was the basis of the change and noted that several steps needed to be 
taken: one is the elimination of ratification, and the other is specifying the changes required for 
membership. She turned the presentation over to Ms. Barlik to review the specifics. 
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Ms. Barlik stated that, following discussion at the June Board meeting, the Governance 
Committee met to review the Board’s current membership, potential changes, and associated 
ratification requirements. She explained that Article IX currently requires amendments to Article 
IV to be ratified by each county, prompting discussion on streamlining the approval process to 
allow changes to take effect more efficiently while providing greater flexibility and control for 
NOACA’s primary members. Ms. Barlik added that at the October 24 meeting, the Committee 
approved a motion to amend the Code by removing this requirement from Article IX. At the 
November 14 meeting, the Committee narrowed the scope of the amendment and recommended 
it to the Board, limiting the exception to ratification in Article IV to the list of members in Section 
4.2. 
 
Ms. Barlik then presented the proposed change to Article IX amendments and noted that this item 
would be presented for action at the special Board meeting on January 9, 2026, in accordance 
with Article IX of the Code of Regulations, which permits Board action on Code amendments only 
when notice is given at the preceding regular meeting or at a special meeting called for that 
purpose. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked whether the proposed change would require notification and ratification by 
each county. 
 
Mr. Gembala stated that the proposed amendment to the Code’s amendment provisions would 
eliminate the requirement for county ratification, allowing the NOACA Board to amend specific 
portions of the Code without submitting them to each county. 
 
Mr. Claypool stated that, based on his reading of Article IX, changes to Section 4 require 
ratification by all counties and indicated he would have the proposal reviewed by counsel, noting 
that approval in January might still require county ratification. 
 
Mr. Gembala clarified that the contemplated change modifies the amendment provisions 
themselves so that ratification would not be required for specific sections. 
 
Commissioner Beverage asked whether adoption of the change by the Board would require 
ratification by all five counties. 
 
Mr. Gembala responded that it would not. 
 
Mr. Capelle asked whether changes to Board appointments could affect dues responsibility if 
appointees changed annually. 
 
Director Gallucci explained that dues were billed to the counties under the Code, with counties 
determining whether to pay directly or allocate costs among their representatives, and that 
NOACA did not mandate how counties distributed dues. 
 
President Ronayne clarified that dues were billed to the Boards of County Commissioners by 
district or county sector. 
 
Mr. Capelle noted that Laketran currently received a bill directly from NOACA. 
 
Director Gallucci clarified that Laketran was billed as a courtesy at the county’s direction, but dues 
were formally charged to the counties, which could choose to pay or sub-allocate them. 
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President Ronayne stated that the special January 9 meeting was required to introduce the item 
and conduct the Board vote, and that the meeting was expected to be brief but would require a 
quorum. 
 
Code of Regulations Revision – Section 4.2 Membership 
Ms. Barlik presented information on the following: 

• Board Membership 
o Requirements for MPO Governance 
o Current NOACA Board of Directors  
o Proposed Board of Directors and Membership List 

• Additional Changes 
 
Ms. Barlik stated that this item would be presented for action at the special Board meeting on 
January 9, 2026, in accordance with Article IX of the Code of Regulations, which allows the Board 
to act on Code amendments only when notice is given at the immediately preceding regular 
meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose. 
 
Commissioner Beverage thanked the Governance Committee for its extensive work, noting the 
effort to balance interests across counties and the region while providing flexibility in Board 
composition. He emphasized that the proposal does not change overall composition or 
proportionality, but clarifies membership provisions in Sections 4.2(c) through (h), and he thanked 
Ms. Barlik and Committee members for their work on the revisions. 
 
Mr. Claypool stated that the proposed change limits a County Commissioner’s ability to appoint 
representatives of their choosing, arguing that requiring appointees to be elected or appointed 
officials restricts commissioners’ discretion to select individuals they believe best represent their 
community. 
 
Commissioner Beverage agreed that the change removes some appointing authority but stated 
his support, explaining that he prefers Board members to have expertise in areas stated such as 
environmental planning, land use management, and transportation. 
 
Mr. Conrad expressed concern that, as a transportation-focused organization, the proposal 
seemed to exclude county engineers and service directors, potentially reducing the level of 
technical expertise on the NOACA Board. 
 
President Ronayne thanked Mr. Conrad and encouraged him to raise his points at the January 9 
meeting, noting that the item was being introduced and was not yet up for a vote. 
 
Mr. Capelle asked whether the objective was to approve the change on January 9 so it could take 
effect by January 23, 2026. 
 
President Ronayne confirmed that the January 9 meeting was necessary to seat members in time 
for the January 23 organizational meeting. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed this objective and explained that some ratification would still be 
required. She clarified that membership qualification criteria would continue to require ratification, 
as this represented a material change. However, the proposal would remove the ratification 
requirement for the listing of members in Section 4.2. Currently, all of Section 4.2 requires 
ratification; under the proposed change, everything would still require ratification except the 
member list (formerly Sections (a) through (f), now Sections (c) through (h)). She stated that this 

14



 

change reflects the Governance Committee’s recommendation to give counties flexibility in 
naming members while maintaining ratification for qualification criteria. 
 
Mr. Picuri agreed with Mr. Conrad’s concerns and emphasized the value county engineers bring 
to Board discussions. 
 
President Ronayne noted that further discussion and a vote would occur at the January 9 meeting, 
adding that governance is a fluid process and adjustments can be made over time as changes 
are evaluated. 
 
Mayor Brennan asked whether references to expertise in transportation and land use would 
include engineers. 
 
Commissioner Beverage confirmed that engineers would qualify under the proposed expertise 
criteria and could still be appointed. He explained that the proposal does not remove engineers 
from eligibility, gives elected officials discretion in selecting their delegations, maintains 
accountability to voters, and leaves Lorain County’s membership unchanged. 
 
President Ronayne stated that NOACA counsel Mr. Gembala confirmed Commissioner 
Beverage’s statements were correct. 
 
Mr. Picuri noted that county engineers are elected officials and expressed his view that they 
should be specifically identified. 
 
Ms. Annie Pease asked Director Gallucci to clarify the procedural ratification requirements for 
changes to Section 4.2 between that meeting, January 9, and January 23. 
 
Director Gallucci acknowledged the complexity and tight timeline, noting that significant work must 
be completed by January 23, and deferred procedural specifics to Mr. Gembala. 
 
Mr. Gembala explained that the initial amendment pertained to Article IX, which governs 
amendments to the Code. Under the Code, amendments require Board approval, except for 
Article IV, which requires county ratification. Once Article IX is amended, Article IV would continue 
to require ratification except for Sections 4.2(c) through (h), which list individual positions. 
Amendments to Section 4.2A would still require county ratification. He stated that the intent is to 
maintain existing ratification requirements while excluding the individual member listings. 
 
Mayor Meghan George asked whether the proposed change would affect subcommittee 
appointments or apply only to the Board of Directors. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that the change applies only to the Board of Directors. 
 
President Ronayne thanked Director Gallucci, Ms. Barlik, and Mr. Gembala, and advised 
members to direct any further questions to NOACA staff or counsel. 
 
Old Business 
No old business was discussed at this meeting.  
 
New Business 
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Consent Agenda 
Director Gallucci explained that, to expedite Board meetings, staff had proposed using a consent 
agenda. Routine items would be included on the consent agenda and would not require 
presentations, lengthy discussion, or debate. Any Board member could request that an item be 
removed for full presentation and discussion. She noted that Executive Committee action was 
required to implement this change and deferred to Mr. Gembala for details. 
 
Mr. Gembala stated that the Executive Committee’s action would formally authorize including a 
consent agenda in meeting agendas. Typically, noncontroversial items—such as minutes or 
routine FPA changes—would be placed on the consent agenda, identified through the established 
process, and voted on as a single block. Any member could remove an item for full discussion 
with other action items. The intent was to streamline routine matters and allow more time for 
substantive discussion. 
 
Director Gallucci added that staff would make Board memos and packets more robust by including 
additional information, enabling members to review materials in advance and come better 
prepared. She noted that several Board members had suggested this approach during one-on-
one discussions and thanked them for sharing examples from other boards that follow this 
practice. 
 
President Ronayne emphasized that bundling routine items, such as certain FPAs, would allow 
more time for substantive issues. He reiterated that any item could still be removed from the 
consent agenda, either in advance by contacting Director Gallucci or staff, or from the floor if 
necessary. The overall goal was to be mindful of time while ensuring adequate discussion of 
important matters. 
 
President Ronayne asked whether any formal action was required. 
 
Mr. Gembala responded that no action was needed at that time. 
 
President Ronayne asked members to contact Mr. Gembala if they had any serious objections. 
 
Public Comment 
No one signed up to speak at this meeting.  
 
Chair’s Remarks 
President Ronayne stated that outgoing Board members will be honored at the January 23, 2026, 
Board meeting. He noted that Mayor Brennan is among those being recognized and 
acknowledged his service as Chair of the Planning and Programming Committee, thanking him 
for his long-standing service to NOACA. 
 
President Ronayne also recognized Commissioner Regovich, noting that NOACA will present a 
resolution to the Lake County Board of Commissioners to be shared with his family. He praised 
Commissioner Regovich’s outstanding service to the Board and noted that Mayor-Elect Petras’ 
predecessor also served on the Board. 
 
President Ronayne expressed his appreciation to all Board members for their work over the past 
year, noting that he will serve as Chair for one more meeting and briefly at the start of the 
January 23 meeting. He thanked the group for its collegiality and highlighted the value of holding 
meetings in Lake and Lorain Counties, with hopes of visiting Geauga and Medina Counties in the 
future. 
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President Ronayne extended special thanks to Director Gallucci, the senior leadership team, and 
all NOACA staff for their work in 2025. He highlighted key organizational improvements, including 
the work of the HR Subcommittee led by Mayor Matt Castelli and Ms. Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, the 
hiring of NOACA’s HR Director, and the addition of Mr. Gembala as NOACA’s new legal counsel. 
He also thanked Board members for their guidance, collaboration, and willingness to serve as 
resources across counties and projects. 
 
President Ronayne emphasized the importance of maintaining open communication into 2026, 
noting upcoming challenges such as potential state legislative changes, ongoing governance 
discussions, and major projects, including those in the Aerozone near the airport. He commended 
the Board for strong attendance, engagement during lengthy meetings, and consistent support. 
 
President Ronayne concluded by thanking the Board for a productive year, expressing his 
gratitude for their service, and wishing members and their families a happy holiday season. He 
emphasized his desire to convey an overall attitude of gratitude. 
 
Mr. Claypool stated that he appreciated President Ronayne’s leadership and felt he did a fantastic 
job. 
 
Adjournment 
Mayor Alai made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:20 a.m. Mr. Jordan seconded the motion. 
The motion passed by voice vote. 
 
The next meeting will be on Friday, January 9, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., at the NOACA Offices. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cuyahoga County Executive Chris Ronayne 
NOACA Board President 
 
Note: Additional information on the agenda items is available on NOACA’s website and YouTube 
channel.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ATTENDANCE 

MEETING DATES 1/24/25 3/14/25 6/13/25 9/12/25 12/12/25 
BOARD OFFICERS 

BEVERAGE III, Morris W. X X X X X 
BIBB, Justin A A A A A 
BLACKWELL, Annette M. X X X X X 
BRADLEY, Jack X X A X X 
BRANDON, Jeff X X X X X 
BRENNAN, Michael D. X X X X X 
CONRAD, Andy X X A X X 
CUNNINGHAM, Mark X X X  X 
DVORAK, James W.  A X A A X 
GRIFFIN, Blaine A. X X X X X 
HARRISON, Aaron M.  X X X X  
PLECNIK, John A A A A X 
RIDDELL, Jeff A A X A A 
RONAYNE, Chris X X X X X 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
County Government 

CIEREBIEJ, Mary X/A X X X A 
DEVER, Michael X X A X X 
HOUSER, Michael J. A X A A A 

Regional Authorities 
DREYFUSS-WELLS, Kyle A A X X X 
EPSTEIN, Jeff     X 
GUTHEIL, David  A A A  
KOOMAR, Paul A X X A X 

Suburban Regions 
ALAI, Samuel A  X X X 
ANTOSKIEWICZ, Larry X X X  A 
BOBST, Pamela X X X X  
CASTELLI, Matthew X X X X X 
DEGEETER, Timothy A X X A X 
GAIL, Kirsten Holzheimer X X X X X 
GEORGE, Meghan A X   X 
SEREN, Kahlil  X    
CUDA, Tony    X A 
THOMAS, Kim  X X  X 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 
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MEETING DATES 1/24/25 3/14/25 6/13/25 9/12/25 12/12/25 
DEROSA, James  A X A X X 
FIELDS, Marka X     
HOWSE-JONES, Stephanie X X X   
KAZY, Brian A  X X X 
MCCORMACK, Kerry X X X   
MERSMANN, Calley A X X X  
O’Keeffe, Sarah  X    
MOSS, Matt   X A  
SLIFE, Charles      

GEAUGA COUNTY 
BRAKEY, Carolyn A X X X X 
SPIDALIERI, Ralph A A A A A 

LAKE COUNTY 
EXLEY, Alan X X  X  
CAPELLE, Ben  X X X X 
REGOVICH, Richard X/A X A X A 

LORAIN COUNTY 
BRUBAKER, Kevin X  X A X 
CARNEY, Ken A A A A A 
CORCORAN, Kevin X  X  X 
MOORE, David J.   A A A A 

MEDINA COUNTY 
MAGOVAC, Paul X X X X  

STATE OF OHIO 
AHMED, Ferzan*  A  X A 
EMERMAN, David* X     
PICURI, John X X A X X 
Total Members Attend: 42 43 43 39 39 

X = Member present A = Alternate present * = Ex officio, non-voting 
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NOACA Board of Directors  
Special Meeting Minutes 

January 9, 2026 
NOACA Offices 

1299 Superior Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 

Present: Please see the attached attendance record. 

President Chris Ronayne convened the NOACA Board meeting at 9:05 a.m. 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 
No one signed in to speak at this meeting. 

Announcement 
President Ronayne recognized the passing of Mr. Hunter Morrison, a former board member, past 
chair of the NOACA board, and former Planning Director for the City of Cleveland. He asked for 
a moment of silence in Mr. Morrison’s memory. President Ronayne reflected on his lasting legacy, 
including leadership in developing North Coast Harbor, the Gateway project, neighborhood 
planning across the region, and strengthening NOACA’s regional connections. He noted that the 
last time he heard Mr. Morrison speak was in the NOACA boardroom, offering guidance on 
governance. 

Director Gallucci shared that Mr. Morrison served twice as NOACA Board President and was a 
longtime board member representing the City of Cleveland. After leaving the city, he returned to 
work with NOACA as Executive Director of the Northeast Ohio Sustainable Communities 
Consortium (NEOSCC, now Vibrant NEO), with NOACA serving as organizing and fiduciary MPO 
alongside four other regional planning organizations. Director Gallucci noted that she served for 
three years on the board, with Mr. Morrison, during which NOACA and partners received the 
Daniel Burnham Award for best comprehensive plan in the nation. She emphasized Mr. 
Morrison’s lasting impact on NOACA and the broader 12-county super-region. 

Director Gallucci recognized Mayor Matt Castelli, Mayor Tim DeGeeter, and Mayor Sam Alai for 
carpooling to today’s meeting.  

President Ronayne stated that the remainder of the meeting would focus on governance. He 
thanked Trustee Brandon, Chair of the Governance Committee, noting that he had a great deal 
to cover, and also thanked Director Gallucci and Ms. Liz Barlik for presenting Resolutions 2026-
01 and 2026-02. For those not involved in the Governance Committee or prior discussions, he 
noted that significant governance changes are proposed, including how counties affirm members. 
The Committee discussed whether it is more appropriate for each county to affirm its own 
members rather than one county overseeing others. Revisions to the membership are also under 
review. President Ronayne emphasized the importance of ensuring fair representation and 
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appropriate authority for all jurisdictions. He concluded by inviting open discussion and feedback, 
adding that if further work is needed, the items will return to the Governance Committee for review. 
 
Resolutions/Action Items 
 
Governance Committee 
 
Code of Regulations Revisions Resolution 2026-001: Article IX - Ratification 
Director Gallucci stated that Ms. Barlik would deliver the presentation and asked the Board for 
patience, noting that the item is complex. She had asked Ms. Barlik to proceed slowly to ensure 
full understanding before any discussion or action. As the President noted, this work has been 
underway for several months. Director Gallucci added that today’s special meeting is required 
under the Code of Regulations, which calls for an initial reading or discussion at one Board 
meeting, followed by approval at a subsequent meeting. 
 
Director Gallucci stated that Ms. Barlik would present both resolutions together, as they are 
connected, so members could understand how they work in tandem before discussing and voting 
on them. 
 
Ms. Barlik reviewed prior actions and explained that the Governance Committee recommended 
two amendments to the Code: one to amend Article IX to allow an exception to the requirement 
that changes to Article IV be ratified by all counties, and another to amend Section 4.2 regarding 
the list of member representatives and their qualifications. She noted that these proposed 
amendments were presented to the Board for informational purposes in December. 
 
Ms. Barlik then reviewed the Code amendment process and timeline for the how the proposed 
changes to the Code of Regulations came about. The amendments originated with Geauga 
County’s 2025 request to change a Board seat from a commissioner to an engineer, which 
required a Code revision. While the change was approved by the Board, full county ratification is 
still pending. Concerns about board membership and the ratification process discussed by the 
Board in June prompted the Governance Committee to review NOACA’s structure. The 
Committee aimed to simplify member appointments by giving counties and the City of Cleveland 
more control without full ratification. After two special meetings and input from Commissioner 
Steve Hambley Mr. Hunter Morrison, the Committee recommended removing the full ratification 
requirement for membership changes and modifying certain board positions to allow appointees 
with defined qualifications. These amendments were refined in November to clarify qualifications 
and limit the removal of ratification solely to membership listings. 
 
Ms. Barlik presented information on: 

• Resolution 2026-001 
• Proposed Amendment to Article IX – Amendments 
• Resolution 2026-002 Amending Section 4.2 – Membership 
• Current and Proposed Board of Directors 
• Additional Changes 
• Outcome if Approved 
• Summary of Resolutions 2026-001 and 2026-002 

 
Ms. Barlik emphasized that the process involved extensive deliberation, was initiated by the 
Board, and that the Board ultimately decides NOACA’s governance. She reviewed the two 
resolutions before the Board: Resolution 2026-001, amending Article IX to create an exception to 
the Article IV ratification requirement for the membership list in Section 4.2, and Resolution 2026-
002, amending Section 4.2 regarding members, their representatives, and qualifications. 
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President Ronayne stated that NOACA’s Board periodically revisits governance issues, and 
today’s meeting reflects that ongoing cycle. He asked Ms. Barlik to display a slide on the key 
highlights and intent of the proposed changes. Noting differing opinions among the counties, he 
acknowledged Medina County’s January 7 letter expressing opposition and invited Medina 
County representatives to comment, noting that the letter was submitted and signed by all three 
commissioners. 

Mr. Andy Conrad expressed confusion about why Medina County’s membership is being changed 
without their consultation and why the process varies across counties. He noted that the change 
began with Geauga County wanting their engineer included, but now technical experts, such as 
county engineers or public works directors, are being removed. He further stated that for an 
organization struggling with credibility—especially in Medina—this shift toward political 
appointees over trained professionals seems counterproductive and unnecessary. 

Mr. Thomas Patrick asked President Ronayne to read the letter from the Medina County Board 
of Commissioners.  

President Ronayne read the letter regarding the proposed revisions to NOACA’s Code, 
specifically Article IX and Section 4.2. The commissioners expressed concern about removing the 
county engineer as a guaranteed board member, emphasizing that NOACA’s role as a 
transportation planning organization depends on the technical expertise of county engineers in 
areas such as transportation, infrastructure, stormwater, and development. While acknowledging 
the desire for flexibility, the commissioners opposed changes that would reduce this technical 
representation. President Ronayne also noted that the letter formally designates Bethany Dentler, 
Executive Director of the Medina County Economic Development Corporation, as Medina 
County’s alternate representative at the meeting in compliance with Section 4.2(k) of the Code. 
He added that the commissioners expressed appreciation for the Board’s leadership and their 
desire for continued collaboration on regional planning. President Ronayne then invited Ms. 
Dentler to comment. 

Ms. Dentler stated that, as a representative of the Medina County Board of Commissioners, she 
agrees that it is important to include subject-matter experts in transportation planning. She 
emphasized that having engineers in prescribed Board positions is essential. 

President Ronayne stated that the origin of the issue began in Geauga County, where the stated 
intent was to add the county engineer to the list of board members. He noted the concerns raised 
by Medina County and commented that determining how to address these issues on a county-
by-county basis is the role of the Governance Committee, though he was unsure whether the 
Board had reached that point yet. He then invited further comments from Commissioner Morris 
Beverage. 

Commissioner Beverage stated that he made the initial motion and participated in the Governance 
Committee to address Medina County’s concerns. He noted that a Medina County representative 
was part of the discussions, ensuring counties were informed. He emphasized that each county 
has unique needs, and the proposed changes allow county commissioners, executives, or mayors 
to adjust their representatives annually. While NOACA historically focused on transit and 
infrastructure, its mission now includes environmental and economic development issues. The 
changes let counties select experts relevant to current priorities without requiring approval from 
other counties. Commissioner Beverage clarified that the intent was not to remove anyone but to 
give counties discretion over whether engineers or other subject-matter experts serve. 
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President Ronayne said he is trying to summarize points as comments are in and asked for 
patience. He noted that the issue originated with Geauga County regarding the engineer position. 
He indicated that Cuyahoga County, the City of Cleveland, and their representatives likely don’t 
have a dog in this hunt since they do not have county- or city-level engineers, though municipal-
level input is possible. He suggested this is primarily a conversation among Lake, Lorain, Medina, 
and Geauga counties. He asked Trustee Brandon, as Governance Committee Chair, to clarify 
that the core issue is whether appointment authority rests with the Commissioners or is 
determined by office, such as the engineer position. He asked Mr. Gembala if he was correct. 
 
Mr. Gembala said yes.  
 
President Ronayne stated that the discussion is primarily among four counties regarding whether 
county commissioners appoint representatives or if engineers serve by virtue of office. He also 
expressed appreciation for Medina County’s comments in their letter. 
 
Mr. Conrad mentioned that in four of the five counties, the county engineers are elected officials 
chosen by the entire county for transportation planning, and changing NOACA’s process would 
override the choice made by the voters. 
 
President Ronayne noted that the governance routing seemed to give Commissioners appointing 
authority over an elected official who is also the engineer and explained that this debate would 
not make for an easy meeting. 
 
Mr. John Gall noted that back in October, things were moving toward having appointees. By 
November, Lorain County observed that their current membership is actually very representative 
of the county, with township and municipal representation, including large cities like Lorain (75,000 
population) and Elyria (55,000). The county is very balanced with what it has. So, for this particular 
issue, he believed that Lorain County can sit this one out. 
 
President Ronayne asked a follow-up question about the Lorain County membership, regarding 
the listing “County Commissioner (County Engineer),” and wondered how that worked. 
 
Mr. Gall noted that it works out very well and praised Mr. Bob Klaiber, former NOACA president, 
for being a great resource on transportation, stormwater planning, subdivisions, sewers, and 
related matters. 
 
Ms. Dentler said that from Medina County’s perspective, if they wanted to change the resolution 
language to switch from a commissioner appointee back to a county engineer whether it would 
need to go back to the Governance Committee or could be done at this meeting. 
 
Mr. Gembala said that Medina County could make a motion to amend the resolution language to 
reflect their preferred seats, and that the motion would then be subject to a board vote. 
 
President Ronayne asked if the change could be made at this meeting.  
 
Mr. Gembala added that whether the larger issue goes back to the Governance Committee is a 
separate matter, and today’s amendment would only reflect the seating Medina County wants, 
subject to Board approval. 
 
President Ronayne said that some revision was expected at today’s meeting. 
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Mr. Patrick said that Lorain County may have a little dog in the fight regarding the proposed 
change in the first amendment, where ratification is removed and decisions would be made by a 
simple majority vote, which could theoretically allow the Board to remove representatives from 
counties. 
 
Councilwoman Stephanie Howse-Jones replied that, technically, the Board could do so. 
 
Mr. Patrick said that in Lorain County, the commissioners care about NOACA although their 
meetings are scheduled for Fridays. He noted that ratification still allows items to go in front of the 
county government, which is important. He also expressed concern that under the proposed 
change, the board could theoretically remove a representative they may have an issue with by a 
majority vote. 
 
President Ronayne noted that everyone cares about governance regardless of their county, and 
that some healthy tension and potential revisions were expected. 
 
Ms. Mary Cierebiej asked Medina County, which participated in Governance Committee 
conversations, to indicate whether the current proposal aligns with their preferences. 
 
Trustee Brandon said he wanted to clarify that it was never the intention of the Governance 
Committee to eliminate county engineers from the Board. He noted some value in Commissioner 
Beverage’s desire for flexibility but said he never envisioned Medina County changing the 
structure, adding that there is no need to fix something that is not broken. 
 
Mayor Pam Bobst asked for clarification on who determines if a non-elected, non-appointed 
person is selected to serve on the Board and whether their qualifications meet the revised criteria. 
 
President Ronayne said that the proposed change regarding non-appointed persons eliminates 
that aspect. 
 
Director Gallucci said the language change to provide more criteria for appointing members 
originated with her request to clarify and use the same language for alternates and board 
members. She noted that defining alternates was sometimes difficult and required legal counsel 
review, and the proposed change adds clarity and guardrails. Extending it to appointees increases 
the positions subject to legal scrutiny. 
 
President Ronayne asked Mayor Bobst if Director Gallucci’s explanation answered her question. 
 
Mayor Bobst said yes.  
 
President Ronayne asked whether the term “appointee” refers to someone appointed by an 
elected official in their county or a standalone appointed position and requested clarification on 
its definition as it relates to this change. 
 
Director Gallucci read the following language in the amendment: 
 

(a) …All members of the Board of Directors must hold an elected or appointed position in a 
political subdivision, government agency, or public body within the geographic area of the 
respective appointing authorities set forth in Section 4.2(c) through 4.2(h) below. Board 
members who do not hold an elected position shall hold positions in areas concerned with 
transportation environmental planning, land use planning, and economic development.  
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President Ronayne said he did not want to belabor the point, noting it may not be the core of the 
debate, but clarified that “appointee” could mean, for example, a planning director appointed by 
a mayor, someone appointed to the Board by virtue of their city or county position, or simply an 
appointee to the Board itself. 
 
Mr. Gembala said he believes the intent is the former—not the latter—because if it were simply 
an appointment to the Board, it would be at the Board’s discretion. 
 
President Ronayne asked Director Gallucci to confirm the Governance Committee, added 
subject-area expertise such as transportation, environmental planning, land use, and economic 
development to tighten the criteria. 
 
Director Gallucci said yes. 
 
Mr. Conrad said, in response to Commissioner Beverage’s concern about having subject-matter 
experts available year to year, that alternates can fulfill that role. He noted that last year, for 
example, he designated Ms. Dentler as his alternate because she was more appropriate for 
economic development than having another engineer, showing that the framework allows for this 
flexibility. 
 
President Ronayne said he believed a common thread throughout this discussion was the 
distinction between elected and non-elected officials, noting that in the majority of counties, the 
engineer is elected. 
 
Councilman Charles Slife said he was confused and asked why Geauga County’s request to have 
the engineer eligible for the Board, which was passed, has not been fully ratified. He suggested 
that the simple solution might be for the two remaining counties to ratify it to honor Geauga 
County’s request, rather than letting the discussion expand further. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that Councilman Slife was correct regarding the status: Medina 
County and Lake County did not ratify the request. She added that she could not speak to their 
reasons, though perhaps they could. 
  
Mr. Claypool said the Geauga County Engineer has always been eligible to serve on the Board. 
He noted that, as a county commissioner, he appointed the engineer as his alternate when 
needed, since many discussions are not technical but involve economic development and other 
issues. He emphasized that this is not a county engineer issue but a political one in Geauga 
County, originating from individuals rather than the commissioners. He also noted that, while each 
county originally had three commissioners on the Board, Cuyahoga County and Cleveland gained 
a supermajority over time. He warned that the current motion removes one of the last guardrails 
protecting the ring counties’ influence, further limiting their ability to affect Board decisions. 
  
Director Gallucci explained that in 1968, when NOACA was formed, each of the seven counties 
had three county commissioners and three additional members: county engineers, mayors, or 
other representatives with technical expertise. These additional members were chosen among 
themselves, while the county commissioners were their own representatives, with the ability to 
choose alternates. In total, each county had six members. 
  
President Ronayne stated that, in consideration of the Cuyahoga County and City of Cleveland 
members present, he does not believe any elected official from Cuyahoga County or the City of 
Cleveland advanced this idea. He noted that everyone is working collaboratively. 
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Mr. Claypool responded that he did not make that statement. 
 
President Ronayne clarified that his earlier comment about “having a dog in the hunt” was not 
related to safeguards. He emphasized that the discussion originated in Geauga County, was not 
ratified, and now primarily involves Medina, Lake, and Lorain counties, which have differing 
perspectives. 
  
Mr. Claypool read the following language in Article IX and asked counsel to address his question. 
 

This Code of Regulations may be altered, amended, or repealed only by a majority vote 
of the Board of Directors. However, any matters relating to Article IV of this Code of 
Regulations, except for Section 4.2 (c) through (h), shall be altered, amended, or repealed 
upon written approval of each County of the NOACA area. 

 
Mr. Claypool stated that any changes would need to be ratified by all five counties because they 
relate to Article IV. He noted that he is not an attorney but could consult legal counsel for 
interpretation and asked for any opinions or thoughts on this point. 
 
Mr. Gembala stated that he does not read Article IX as broadly as Mr. Claypool. He described the 
language as ambiguous and explained that, in his view, it requires ratification by the counties only 
for amendments to Article IV, not for changes to Article IX. He noted that if the intent were to 
require ratification of Article IX, the language could have been drafted differently or included 
directly in Article IV. 
 
Mr. Claypool acknowledged Mr. Gembala’s point but noted that the language could also be 
interpreted to require ratification of Article IX because it relates to Article IV. He explained that the 
ratification requirement intends to protect minority counties’ interests in membership decisions, 
as membership affects voting and decision-making. He cautioned that if the change passes, 
individual county commissioners may lose the ability to have a representative of their choosing 
on the Board, effectively limiting their authority to represent their constituencies. 
  
Ms. Calley Mersmann sought clarification on the recommendation before the Board, noting that 
changes to the letters of sections in 4.2 do not alter the number of votes, membership count, or 
the calculation of membership across jurisdictions, which would still require ratification. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that this is correct. She explained that changes included in the 
recommendation today that fall outside the membership listing would require ratification, while 
changes under Article IX, if approved, would not require ratification, consistent with the legal 
counsel’s interpretation. 
  
Ms. Mersmann clarified that the shared goal of the Board and the Governance Committee is to 
give local jurisdictions more control over appointments to the Board, rather than having them 
strictly prescribed in the Code of Regulations. She emphasized that elected officials listed in the 
proposed changes would have full authority over their appointments, while acknowledging the 
question of majority Board vote and the potential need to clarify amendment language. 
 
Director Gallucci added that, because staff are requesting this to affect the 2026 Board seating 
on January 23rd, ratification of the membership criteria may not occur in time, or at all. She noted 
that, in that case, changes would still provide greater flexibility, and the process would rely on 
members acting in good faith. 
  
President Ronayne stated that, with the January 23rd Board seating approaching, several related 
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but separate issues remain unresolved. He noted that the initial issue involves the engineer 
positions in the four counties adjacent to Cuyahoga and the question of appointing authority. He 
added that, while the number of seats is not changing, there is a complex discussion about who 
fills those seats. 
 
President Ronayne then asked Mr. Gembala if there was any suggested revision language that 
could clarify the issues, noting that his question could serve as a placeholder unless others had 
questions. 
 
Mayor John Marra asked about county representation and potential amendments. He noted that 
Geauga County has three commissioners overseeing a large territory, with representation based 
on population. Recalling prior discussion about adding an engineer to the Board, he asked 
whether, under the proposed amendment, the three commissioners would select alternates 
collectively or continue choosing them individually and sought clarification on whether the 
amendment would change this process. 
 
Director Gallucci stated that the proposed change does not affect an individual member’s ability 
to select an alternate. While a majority of the county Board would select the member, that member 
would retain the authority to choose their own alternate. 
 
President Ronayne asked for confirmation. The two Geauga County commissioners nodded, 
indicating agreement. He summarized that if the engineer position is added in Geauga County, 
the three county commissioners would vote to select the two commissioner members, and each 
of those members, including the engineer, would then choose their own alternate, as currently 
written in the amendment. 
 
Mr. Claypool emphasized that the original intent of NOACA as metropolitan planning organization 
was to focus on metropolitan planning, with all other activities considered ancillary. He noted that 
the original structure included three county commissioners, representing at least 75% of the 
population, because they are elected to represent the interests of their constituents. He expressed 
concern that if two commissioners could remove a third commissioner, the balance would be 
disrupted, political conflicts could arise, and representation would no longer be pure. He stressed 
that the three original county commissioners were intended to provide balanced representation to 
the Board, reflecting differing political viewpoints. 
 
Director Gallucci noted that there were three other positions as well. 
 
President Ronayne asked Ms. Barlik to bring up the proposed Board of Directors list on the 
screen. He clarified that the discussion is not about changing the number of seats, but about 
changes within counties regarding composition. He noted that the issue originated in Geauga 
County with the request to add an engineer. He explained that the Governance Committee 
recommended that ratification occur at the county level, allowing each county to approve changes 
within its own domain, rather than requiring all five counties to ratify changes across the Board. 
He emphasized that this approach gives counties control over their appointments, while disputes 
between counties remain a normal part of governance. 
 
Commissioner Carolyn Brakey clarified that the intent of the proposal is not political, but simply to 
add the engineer. She stated that she would be willing to step aside from the Board if the measure 
passes, as long as she could serve as an alternate. 
 
Mr. Alan Exley noted that he does not serve on the Governance Committee and was unable to 
attend the December Board meeting to participate in the discussion. He raised concerns that the 
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proposed changes, while keeping elected officials involved, could exclude county engineers from 
participation, thereby removing their expertise and governance knowledge. He also expressed 
concern over ambiguous language and the possibility that the current proposal does not align with 
the original intent of the process. 
 
President Ronayne thanked the engineers and transportation specialists at the meeting for their 
expertise. 
 
Mr. Ben Capelle noted that, as a non-elected official, while he seeks to work collaboratively with 
the commissioners, they should have the authority to replace him if they determine he is not 
fulfilling his role. 
 
Mayor Castelli sought clarification on Geauga County’s appointees. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that the proposed Board of Directors list includes three Commissioner 
appointees for Geauga County, updating the language to read “County Commissioner appointee” 
rather than simply “County Commissioner.” 
 
Mayor Castelli asked if all three Geauga County Commissioners would have the ability to serve 
on the Board or appoint someone. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that they would. 
 
Mr. Claypool added that two commissioners could effectively determine the third seat for an 
appointee. 
 
Director Gallucci added that the choice would follow each county’s own process regarding 
appointments. 
 
Mr. Claypool stated that under the current structure, three commissioners can each choose an 
alternate, with full flexibility in representation. He noted that historically, Geauga County 
commissioners could appoint the county engineer, who participated in reviewing projects, 
allocating funds, and identifying shovel-ready projects. He explained that NOACA’s role has 
expanded beyond a traditional metropolitan planning organization (MPO) to include economic 
development, climate change, and land use planning—areas in which county engineers may not 
always have the expertise or interest to participate fully. Mr. Claypool concluded that every county 
should continue to have three commissioners and the county engineer at the table to maintain 
balanced representation. 
 
Director Gallucci noted that NOACA, created in 1968, was established for regional planning under 
federal legislation, not solely as an MPO, and included broader responsibilities beyond 
transportation. 
 
Mayor Alai stated that this issue was discussed last year in Lorain County, where the Board 
agreed to allow counties to select their own representatives. He noted that Geauga County acted 
on that process, Lorain County chose to keep its representation the same, and Cleveland made 
some changes. He emphasized that circumstances have changed since the original framework 
in 1968. With that, he called the question. 
 
Ms. Barlik said there was no motion on the table.  
 
President Ronayne said there is no actual action at this time. 
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Mayor Alai made a motion to call the question. 
 
President Ronayne asked Mr. Gembala to explain Robert’s Rules. 
 
Mr. Gembala said a member needed to second the motion, which would then open the motion to 
discussion. 
 
President Ronayne asked Mayor Alai to articulate his motion. 
 
Mayor Alai asked whether both resolutions would be voted on together or separately. 
 
President Ronayne said the two resolutions must be voted on separately. 
 
Mayor Alai made a motion to pass Resolution 2026-001. Councilman Brian Kazy seconded the 
motion. 
 
Mr. Klaiber expressed concern that, without county ratification, the Board could vote to remove a 
member, such as the County Executive. 
 
Mr. Gembala confirmed that, yes, the Board could do that. 
 
Mr. Klaiber said he found that concerning. 
 
Mr. Gall said he also found the language concerning and believed the item should be sent back 
to the Governance Committee. He stated that the Board still had more work to do and needed to 
be better prepared, with all outstanding questions answered before scheduling another meeting. 
He emphasized that there was no need to rush the process, noting that past attempts to move 
too quickly had not worked out well. He concluded by expressing hope that the motion could be 
handled appropriately going forward. 
 
Mr. Gall made a motion to send the resolution back to the Governance Committee. Mayor Jack 
Bradley seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Gembala said that if the Board wished to refer the matter back to the Governance Committee, 
a motion and a second were required, followed by discussion on the motion to recommit the item 
to the Governance Committee. 
 
President Ronayne noted that there was a motion on the floor and asked what would happen 
next. 
 
Mr. Gembala clarified that the motion under consideration was to refer the matter back to the 
Governance Committee. He explained that if the item were sent back, it would be carried forward 
to the next Governance Committee meeting, presumably in January. 
 
Councilwoman Howse-Jones noted that a motion was still pending on the floor and required 
action. 
 
Mr. Gembala reiterated that the matter would be referred to the Governance Committee for 
consideration at its next meeting before being presented to the Board. 
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Ms. Barlik explained that Mayor Alai had made a motion to approve the resolution, and that a 
motion to recommit is a subsidiary motion that can be made while a main motion is pending. 
  
President Ronayne noted that there were multiple motions on the floor. He stated that Mayor Alai 
had made a motion, seconded by Councilman Kazy, and that Mr. Gall had made a motion, 
seconded by Mayor Bradley. He asked Mr. Gall to rearticulate his motion. 
  
Mr. Gall stated that his motion was to send Resolution 2026-002 back to the Governance 
Committee for reconsideration. 
 
President Ronayne asked Mr. Gembala whether the Board should vote on this motion or continue 
discussion on both resolutions. 
 
Councilwoman Howse-Jones reminded the Board that Mayor Alai’s motion pertained to 
Resolution 2026-001, not 2026-002. 
 
Mr. Gall corrected his motion, stating that it was, in fact, for Resolution 2026-001. 
 
President Ronayne stated that both motions on the floor are for Resolution 2026-001. He asked 
Mr. Gembala if he had any comments. 
 
Mr. Gembala stated that the discussion would now focus on the motion to recommit to the 
Governance Committee, followed by a vote. 
 
Ms. Mersmann, referring to the discussion on the motion to send the resolution back to the 
Governance Committee, stated that she wanted to clarify the specific items being requested for 
review: (1) that each individual jurisdiction affirm its desired language regarding membership, and 
(2) that the Committee address the issue of the full Board taking action contrary to the wishes of 
any individual jurisdiction. She suggested that this latter concern could potentially be resolved by 
including language requiring that any such amendment be initiated directly by the jurisdiction 
affected. 
 
Director Gallucci noted that staff have drafted language amendments to address the concerns, 
but they have not yet been discussed at this meeting. 
 
President Ronayne asked Mr. Gembala if he wanted to share the language. 
 
Mr. Gembala replied that he could share the language, but the current matter before the Board is 
whether to send the resolution back to the Governance Committee. 
  
Commissioner Beverage commented on the motion to send the resolution back to the 
Governance Committee. He noted that the Governance Committee had already drafted language 
addressing concerns that a majority of the Board could alter composition issues. Any change 
affecting an individual county or jurisdiction, including the City of Cleveland or Cuyahoga County, 
would require ratification by that specific entity, not all counties. He acknowledged concerns about 
engineers but disagreed that protections were being removed, noting that five-county ratification 
remains for relevant matters. Commissioner Beverage added that, despite criticisms that the 
Board is “a bunch of bureaucrats,” the Governance Committee has spent hours over the past 6–
7 months working to provide flexibility to individual counties. For these reasons, he does not 
support sending the resolution back to the Governance Committee. 
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Ms. Dentler stated that before voting to send the resolution back to the Governance Committee, 
she would like to hear the attorney’s proposed alternate language for a potential solution. 
 
Mr. Gembala responded that the proposed language aligns with Commissioner Beverage’s earlier 
comment and presented a suggested revision to address the issue without referring it back to the 
Committee: 

 
The Code shall be altered, amended, or repealed only upon written approval of each county 
of the NOACA area, except that Sections 4.2(c) through 4.2(h) can be altered, amended, or 
repealed upon written approval of only the county, municipality, authority, or agency directly 
impacted by the alteration, amendment, or repeal. 

 
Mr. Gembala explained that the proposed language incorporates elements from Article IX and 
would require any changes to be approved by the affected county, municipality, or agency, 
ensuring ratification by the entity impacted. 
 
Mayor Bradley stated he supports the revision, noting that Lorain County wishes to maintain its 
current composition and that any changes should be decided by the county, not by a majority of 
the NOACA Board. He indicated that, with this language, there would be no need to send the 
matter back to the Governance Committee. 
 
Commissioner Jim Dvorak asked whether the proposed changes would address Medina County’s 
concerns. 
 
Mr. Conrad stated he is not fully clear on why prepared language was presented at the meeting, 
but expressed concern that a majority of the Board could still remove a specific member, which 
he feels is not addressed by the current discussion regarding composition. 
 
President Ronayne suggested that Mr. Gembala could explain why the revisions were prepared, 
noting it may have been in anticipation of confusion. 
 
Mr. Gembala stated that he anticipated this issue and prepared language to address it if it arose. 
He noted that he developed the proposal that morning to facilitate further Board discussion. He 
explained that the options before the Board were to take up the motion, consider an amendment, 
review the language he had presented, or send the matter back to the Committee. He added that 
the language was intended to help guide discussion and provide a starting point for consideration. 
 
President Ronayne noted that he heard some appreciation for the proposed language from Lorain 
County. 
 
Mayor John Marra asked for clarification before sending the matter back to the Governance 
Committee, specifically regarding Geauga County: whether each commissioner individually 
appoints their representative or if a majority vote of the three commissioners determines the 
appointments, such as two commissioners deciding on the third. 
 
Director Gallucci explained that annually, NOACA receives language approved by the county 
boards specifying their representatives. In some cases, a seat may already be designated for the 
engineer, so only two of the three commissioners need to make appointments. She noted that the 
governing documents do not explicitly address this process, which raises a potential point of 
clarification. 
 

31



 

Mayor Marra asked whether the proposed changes would allow two of the three Geauga County 
Commissioners to override the third commissioner’s choice for a board appointee. He noted that 
under the current system, each commissioner can select an alternate, and the board functions 
without issue. He asked if the new language would change that. 
 
Mayor Marra then made a motion to table the resolution, stating that the Board was not prepared 
to vote and that this matter should have been addressed earlier. 
 
Mr. Gembala explained that there is already a motion to recommit the resolution to the 
Governance Committee, which would need to be resolved before entertaining a motion to table. 
 
President Ronayne confirmed that the motion Mr. Gembala mentioned was the second motion. 
 
Mr. Gembala suggested that some of the intent might be clarified by Commissioner Beverage, 
the author of the original language. 
 
Commissioner Beverage then made a motion to call the question on the pending motion to 
recommit to the Governance Committee. 
  
President Ronayne asked for a review of Mr. Gembala’s proposed revision to the language. 
 
Mr. Gall stated he agreed with the revision and believed it could provide the necessary language 
to move forward today, but noted that the question now needed to be addressed. 
 
Commissioner Beverage stated that he would like Mr. Gall’s motion to be withdrawn. 
  
Mr. Gall asked if it would be better to withdraw his motion to return the resolution to the 
Governance Committee. He stated that with the assurance that the Board would consider Mr. 
Gembala’s proposed language, he would remove his motion. 
 
President Ronayne asked Mayor Alai to explain his thoughts on the motion. 
 
Mayor Alai made a motion to amend his original motion. 
 
Mayor DeGeeter moved to amend Mayor Alai’s motion to incorporate Mr. Gembala’s language 
read into the record. Commissioner Beverage seconded the motion. 
 
President Ronayne noted that the second motion had been withdrawn. The first motion was 
amended to include the counsel’s revisions.  
 
President Ronayne asked if the original second was required for the amended motion. 
 
President Ronayne stated that the amendment to the first motion was made by Mayor Alai and 
seconded by Commissioner Beverage.  
 
Councilwoman Howse-Jones clarified that the amendment to Resolution 2026-001 addresses 
majority or 2/3rds vote. 
 
President Ronayne noted that it was an important distinction. 
 
Mr. Gembala stated his amendment language applied to Article IX, Resolution 2026-001. 
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Mayor Marra made a motion to table Resolution 2026-001. Mr. Claypool seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Gembala explained that a motion to table goes to an immediate vote. 
 
Commissioner Beverage confirmed a second was needed. 
 
Mr. Gembala noted that Mr. Claypool seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Gembala recommended a roll-call vote. 
 
A roll call vote was conducted: The motion to table failed, with 8 yes votes and 29 no votes. 
 
Commissioner Beverage made a motion to call the vote on the motion on the floor. Mayor 
DeGeeter seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Mersmann asked if there was an opportunity to allow Medina County to propose an additional 
amendment to add back the county engineer language under Resolution 2026-002. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that it was possible. 
 
Mr. Gall clarified that the Board was voting on Resolution 2026-001 at this time. 
 
President Ronayne confirmed. 
 
Ms. English asked if Mr. Gembala could type the revised language and display it for all members. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed. 
 
Commissioner Beverage noted that under Robert’s Rules, the motion to call the vote theoretically 
ends discussion, but the motion itself must be ruled on before voting on the amendment. 
 
Mr. Claypool clarified that calling the vote requires a 2/3rds majority of the Board. 
 
President Ronayne confirmed another vote was needed. 
 
Commissioner Beverage reiterated his motion to call the vote, which would end discussion on the 
original topic and proceed to a roll call, which calls for 2/3rds majority. 
 
President Ronayne stated that the motion was to proceed to a vote. 
 
Mr. Gall confirmed that a yes vote would move directly to the vote. 
 
Ms. Barlik clarified that the motion was to call the question and end the debate.  
 
A roll call vote was conducted: 33 yes votes and 4 no votes. 
 
President Ronayne noted that the results met the 2/3 requirement. 
 
Mr. Claypool commended the Board, praising the healthy debate and respectful discussion 
despite differing opinions. 
 
President Ronayne asked Mr. Gembala to ensure the document reflects that he wrote it. 
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Mr. Gembala prepared the following amendment to Article IX: 
 

This Code of Regulations may be altered, amended or repealed only by a majority vote of 
the Board of Directors. However, any matters relating to Article IV of this Code of 
Regulations shall be altered, amended or repealed only upon written approval of each 
County of the NOACA area, except that Section 4.2(c) through 4.2(h) can be altered, 
amended, or repealed upon written approval of only the county, municipality, authority, or 
agency directly impacted by the alteration, amendment, or repeal. Alteration, amendment or 
repeal of this Code may be initiated by the Board either after a special meeting called for 
that purpose or at any regular meeting where notice of such purpose was given at the 
immediately preceding regular meeting. 

 
President Ronayne reminded the Board that Mayor Alai made the original motion, which was 
seconded by Councilman Kazy to approve Resolution 2026-001. Mayor DeGeeter made an 
amendment to that motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Beverage.  
 
Ms. Dentler asked if the amendment addresses concerns about the Board being able to remove 
a member. 
 
Mr. Gembala explained that the amendment is intended to address that concern by requiring any 
change to a county’s representation to be approved by the corresponding county, municipality, 
authority, or agency. For example, if the Board sought to change Medina County’s membership, 
the change would need Medina County’s approval, preventing the Board from imposing changes 
unilaterally. Ratification by all counties is not required. 
 
President Ronayne said Mr. Gembala is driving the first case for local control. 
 
Ms. Cierebiej asked whether the charter contains any clause addressing removal from the Board 
for cause, or if removal is solely by vote. 
 
President Ronayne confirmed the question could be asked. 
 
Director Gallucci noted that the issue is already covered in the Code and deferred to Mr. Gembala 
to read the applicable provision. 
  
President Ronayne said it was not necessary to do that. 
 
Ms. Cierebiej said she just wanted to know if it was covered somewhere else in the Code.  
 
President Ronayne said yes.  
 
A roll call vote was conducted: The votes were as follows: 31 yes votes and 6 no votes. The 
motion passed. 
 
Resolution 2026-002: Code of Regulations Revision – Section 4.2 Membership 
Commissioner Beverage moved to approve Resolution 2026-002: Resolution 2026-002: Code of 
Regulations Revision – Section 4.2 Membership. Mayor Bibb seconded the motion.  
 
Commissioner Beverage made a motion to amend Resolution 2026-002, as drafted by legal 
counsel, to reflect Medina County’s request to maintain the same composition. Mayor Bibb 
seconded the motion. 
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Mr. Gembala confirmed that the motion aligns with Medina County’s intent to preserve its existing 
composition. 
 
Mr. Claypool asked if a second amendment could be proposed. 
 
Mr. Gembala confirmed that further amendments could be made. 
 
Mr. Claypool made a motion to amend the first amendment to ensure that each county 
commissioner remains an independent authority, able to appoint any individual of their choice, 
regardless of elected status or county position. Mayor Marra seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Gembala recommended that the Board vote on the first amendment before considering the 
second. 
 
The Board voted on the first amendment to include Medina County’s composition change, and it 
passed by voice vote. 
 
Mr. Claypool clarified that his motion ensures each commissioner retains independent authority 
to appoint any alternate, without influence from other commissioners, and that the appointee need 
not hold elected office or county employment. 
 
Ms. Cierebiej noted that in the documents for Resolution 2026-002, Section 4.2(k) regarding 
alternates requires that alternates meet the same qualifications as board members, raising a 
question about whether Mr. Claypool’s motion would be allowable. 
 
Ms. Barlik confirmed that Mr. Claypool’s proposed amendment conflicts with the other 
amendments made to the resolution. 
 
Mr. Claypool acknowledged the conflict but explained that his intent is to allow County 
Commissioners discretion to appoint alternates—such as former county commissioners or 
engineers—who have relevant experience, even if they do not strictly meet the Section 4.2(k) 
qualifications, to best represent their constituents. 
 
Ms. Barlik clarified that the Board is voting on Mr. Claypool’s motion to amend. A yes vote would 
remove the Section 4.2(k) requirement for alternates, while no vote would keep the language as 
currently presented. 
 
President Ronayne confirmed that a yes vote supports Mr. Claypool’s amendment, and a no vote 
maintains the existing language. 
 
Commissioner Beverage asked whether anyone had seconded the amendment request. 
 
President Ronayne noted that Mayor Marra seconded the motion. 
 
Ms. Barlik explained that the main motion is to approve the proposed changes to the Code, 
including Section 4.2(a) regarding board member qualifications. She noted that Section 4.2(k) 
applies these same requirements to alternates, and Mr. Claypool’s amendment would remove 
that application. This clarifies that the intention is for alternates to meet the same qualifications as 
board members. 
 

35



 

Mr. Claypool stated that, under the current Geauga County rules, each Commissioner may 
appoint only one representative, ensuring that no two Commissioners can jointly appoint for a 
third seat. Each Commissioner retains authority and may also appoint an alternate of their 
choosing. 
 
President Ronayne asked if that language is incorporated in Mr. Claypool’s amendment, and 
Mr. Claypool confirmed it is.  
 
Director Gallucci noted that this approach would not address counties with additional 
commissioner appointees—e.g., counties with five appointees but only three commissioners—
and suggested it would only apply to Geauga County unless addressed by the full county boards. 
 
Mr. Claypool disagreed, stating that, for example, in Lake County, each commissioner retains 
authority over their appointee, including alternates. 
 
Director Gallucci asked Ms. Barlik to display the updated listing on the screen. 
 
Mr. Claypool confirmed that the list shows Laketran for Lake County. 
 
Director Gallucci asked Mr. Claypool to review the screen, noting that it shows five county 
commissioner appointees. She explained that it is not possible for each commissioner to 
independently appoint all seats; considering the remaining seats, they must be appointed as a 
block. 
 
Mr. Claypool acknowledged the point and suggested the amendment could be extended to allow 
the commissioners to appoint the first three seats individually, with the remaining appointees filled 
collectively. 
 
Ms. Barlik explained that NOACA’s Code does not specify how the City of Cleveland or counties 
make appointments; in practice, NOACA receives an annual resolution from each jurisdiction 
listing their appointments. For example, Medina County follows its own process. She added that 
if the main motion passes, all city and county appointees not yet named would need to be 
submitted to NOACA by next week. 
 
For clarification, President Ronayne stated that Ms. Barlik was referring to the Board’s entire 
action, not just the amendment itself. 
 
Mr. Claypool stated that it is his understanding that the resolution needs to be ratified by the five 
counties.  
 
Ms. Barlik explained that the board member list had been revised. Initially, it was not intended to 
require county ratification; however, the Board now requires affected counties to ratify changes to 
their representatives. For example, Cuyahoga County must ratify any changes. She added that 
all counties must still ratify other changes to Article IV, including the added member and alternate 
requirements. 
 
President Ronayne noted that the Board should consider this when making appointments. He 
explained that the Board must revert from the previously approved language per Mr. Claypool’s 
amendment—an affirmative vote on the amendment would remove that language, while a 
negative vote would retain the original proposal. 
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A roll call vote was conducted: The votes were as follow: 2 yes votes and 35 no votes. The 
amendment failed. 
 
Commissioner Beverage made a motion to amend the language in Resolution 2026-002 to reflect 
Medina County’s request to maintain its current composition. Mayor Bibb seconded the motion. 
 
The Board voted on the amended Resolution 2026-002. Three members voted no and the motion 
passed by voice vote. 
 
President Ronayne thanked everyone, including the Governance Committee, noting the extensive 
work that went into the two resolutions. He asked Ms. Barlik to display the composition slide again, 
emphasizing that members should review their appointments ahead of the January 23rd meeting, 
at which slating, nominations, and voting on officers will occur. 
 
Ms. Mersmann asked if the five counties and the City of Cleveland need to provide written 
ratifications to NOACA by January 23rd for the resolutions to take effect. 
 
Mr. Gembala said that it would be preferred to avoid any issues with seating members. 
 
Director Gallucci noted that some counties may not be able to place the ratifications on their 
dockets in time, which could affect approval, but the Board has already passed the resolutions for 
today. 
 
Reports/Updates 
There were no reports/updates at this meeting. 
 
Old Business 
No old business was discussed at this meeting.  
 
New Business 
No new business was discussed at this meeting.  
 
Adjournment 
Mayor DeGeeter made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m. Mr. Patrick seconded the 
motion. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
The next Board meeting will be on Friday, January 23, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cuyahoga County Executive Chris Ronayne 
NOACA Board President 
 
Note: Additional information on the agenda items is available on NOACA’s website and YouTube 
channel. 
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BEVERAGE III, Morris W. X 
BIBB, Justin X 
BLACKWELL, Annette M. X 
BRADLEY, Jack X 
BRANDON, Jeff X 
CONRAD, Andy X 
CUNNINGHAM, Mark X 
DVORAK, James W. X 
GRIFFIN, Blaine A. X 
HARRISON, Aaron M. A 
PLECNIK, John A 
RIDDELL, Jeff A 
RONAYNE, Chris X 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
County Government 

CIEREBIEJ, Mary X 
DEVER, Michael A 
HOUSER, Michael J. A 

Regional Authorities 
DREYFUSS-WELLS, Kyle X 
EPSTEIN, Jeff 
KOOMAR, Paul X 

Suburban Regions 
ALAI, Samuel X 
ANTOSKIEWICZ, Larry X 
BOBST, Pamela X 
CASTELLI, Matthew X 
DEGEETER, Timothy X 
GAIL, Kirsten Holzheimer X 
GEORGE, Meghan X 
PETRAS, Jeff X 
THOMAS, Kim 

CITY OF CLEVELAND 
DEROSA, James X 
HOWSE-JONES, Stephanie X 
KAZY, Brian X 
SLIFE, Charles X 
MERSMANN, Calley X 
MOSS, Matt X 

GEAUGA COUNTY 
BRAKEY, Carolyn X 
SPIDALIERI, Ralph A 

LAKE COUNTY 
EXLEY, Alan X 
CAPELLE, Ben X 
MCINTOSH, Morgan A 

LORAIN COUNTY 
BRUBAKER, Kevin X 
CARNEY, Ken A 
CORCORAN, Kevin X 
MOORE, David J. A 

MEDINA COUNTY 
MAGOVAC, Paul 

STATE OF OHIO 
AHMED, Ferzan* A 
EMERMAN, David* 
PICURI, John 
Total Members Attend: 42 

38

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9bMDMBkcec&t=19s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9bMDMBkcec&t=19s


C
BUDGET EXPENDED TARGET PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE

FISCAL AS THROUGH BUDGET BUDGET OF TARGET OF ANNUAL
2026 REVISED 11/30/25 REMAINING (YTD) (YTD) BUDGET

STAFFING BUDGET REVISIONS (A) (B) (A-B) (A/12)*5) (B/C) (B/A)
 SALARIES $ 4,292,304 279,609 4,571,913 $ 2,082,275 $ 2,489,638 $ 2,285,957 91% 46%
 FRINGE BENEFITS 2,134,477 107,867 2,242,344 709,664 1,532,680 1,121,172 63% 32%
 TRAINING & PROFESSIONAL DUES 35,639 2,000 37,639 26,636 11,003 18,820 142% 71%

$ 6,462,420 389,476 6,851,896 $ 2,818,575 $ 4,033,321 $ 3,425,948 82% 41%

CONSULTING SERVICES
 CONSULTANTS 3,299,790 152,500 3,452,290 $ 744,591 $ 2,707,699 $ 1,726,145 43% 22%
 LEGAL SERVICES 100,000 100,000 48,880 51,120 50,000 98% 49%
 AUDIT 20,500 20,500 5,208 15,292 10,250 51% 25%

$ 3,420,290 152,500 3,572,790 $ 798,679 $ 2,774,111 $ 1,786,395 45% 22%

OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES
 ADVERTISING/RECRUITING/SPONSORSHIPS $ 220,000 220,000 44,251 $ 175,749 $ 110,000 40% 20%
 SUPPLIES 69,420 69,420 55,259 14,161 34,710 159% 80%
 POSTAGE 2,000 2,000 0 2,000 1,000 0% 0%
 MEETING COSTS 102,000 102,000 27,720 74,280 51,000 54% 27%
 SOFTWARE 87,500 87,500 58,683 28,817 43,750 134% 67%
 OUTSIDE REPRODUCTION 28,500 28,500 2,702 25,798 14,250 19% 9%
 PUBLICATIONS 6,200 6,200 5,193 1,007 3,100 168% 84%
 ACCOUNTING SERVICES 11,000 11,000 13,720 (2,720) 5,500 249% 125%
 TRAVEL 43,630 12,720 56,350 11,874 44,476 28,175 42% 21%
 REGIONAL COUNCIL DUES/MEMBERSHIPS 45,000 45,000 34,506 10,494 22,500 153% 77%
 INSURANCE 38,000 38,000 38,991 (991) 19,000 205% 103%

$ 653,250 12,720 665,970 $ 292,899 $ 373,071 $ 332,985 88% 44%

OCCUPANCY & EQUIPMENT
 FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT/HARDWARE $ 57,000 57,000 $ 2,176 $ 54,824 $ 28,500 8% 4%
 CAPITAL OUTLAY *** 434,450 434,450 157,837 276,613 217,225 0% 0%
 UTILITIES 86,700 86,700 44,977 41,723 43,350 104% 52%
 BUILDING-RELATED EXPENSES 186,000 186,000 38,740 147,260 93,000 42% 21%
 PARKING 3,000 3,000 123 2,877 1,500 8% 4%
 TELEPHONE 22,500 22,500 8,917 13,583 11,250 79% 40%
 EQUIPMENT LEASING 3,000 3,000 1,068 1,932 1,500 71% 36%
 MAINTENANCE & REPAIR - Equip 52,500 52,500 12,982 39,518 26,250 49% 25%

$ 845,150 0 845,150 $ 266,820 $ 578,330 $ 422,575 63% 32%

SUB-TOTAL of OPERATING BUDGET 11,381,110 554,696 11,935,806 4,176,973 7,758,833 5,967,903 70% 35% ***

OPERATING CAPITAL
 OTHER CAPITAL/ITB/CFI*** $ 21,700,000 726,557 22,426,557 $ 1,378,201 $ 21,048,356 $ 11,213,279 12% 6%

$ 33,081,110 1,281,253 34,362,363 $ 5,555,174 $ 7,758,833 $ 17,181,182 32% 16% *

PASS-THROUGH EXPENSES
 MARAD/INFRA - ITB $ 6,116,364 6,116,364 $ 5,191,364 $ 925,000 $ 3,058,182 170% 85%
 FTA - NEW FREEDOM/5310 PROGRAM 1,618,962  1,618,962 203,331 1,415,631 809,481 25% 13%
 Brownfield RLF Loans 1,508,000  508,525 2,016,525 0 2,016,525 1,008,263 0% 0%

SUB-TOTAL of PASS-THROUGH BUDGET 9,243,326 508,525 9,751,851 5,394,695 4,357,156 4,875,926 111% 55%

 TOTAL $ 42,324,436 1,789,778 44,114,214 $ 10,949,869 $ 12,115,989 $ 22,057,107 50% 25% **

Note:  Budget amendment of $1,789,778 authorized by Board on 09/12/2025
* The Agency has expended approximately 16 percent of the FY2026 budget

** The Agency has expended approximately 25 percent of the budget, including pass-through funds
*** The Agency has expended approximately 35 percent of the budget, excluding $22,426,557 CFI and ITB funding

 NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY

BOARD FINANCIAL REPORT - FISCAL YEAR 2026 - (December 31, 2025)

SUB-TOTAL, including OPERATING CAPITAL
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  NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY

 CHANGE IN CASH POSITION December 31, 2025

DESCRIPTION RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS BALANCE

BEGINNING BALANCE 1,709,972.15$    

FEDERAL TRANSIT AGENCY 14,927.00
IRISHTOWN BEND
NOACA DUES 36,569.00
CPRG
ENTITIES PORTION OF GRANTS
ODOT/FHWA/RIA 1,410,161.70
ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS
BROWNFIELDS GRANT 17,340.08
ANNUAL MEETING
CFI
REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE ACCELERATOR
MISCELLANEOUS
TRANSFER FROM STAR OHIO
TRANSFER FROM GIDP 0.00
TRANSFER FROM CITIZENS INTEREST CHECKING

  VENDORS $ 1,754,493.71
  PAYROLL 545,134.05
  SERVICE CHARGE 167.60
  TRANSFER TO TRISTATE CAPITAL - CDARS 0.00
  TRANSFER TO STARPLUS 0.00
  TRANSFER TO CITIZENS INTEREST CHECKING 0.00
  TRANSFER TO STAR OHIO 0.00
  ENDING  BALANCE

TOTAL 1,478,997.78$    2,299,795.36$      889,174.57$    

ADDITIONAL CASH BALANCES:
      GENERAL FUND: Return

STAR OHIO - ORIGINAL ACCOUNT 1,539,997.67 3.96%
CITIZENS BANK INTEREST CHECKING 133,477.45 0.63%

TOTAL 1,673,475.12

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 2,562,649.69$    
  CRRSAA FUND:

CITIZENS BANK INTEREST CHECKING 3,203,458.80 0.63%
TOTAL 3,203,458.80

GRAND TOTAL  $ 5,766,108.49$    

  Interest Earned in FY 2026 = 107,649.34$     Current Credit Card Point Value = 572,721.76 (Est. Value = $2,882)
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Current Dues Current Dues Current Dues  
Jurisdiction Payable Received Receivables
CUYAHOGA COUNTY

Cuyahoga County  $    153,835       153,835       -   
NEORSD   32,386   32,386       -   
GCRTA   32,386   32,386 
Cleveland Cuyahoga County Port Authority   32,386   32,386       -   
Bay Village city 2,787   2,787          -   
Beachwood city 2,421       2,421       -   
Bedford city 2,267       2,267       -   
Bedford Heights city 1,900   1,900          -   
Bentleyville village 155         155       -   
Berea city 3,198   3,198          -   
Bratenahl village 247       247             -   
Brecksville city 2,351   2,351          -   
Broadview Heights city 3,437   3,437          -   
Brook Park city 3,206   3,206          -   
Brooklyn city 1,959   1,959          -   
Brooklyn Heights village 262       262             -   
Chagrin Falls township 22   22         -   
Chagrin Falls village 722       722             -   

-   
Cleveland Heights city 7,813   7,813          -   
Cuyahoga Heights village 99   99         -   
East Cleveland city 2,378        2,378 
Euclid city 8,568   8,568          -   
Fairview Park city 2,981   2,981          -   
Garfield Heights city 5,135   5,135          -   
Gates Mills village 390       390             -   
Glenwillow village 171       171             -   
Highland Heights city 1,503   1,503          -   
Highland Hills village 114       114             -   
Hunting Valley village (part) 108       108             -   
Independence city 1,308   1,308          -   
Lakewood city 8,784   8,784          -   
Linndale village 19   19         -   
Lyndhurst city 2,423   2,423          -   
Maple Heights city 4,087   4,087          -   
Mayfield Heights city 3,509   3,509          -   
Mayfield village 579       579             -   
Middleburg Heights city 2,759   2,759          -   
Moreland Hills village 598       598             -   

FY 2026 NOACA MEMBER DUES OUTSTANDING
AS OF December 31, 2025
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Newburgh Heights village 321                     321                                               -   
North Olmsted city 5,594                 5,594                                            -   
North Randall village 164                     164                                               -   
North Royalton city 5,401                 5,401                                            -   
Oakwood village 616                     616                                               -   
Olmsted Falls city 1,480                 1,480                                            -   
Olmsted township 2,501                 2,501                                            -   
Orange village 590                     590                                               -   
Parma city 13,991               13,991                                          -   
Parma Heights city 3,597                 3,597                                            -   
Pepper Pike city 1,172                 1,172                                            -   
Richmond Heights city 1,862                 1,862                                            -   
Rocky River city 3,751                 3,751                                            -   
Seven Hills city 2,021                 2,021                                            -   
Shaker Heights city 5,076                 5,076                                            -   
Solon city 4,183                 4,183                                            -   
South Euclid city 3,773                 3,773                                            -   
Strongsville city 8,016                 8,016                                            -   
University Heights city 2,399                 2,399                                            -   
Valley View village 327                     327                                               -   
Walton Hills village 350                     350                                               -   
Warrensville Heights city 2,378                 2,378                                            -   
Westlake city 5,902                 5,902                                            -   
Woodmere village 110                     110                                               -   
Subtotal 153,835$           151,457             2,378$                
Total Cuyahoga County 404,828$           402,450             2,378$                

CITY OF CLEVELAND 169,076$           169,076                                       -   

LORAIN COUNTY

Lorain County Commissioners 57,102$            57,102                                        -   
Lorain County Engineer 19,498              19,498                                        -   
Amherst city 2,589                2,589                                          -   
Amherst township 1,117                                   1,117 
Avon city 5,073                5,073                                          -   
Avon Lake city 5,147                5,147                                          -   
Brighton township 175                                         175 
Brownhelm township 379                   379                                             -   
Camden township 265                   265                                             -   
Carlisle township 1,455                1,455                                          -   
Columbia township 1,513                1,513                                          -   
Eaton township 1,190                                   1,190 
Elyria city 10,751              10,751                                        -   
Elyria township 664                   664                                             -   
Grafton township 569                                         569 
Grafton village 1,204                1,204                                          -   
Henrietta township 363                                         363 
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Huntington township 278                                         278 
Kipton village 43                     43                                               -   
Lagrange township 810                                         810 
Lagrange village 530                   530                                             -   
Lorain city 13,315              13,315                                        -   
New Russia township 376                                         376 
North Ridgeville city 7,204                7,204                                          -   
Oberlin city 1,747                1,747                                          -   
Penfield township 375                                         375 
Pittsfield township 321                                         321 
Rochester township 129                                         129 
Rochester village 32                                              32 
Sheffield Lake city 1,829                1,829                                          -   
Sheffield township 809                                         809 
Sheffield village 844                   844                                             -   
South Amherst village 323                   323                                             -   
Wellington township 274                   274                                             -   
Wellington village 980                                         980 
Subtotal 62,673$            55,149              7,524$               

Total Lorain County 139,273$          131,749            7,524$               

LAKE COUNTY

Lake County Commissioners 21,108$            21,108                                        -   
Lake County Engineer 42,217              42,217                                        -   
Laketran 42,217              42,217                                        -   
Total Lake County 105,542$          105,542            -$                   

MEDINA COUNTY

Medina County Commissioners 82,742$            82,742                                        -   
                          -   

GEAUGA COUNTY                           -   
Geauga County Commissioners 21,643$            21,643                                        -   
Geauga County Engineer 12,986              12,986                                        -   
Geauga County Water Resources 8,657                8,657                                          -   
Geauga County Total 43,286$            43,286              -$                   

TOTAL FISCAL YEAR 2026 944,747$          934,845            9,902$               

Total Owed from FY25 7,111$              7,111$               
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NOACA Board of Directors 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: January 16, 2026 
RE: CY 2026 Board of Directors Officer Nominations 

ACTION REQUESTED 

The Board of Directors is asked to elect officers for calendar year (CY) 2026. The slate of officer 
nominees was recommended by the Governance Committee at their meeting on November 14, 2025, 
and has been updated with minor administrative modifications. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 

Under Section 6.6 of the Code of Regulations (Code), the Governance Committee nominates the Board 
of Directors Officers for the next year and conducts the election provided for in Section 4.3(a). Officers 
and their roles are defined in Section 4.3 of the Code.  

At its November meeting, the Governance Committee nominated a slate of officers for the Board to 
approve at its January meeting. The slate included Montville Township Trustee Jeff Brandon 
representing Medina County as Treasurer, but who we have since learned will not serve on the NOACA 
Board in 2026. Thus, the slate below replaces him with Aaron Harrison, Medina County Commissioner. 
Additionally, since no nominations were offered for vacant Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer 
positions, these were removed as they are not required. Nominations follow the historic rotation of officer 
positions and are as follows: 

President * Justin Bibb, Mayor, City of Cleveland 
First Vice-President * James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 
Second Vice-President Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County 
Secretary * Morris W. Beverage III, Commissioner, Lake County 
Treasurer * Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 
Immediate Past President 
(Ex Officio) Chris Ronayne, Cuyahoga County Executive 

Assistant Secretary Annette M. Blackwell, Mayor, City of Maple Heights, Cuyahoga County 
Assistant Secretary Blaine Griffin, Council President, Cleveland City Council 
Assistant Secretary Matthew Castelli, Mayor, City of Middleburg Heights 
Assistant Treasurer Mark Cunningham, Trustee, Columbia Township, Lorain County 
Assistant Treasurer Andrew Conrad, P.E., P.S., Medina County Engineer 
Assistant Treasurer (Chair of 
Finance and Audit Committee) John Plecnik, Lake County Commissioner 
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*Required by Code These six members comprise the Executive Committee 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Pending Board  election, the officer nominees will be seated for calendar year 2026. 

GG:eb 

46



NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NOACA Board of Directors 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: January 16, 2026 
RE: Resolution 2026-003: Appreciation to County Executive Chris Ronayne 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board is asked to approve Resolution 2026-003, which recognizes outgoing Board President 
County Executive Chris Ronayne for his dedicated service to NOACA. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
County Executive Ronayne has served as a member of the NOACA Board of Directors since taking office 
in 2023, diligently representing Cuyahoga County. 

He served as Board President in 2025 and Vice President in 2024, and serves as a member of the 
Executive Committee, External Affairs Committee, Finance and Audit Committee, Governance 
Committee, Policy Committee, Economic Development Subcommittee. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Following Board adoption, County Executive Ronayne will receive a copy of the signed resolution. 

GG:EB 
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RESOLUTION 2026-003 
(Appreciation to County Executive Chris Ronayne) 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 OF THE 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City 
of Cleveland and the areawide water quality management agency for the same region; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ronayne currently serves as the third Cuyahoga County Executive, having taken 
office on January 1, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, he served as Board President in 2025 and Vice President in 2024, and serves as a 
member of the Executive Committee, External Affairs Committee, Finance and Audit Committee, 
Governance Committee, Policy Committee, Economic Development Subcommittee; and 

WHEREAS, under his leadership and guidance as President, NOACA adopted an updated regional 
long-range plan (weNEO2050+), completed Phase I of its regional EV Charging Station Program, adopted 
a Comprehensive Climate Action Plan, and unveiled the Regional Metroparks Trails Connectivity Study; 
and  

WHEREAS, County Executive Ronayne is a dedicated public servant, having served as Planning 
Director of the City of Cleveland, where he led initiatives like the Cleveland Lakefront Plan and the Euclid 
Corridor, and as President of University Circle, Inc., among other public sector roles; and 

WHEREAS, County Executive Ronayne is a respected public servant who has fostered regional 
collaboration and achieved measurable results during his leadership of the Board and throughout his years 
as a public servant in Cuyahoga County.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency, consisting of forty-six voting officials serving general-purpose local governments 
throughout and within the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City of Cleveland 
that a vote of thanks and continued success be conveyed to County Executive Ronayne for his NOACA 
Board leadership and dedication to Cuyahoga County and the Northeast Ohio region.  

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency adopted this 23rd day of January, 2026. 

_____________________________________________
Secretary 

_____________________________________________ 
Date Signed 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NOACA Board of Directors 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: January 16, 2026 
RE: Resolution 2026-004: Appreciation to Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board is asked to approve Resolution 2026-004, which recognizes outgoing member Mayor 
Michael Dylan Brennan for his dedicated service to NOACA. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan has served as a member of the NOACA Board of Directors since 2018, 
diligently representing Cuyahoga County in his capacity as mayor of University Heights. 

Mayor Brennan served as an Assistant Treasurer from 2023 through 2025 and also served as a member 
of the Finance and Audit Committee from 2018 to 2025, serving as Vice Chair and Chair in 2020 and 
2021, respectively; the Planning and Programming Committee from 2018 to 2025, serving as Chair in 
2025; and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Council from 2022 to 2024. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Following Board adoption, Mayor Brennan will receive a copy of the signed resolution. 

GG:EB 
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RESOLUTION 2026-004 
(Appreciation to Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan) 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City 
of Cleveland and the areawide water quality management agency for the same region; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan served as the mayor of University Heights from 2018 
to 2025; and  

WHEREAS, he has served on NOACA’s Board of Directors since 2018, representing the Heights 
Region of Cuyahoga County; and  

WHEREAS, Mayor Brennan served as an Assistant Treasurer from 2023 through 2025 and also 
served as a member of the Finance and Audit Committee from 2018 to 2025, serving as Vice Chair and 
Chair in 2020 and 2021, respectively; the Planning and Programming Committee from 2018 to 2025, 
serving as Chair in 2025; and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Council from 2022 to 2024; and 

WHEREAS, during his tenure as Mayor, he championed of safe, sustainable multimodal 
infrastructure, building the city’s first two miles of bike lanes; collaborating with neighboring cities on 
greenway development and the Heights Regional Active Transportation Plan; winning a grant and 
constructing an Electric Vehicle Charging station at University Heights City Hall; and obtaining NOACA, 
County, and ARPA funding for the restoration of Cedar Road, including pedestrian improvements and 
enhanced crosswalks; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Brennan is a respected public servant who has fostered regional collaboration 
while advocating for University Heights and Cuyahoga County.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency, consisting of forty-six voting officials serving general-purpose local governments 
throughout and within the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City of Cleveland 
that a vote of thanks and continued success be conveyed to Michael Dylan Brennan for his leadership and 
dedication to Cuyahoga County and the Northeast Ohio region, together with best wishes for a prosperous 
and productive future.  

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency adopted this 23rd day of January, 2026. 

_____________________________________________
Secretary 

_____________________________________________ 
Date Signed 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NOACA Board of Directors 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: January 16, 2026 
RE: Resolution 2026-005: Appreciation to Trustee Jeff Brandon 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board is asked to approve Resolution 2026-005, which recognizes outgoing Board member Jeff 
Brandon for his dedicated service to NOACA. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
Mr. Jeff Brandon has served as a member of the NOACA Board of Directors since 2018, diligently 
representing Medina County in his capacity as a Trustee of Montville Township, an office he has held 
since 2006. 

Mr. Brandon most recently served as President of the Board in 2024 and Vice President in 2023. He 
also served as a member of the Policy Committee from 2018 to 2024, serving as vice chair in 2020 and 
chair in 2021; the Air Quality Subcommittee from 2018 to 2024, serving as vice chair in 2018 and chair 
in 2019; the Planning and Programming Committee in 2019; the Water Quality Subcommittee from 2018 
to 2020; the External Affairs Committee from 2021 to 2024; the Equity Subcommittee from 2021 to 
2024; and the Executive and Governance Committees in 2023 to 2025. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact to this action. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Following Board adoption, Mr. Brandon will receive a copy of the signed resolution. 

GG:EB 
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RESOLUTION 2026-005 
(Appreciation to Trustee Jeff Brandon) 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City 
of Cleveland and the areawide water quality management agency for the same region; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Jeff Brandon is a licensed real estate agent who has served as a Trustee for 
Montville Township in Medina County since 2006; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Brandon has served on the NOACA Board of Directors since 2018, representing 
Medina County, and served as President of the Board in 2024 and Vice President in 2023; and 

WHEREAS, he has also served as a member of the Policy Committee from 2018 to 2024, serving 
as vice chair in 2020 and chair in 2021; the Air Quality Subcommittee from 2018 to 2024, serving as vice 
chair in 2018 and chair in 2019; the Planning and Programming Committee in 2019; the Water Quality 
Subcommittee from 2018 to 2020; the External Affairs Committee from 2021 to 2024; the Equity 
Subcommittee from 2021 to 2024; and the Executive and Governance Committees from 2023 to 2025; 
and 

WHEREAS, under his leadership and guidance, NOACA engaged with a broad cross-section of 
businesses, community organizations, and stakeholders; explored large-scale US DOT credit assistance 
for Shore-to-Core-to-Shore Projects under NOACA’s Regional Infrastructure Accelerator; advocated at the 
state and federal levels for funding and policies to ensure Northeast Ohio is part of new passenger rail 
routes and corridors; developed a Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund program and awarded funding for 
environmental site remediation enabling economic redevelopment; increased public engagement outreach 
by 77%; installed electric vehicle charging stations across the region; contributed funding to the 
construction of the Irishtown Bend Stabilization Project; and initiated major feasibility studies including the 
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad Feasibility Study and the Downtown Cleveland Transportation for Livable 
Communities Initiative (TLCI) Connectivity Study; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Brandon served as president of the Medina County Township Association from 
2021 to 2025 and as the chair of the Medina County Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Brandon is a respected public servant who has fostered regional collaboration 
while advocating for Medina County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency, consisting of forty-six voting officials serving general-purpose local governments 
throughout and within the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City of Cleveland 
that a vote of thanks and continued success be conveyed to Jeff Brandon for his NOACA Board leadership 
and his dedication to Montville Township, Medina County, and the Northeast Ohio region, together with 
best wishes for a prosperous and productive future. 

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency adopted this 23rd day of January, 2026. 

__________________________________________ 
Secretary 

____________________________________________ 
Date Signed 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NOACA Board of Directors 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: January 16, 2026 
RE: Resolution 2026-006: Appreciation to Commissioner Richard J. Regovich 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board is asked to approve Resolution 2026-006, which recognizes and honors former Board 
member Commissioner Richard J. Regovich for his dedicated service to NOACA. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
Commissioner Regovich served as a member of the NOACA Board of Directors since 2023, diligently 
representing Lake County until his passing on November 26, 2025. 

During his time with NOACA, Commissioner Regovich was an engaged and thoughtful leader. He 
served as an engaged and thoughtful member of the External Affairs and Planning and Programming 
Committees and the Human Resources, Personnel and Organizational Development Subcommittee, 
providing additional guidance as Chair and Vice Chair of the External Affairs Committee in 2024 and 
2034, respectively. 

Commissioner Regovich was a strong advocate for collaboration and regional partnership. His steady 
leadership, practical insight, and commitment to serving the public interest helped shape NOACA’s work 
in the five-county region. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Following Board adoption, Commissioner Regovich’s colleagues and family will receive a copy of the 
signed resolution. 

GG:EB 
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RESOLUTION 2026-006 
(Appreciation to Commissioner Richard J. Regovich) 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City 
of Cleveland and the areawide water quality management agency for the same region; and 

WHEREAS, Richard J. Regovich was elected the 81st Commissioner of Lake County in 2022, after 
having begun his career in public service on the Willowick Planning Commission, then later serving on the 
Charter Review Committee and City Council before becoming Mayor of Willowick for over six years; and  

WHEREAS, in his capacity as Commissioner, Mr. Regovich served on the NOACA Board of 
Directors since 2023, representing Lake County with dedication and distinction while advocating for 
collaboration and regional partnership. His steady leadership, practical insight, and commitment to serving 
the public interest helped shape NOACA’s work in the five-county region; and  

WHEREAS, he served as an engaged and thoughtful member of the External Affairs and Planning 
and Programming Committees and the Human Resources, Personnel and Organizational Development 
Subcommittee, providing additional guidance as Chair and Vice Chair of the External Affairs Committee in 
2024 and 2034, respectively; and 

WHEREAS, during his time in office, Commissioner Regovich focused on economic and workforce 
development and infrastructure improvements and advanced initiatives that strengthened the quality of life 
in Lake County and beyond; and 

WHEREAS, a plumber by trade, Commissioner Regovich was passionate about serving his 
community and founded Willowick Hearts and Hammers, a program to help seniors and neighbors in need 
with essential home repairs; and 

WHEREAS, Commissioner Regovich will undoubtedly be remembered as a devoted public servant 
who led by example, demonstrating integrity and humility along with genuine care for the people of his 
community and a vision for leaving his community a better place. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency, consisting of forty-six voting officials serving general-purpose local governments 
throughout and within the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City of Cleveland 
that the Board of Directors along with the Executive Director and agency staff do hereby honor 
Commissioner Richard J. Regovich in recognition of his unwavering commitment to public service; express 
gratitude for his dedication to making Lake County and the surrounding region a better place to work and 
live; and extend sincere condolences to his family, colleagues, and loved ones during their time of grief. 

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency adopted this 23rd day of January, 2026. 

_____________________________________________
Secretary 

_____________________________________________ 
Date Signed 54



NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NOACA Board of Directors 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: January 16, 2026 
RE: Resolution 2026-007: Appreciation to Hunter Morrison 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board is asked to approve Resolution 2026-007, which recognizes and honors former Board 
member Hunter Morrison for his dedicated service to NOACA. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
Mr. Morrison was a dedicated and influential member of the NOACA Board of Directors from 1980 to 
2000, representing the City of Cleveland Director of the City Planning Commission. 

He served as President of the Board in 1990, 1991, and 2000. During his time on the Board, Mr. 
Morrison displayed exemplary leadership, guiding the agency through critical changes, strengthening 
the agency’s governance and programs, fostering collaboration among member communities, and 
leaving a lasting impact on regional planning and development. He also served as Executive Director 
of 12-county Northeast Ohio Sustainable Communities Consortium (NEOSCC) from 2011 to 2015, 
where he was instrumental in developing Vibrant NEO 2040, a comprehensive regional planning 
initiative that was awarded the prestigious American Planning Association’s (APA) 2015 Daniel 
Burnham Award for a Comprehensive Plan; and 

Hunter Morrison was a dedicated, influential, and highly respected urban planner and public servant 
who left an indelible impact on Northeast Ohio, the planning profession, and any organization in which 
he served, including the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency thanks to his passion for the 
built environment and its ability to improve quality-of-life through thoughtful collaboration and attention 
to detail. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Following Board adoption, Mr. Morrison’s family will receive a copy of the signed resolution. 

GG:EB 
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RESOLUTION 2026-007 
(Appreciation and Tribute to Hunter Morrison) 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 OF THE 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City 
of Cleveland and the areawide water quality management agency for the same region; and 

WHEREAS, Hunter Morrison was a dedicated, influential, and highly respected urban planner and 
public servant who left an indelible impact on Northeast Ohio, the planning profession, and any 
organization in which he served, including the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency; and 

WHEREAS, a Cleveland native, Mr. Morrison studied city planning and political science at Yale 
University and earned a master’s degree in urban planning at Harvard University, and eventually went on 
to become a senior fellow of urban studies at Cleveland State's Levin College, teach at several universities, 
and speak as a guest lecturer at many colleges; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Morrison served as the Director of Cleveland’s City Planning Commission from 
1980 to 2000, during which time he pioneered early efforts to connect downtown to Lake Erie with the 
planning and construction of the North Coast Harbor, and oversaw planning for the nationally acclaimed 
Gateway sports complex, preservation of the Warehouse District, the revival of Playhouse Square, and 
other pivotal projects such the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Key Tower, and the East Wing of the Cleveland 
Public Library’s Main Branch; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Morrison, as City Planning Commission Director, also served on the NOACA 
Board of Directors from 1980 to 2000, serving as President of the Board in 1990, 1991, and 2000. During 
his tenure on the Board, Mr. Morrison displayed exemplary leadership, guiding the agency through critical 
changes, strengthening the agency’s governance and programs, fostering collaboration among member 
communities, and leaving a lasting impact on regional planning and development; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Morrison served as Executive Director of 12-county Northeast Ohio Sustainable 
Communities Consortium (NEOSCC) from 2011 to 2015, where he was instrumental in developing Vibrant 
NEO 2040, a comprehensive regional planning initiative that was awarded the prestigious American 
Planning Association’s (APA) 2015 Daniel Burnham Award for a Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Morrison is considered to be a legend in Northeast Ohio and the planning 
profession thanks to his passion for the built environment and its ability to improve quality-of-life through 
thoughtful collaboration and attention to detail. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency, consisting of forty-six voting officials serving general-purpose local governments 
throughout and within the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City of Cleveland 
that the NOACA Board of Directors, along with the Executive Director and agency staff, do hereby 
extend tribute and honor Mr. Hunter Morrison in recognition of his unwavering commitment to public 
service and planning; express gratitude for his dedication to making the City of Cleveland and counties 
of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, a better place to work and live; and extend sincere 
condolences to his family and loved ones during their time of grief.  

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency adopted this 23rd day of January 2026. 
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RESOLUTION 2026-007 
(Appreciation and Tribute to Hunter Morrison) 

_____________________________________________
Secretary 

_____________________________________________ 
Date Signed 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NOACA Board of Directors 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director, and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE: January 16, 2026 
RE: Resolution 2026-008: CY 2026 Board, Committee, Subcommittee, and Council 

Membership 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board of Directors is asked to approve Resolution 2026-008, seating members of NOACA’s Board, 
Committees, Subcommittees, and Councils for Calendar Year (CY) 2026. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
NOACA’s Code of Regulations requires the Board to annually seat the members of its committees. 
Specifically, Article VI, Section 6.2(b) states: 

“Standing Committee and Subcommittee members shall be appointed by the President 
of the Board of Directors with approval of the Board. Appointments shall be made and 
effective as of the first Board meeting in January of each year.” 

To meet this requirement, the incoming Board President worked with NOACA staff to identify 
membership and leadership for each of the Committees, Subcommittees, and Councils. The 
membership development process includes identifying continuing and new Board members, 
communicating with those members regarding committee assignments, and orientation meeting with 
new members, with a similar process for non-Board members on Subcommittees and Councils. The 
process also requires that the membership of all Standing Committees and certain Subcommittees 
meets the requirements of Article VI, Section 6 of NOACA’s Code regarding expertise and geographic 
distribution. 

Please note that ratification of Resolution 2026-002 is still pending, and as such, NOACA hasn’t yet 
received official appointments from every member. Therefore, the members listed in the attached draft 
roster are those in effect as of January 16, 2026. Updates will be made accordingly and distributed prior 
to the meeting on January 23.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Pending Board approval, each established Committee, Subcommittee, and Council will meet on the 
dates and times specified on the Board approved 2026 calendar. 
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Attachment 1: Draft 2026 Board, Committee, Subcommittee, and Council Membership Roster 
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RESOLUTION 2026-008 
(2026 Board, Committee, Subcommittee, and Council Membership) 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 OF THE 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) is the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City 
of Cleveland and the areawide water quality management agency for the same region; and 

WHEREAS, the NOACA Code of Regulations requires the annual seating of members for the 
agency’s Board of Directors, Standing Committees, Subcommittees, and Councils (Committees); and 

WHEREAS, the Board President Elect has collaborated with staff and Board members to appoint 
chairs and members for each of the Committees for calendar year (CY) 2026; and 

WHEREAS, Article VI of the Code of Regulations requires Board approval of the chairs and 
members; and 

WHEREAS, the attached roster lists the chairs and members of the Board of Directors, Standing 
Committees, Subcommittees, and Councils. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency, consisting of forty-six voting officials serving general-purpose local governments 
throughout and within the counties of Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, and the City of Cleveland 
that: 

Section 1: The list of chairs and members of NOACA’s Board of Directors, Standing Committees, 
Subcommittees, and Councils as shown in the attached roster, is hereby adopted. 

Section 2: In the event of a vacancy, the seat will be filled by the person who is elected, appointed, 
or hired to the former member’s office or position.  

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution of the Board of 
Directors of the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency adopted this 23th day of January 2026. 

____________________________________________ 
Secretary 

____________________________________________ 
Date Signed 
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2026 Draft Membership Roster 
 

 

NOACA will STRENGTHEN regional cohesion, PRESERVE existing infrastructure, 
and BUILD 

NOTE: Ratification of Resolution 2026-002 is still pending, and as such, NOACA 
hasn’t yet received official appointments from every member. Therefore, the members 
listed in this draft roster are those in effect as of January 16, 2026. Updates will be 
made accordingly and distributed prior to the meeting on January 23.
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Board Officers 

President Justin Bibb, Mayor, City of Cleveland 

First Vice President James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 

Second Vice 
President Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County 

Secretary Morris W. Beverage III, Commissioner, Lake County 

Treasurer Aaron Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 

Immediate Past 
President (ex officio) Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 

Assistant Secretary Annette M. Blackwell, Mayor, City of Maple Heights, 
Cuyahoga County 

Assistant Secretary Blaine A. Griffin, Council President, Cleveland City Council 

Assistant Secretary Matthew Castelli, Mayor, Middleburg Heights 

Assistant Treasurer Mark Cunningham, Trustee, Columbia Township, 
Lorain County 

Assistant Treasurer Andrew Conrad, P.E., P.S., Engineer, Medina County 

Assistant Treasurer 
(Chair of Finance & 
Audit Committee) 

John Plecnik, Commissioner, Lake County 
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Board of Directors 
I. CUYAHOGA COUNTY 

A. Cuyahoga County Government 
1. County Executive: Chris Ronayne 

Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff 
2. Director of Public Works: Michael Dever 

Alternate: Nichole English, P.E., Planning and Programming Administrator 
3. County Executive Appointee: Mary Cierebiej, Executive Director, County Planning 

Commission 
Alternate: Annie Pease, Senior Advisor, Transportation 

4. County Council Member: Michael J. Houser, Sr., District 10 
Alternate: Joseph Nanni, Chief of Staff, Cuyahoga County Council 

B. Regional Authorities 
1. Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District: Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, Chief Executive Officer 

Alternate: Angela Jones, Interim Director of Government and Customer Relations 
2. Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority: India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager & 

Chief Executive Officer 
Alternate: Paul Koomar, Board President, GCRTA 

3. Cleveland-Cuyahoga Port Authority: Jeff Epstein, President and Chief Executive Officer 
Alternate: Linda Sternheimer, Vice President, Urban Planning and Engagement 

C. Cuyahoga Suburban Regions 
1. West Shore Region: Pamela Bobst, Mayor, City of Rocky River 

Alternate: Bill Schneider, Mayor, City of Fairview Park 
2. Southwest Region: Matthew Castelli, Mayor, City of Middleburg Heights 

Alternate: Jim Herron, Director of Public Service, City of Middleburg Heights 
3. South/Central Region: Larry Antoskiewicz, Mayor, City of North Royalton 

Alternate: Thomas Jordan, Community Development Director, City of North Royalton 
4. Cuyahoga Region: Samuel J. Alai, Mayor, City of Broadview Heights 

Alternate: David Schroedel, Director of Public Services, City of Broadview Heights 
5. Chagrin/Southeast Region: Annette M. Blackwell, Mayor, Maple Heights 

Alternate: Geoff Englebrecht, Director of Planning and Development, City of Maple Heights  
6. Heights Region: Sandra Morgan, Mayor, City of East Cleveland 

Alternate: TBD 
7. Hillcrest Region: Kim Thomas, Mayor, City of Richmond Heights 

Alternate: Bayyinah Brooks, Executive Assistant to the Mayor, City of Richmond Heights 
D. Cuyahoga Suburban Cities 

1. City of Cleveland Heights: Jim Petras, Mayor 
Alternate: Eric Zamft, Director, Planning and Development, City of Cleveland Heights 

2. City of Euclid: Kirsten Holzheimer Gail, Mayor 
Alternate: Patrick Grogan-Myers, Director of Planning and Development, City of Euclid 

3. City of Lakewood: Meghan George, Mayor 
Alternate: Angela Byington, Director of Planning & Development, City of Lakewood 
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4. City of Parma: Timothy J. DeGeeter, Mayor 
Alternate: Scott Wangler, P.E., Assistant Engineer, City of Parma 

E. City of Cleveland 
1. Mayor: Justin Bibb 

Alternate: Bonnie Teeuwen, Chief Operating Officer, City of Cleveland 
2. Director, Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects: James DeRosa 

Alternate: Keshia Chambers, Assistant Director, Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects 
3. City Planning Director: Calley Mersmann, Director 

Alternate: Marka Fields, Assistant Director, City Planning Commission 
4. Member of Mayor’s Cabinet: Matt Moss, Senior Strategist, Thriving Communities  

Alternate: Sarah O’Keeffe, Director, Sustainability & Climate Justice 
5. Council Member: Blaine A. Griffin, Ward 6 and Council President 

Alternate: Kevin Bishop, Ward 2 
6. Council Member: Stephanie Howse-Jones, Ward 8 

Alternate: Jasmin Santana, Ward 14 
7. Council Member: Charles Slife, Ward 15 

Alternate: TBD 
8. Council Member: Brian Kazy, Ward 13 

Alternate: Kris Harsh, Ward 4 
II. GEAUGA COUNTY 

1. County Commissioner: James W. Dvorak 
Alternate: Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 

2. County Commissioner: Carolyn Brakey 
Alternate: Shane Hajjar, P.E., Deputy Engineer 

3. County Commissioner: Ralph Spidalieri 
Alternate: Walter “Skip” Claypool, Board Member, Geauga Metropolitan Housing Authority 

III. LAKE COUNTY 
1. County Commissioner: Morris W. Beverage III 

Alternate: TBD 
2. County Commissioner: Morgan McIntosh, Commissioner, Lake County 

Alternate: Robert Fiala, Mayor, City of Willoughby 
3. County Commissioner: John Plecnik, Commissioner, Lake County 

Alternate: John Marra, Mayor, Village of Timberlake 
4. County Engineer: Alan Exley, P.E., P.S. 

Alternate: Kirk Dimmick, P.E., Chief Deputy Engineer 
5. Laketran: Ben Capelle, Chief Executive Officer 

Alternate: Brian J. Falkowski, President, Laketran Board of Trustees 
IV. LORAIN COUNTY 

1. County Commissioner (County Engineer): Ken P. Carney, Sr., P.E., P.S. 
Alternate: Robert C. Klaiber, P.E., P.S., Assistant County Engineer 

2. County Commissioner: Jeff Riddell 
Alternate: John Gall, Administrative Assistant for Commissioner Riddell 

3. County Commissioner: David J. Moore 
Alternate: Thomas Patrick III, Director, Lorain County Solid Waste Management District 
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4. City or Lorain: Jack Bradley, Mayor 
Alternate: Dale Vandersommen, P.E., City Engineer 

5. City of Elyria: Kevin Brubaker, Mayor 
Alternate: Dawn Calvert, Assistant Safety Director 

6. Municipal Representative: Kevin Corcoran, Mayor, North Ridgeville 
Alternate: Bob Markovich, Mayor, Sheffield Village 

7. Township Representative: Mark Cunningham, Trustee, Columbia Township  
Alternate: Neil Lynch, Trustee, Amherst Township 

V. MEDINA COUNTY 
1. County Commissioner: Aaron M. Harrison  

Alternate: Stephen D. Hambley, Commissioner, Medina County 
2. County Commissioner (Municipal Representative): Matt Hiscock, Director of Public Service, 

City of Wadsworth 
Alternate: Patrick Patton, Engineer, City of Medina 

3. County Commissioner (Township Representative): Chris Kosman, Trustee, York Township 
Alternate: Bruce Christoper, Medina Township 

4. County Engineer: Andrew Conrad, P.E., P.S. 
Alternate: Josh Wolf, P.E., Assistant County Engineer 

VI. STATE OF OHIO 
1. Ohio Department of Transportation: John Picuri, P.E., P.S., Deputy Director, District 12 

Alternate: Bob Weaver, P.E., P.S., Deputy Director, District 3 
2. Ohio EPA, Northeast District Office (ex officio, non-voting): David Emerman, District Chief 

Alternate: Not Designated 
3. Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (ex officio, non-voting): Ferzan M. Ahmed, P.E., 

Executive Director 
Alternate: Charles Cyrill, Marketing & Communications Director, Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure 
Commission  
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Executive Committee 
Purpose:  The Executive Committee reviews Agency policy documents, including the Agency’s 

budget and Overall Work Program (OWP) as prepared by the Executive Director and 
makes recommendations to the Board regarding approval. The Executive Committee also 
provides advice to the Executive Director and carries out other responsibilities delegated 
to it by the Board of Directors.  

Members: The Executive Committee consists of the President, First Vice President, Second Vice 
President (if any), Secretary, Treasurer, immediate past President of the Board of 
Directors, and Mayor of the largest city in the five-county region. Executive Committee 
membership must also include at least one member of the governing officers of each 
county. 

 
1. President 

Justin Bibb, Mayor, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: Bonnie Teeuwen, Chief Operating Officer, City of Cleveland 

 
2. First Vice President 

James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 
Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 

 
3. Second Vice President 

Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County 
Alternate: John Gall, Administrative Asst. for Commissioner Riddell, Lorain County 

 
4. Secretary 

Morris W. Beverage III, Commissioner, Lake County 
Alternate: TBD 

 
5. Treasurer 

Aaron Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 
Alternate: Stephen D. Hambley, Commissioner, Medina County 

 
6. Immediate Past President 

Chris Ronayne, Cuyahoga County Executive 
Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff 
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External Affairs Committee 
Chair:  Timothy J. DeGeeter, Mayor, City of Parma, Cuyahoga County 
Vice Chair:  Jack Bradley, Mayor, City of Lorain 
 
Purpose: The External Affairs Committee assists the Agency with its relationships with 

various government agencies and subdivisions, the media and the general public. 

Members: The External Affairs Committee must consist of at least seven members with additional 
members appointed based on the expertise necessary to accomplish the committee’s 
purpose. 

 
A. Member 1 

Jack Bradley, Mayor, City of Lorain, Lorain County 
Alternate: Dale Vandersommen, P.E., City Engineer, City of Lorain, Lorain County 
 

B. Member 2 
Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, CEO, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) 
Alternate: Angela Jones, Interim Director of Government and Customer Relations 
 

C. Member 3 
Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 
Alternate: Stephen D. Hambley, Commissioner, Medina County 
 

D. Member 4 
Morgan McIntosh, Commissioner, Lake County 
Alternate: Robert Fiala, Mayor, City of Willoughby 
 

E. Member 5 
James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 
Alternate: Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 
 

F. Member 6 
Matt Moss, Senior Strategist, Thriving Communities, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: Sarah O’Keeffe, Director, Sustainability & Climate Justice, City of Cleveland 
 

G. Member 7 
Larry Antoskiewicz, Mayor, City of North Royalton, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Thomas Jordan, Community Development Director, City of North Royalton, Cuyahoga 
County 
 

H. Additional Members 
1. Justin Bibb, Mayor, City of Cleveland 

Alternate: Bonnie Teeuwen, Chief Operating Officer, City of Cleveland 
 

2. Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff, Cuyahoga County 
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3. Timothy J. DeGeeter, Mayor, City of Parma, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Scott Wangler, P.E., Assistant Engineer, City of Parma, Cuyahoga County 
 

4. Stephanie Howse-Jones, Council Member, Ward 8, Cleveland City Council 
Alternate: Jasmin Santana, Council Member, Ward 14, Cleveland City Council 
 

5. India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager and CEO, GCRTA 
Alternate: Paul Koomar, Board President, GCRTA 
 

6. Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County  
Alternate: John Gall, Administrative Asst. for Commissioner Riddell, Lorain County 
 

7. Michael J. Houser, Sr., Council Member, District 10, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Joseph Nanni, Chief of Staff, County Council, Cuyahoga County 
 

8. Jim Petras, Mayor, City of Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Eric Zamft, Director, Planning and Development, City of Cleveland Heights 
 

9. Ferzan M. Ahmed, P.E., Executive Director, Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (ex 
officio, non-voting)  
Alternate: Charles Cyrill, Director, Marketing and Communications, Ohio Turnpike and 
Infrastructure Commission 

 
I. Council Chairs, ex officio 

1. Valarie McCall, Founder, Chief Executive at Valarie McCall Consulting Agency 
Alternate: Mary Samide, President, S.O.S. Incorporated 
 

2. Bishara Addison 
Alternate: Jeff Sleasman, Board Member, GCRTA 
 

3. Eric C. Mack, P.E., Project Manager & Engineer, Cuyahoga County, Department of Public 
Works 
Alternate: Angie Schmitt, Owner/Principal, 3MPH Planning and Consulting 

 
4. Eric Hange, District Manager, Medina County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Alternate: Jacki Baca, 4-H Educator, OSU Extension 
 

 
 

 
  

68



 

9 
 

Finance & Audit Committee 
Chair:  John Plecnik, Commissioner, Lake County 
Vice Chair:  Kevin Brubaker, Mayor, City of Elyria 
 
Purpose: The Finance and Audit Committee is responsible for the selection outside auditors, 

reviewing and evaluating the Agency’s accounting and financial controls with the 
President and Executive Director, providing general financial oversight for the Agency, 
and reporting annually to the Board on the results of the audit. 

Members: The Finance and Audit Committee must consist of at least seven members possessing 
the expertise necessary to accomplish the committee’s purpose. 

 
A. Member 1 

Sandra Morgan, Mayor, City of East Cleveland 
Alternate: TBD 
 

B. Member 2 
Carolyn Brakey, Commissioner, Geauga County 
Alternate: Shane Hajjar, P.E., Deputy Engineer, Geauga County 
 

C. Member 3 
Jeff Epstein, President and CEO, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority 
Alternate: Linda Sternheimer, Vice President, Urban Planning and Engagement, Cleveland-
Cuyahoga County Port Authority 
 

D. Member 4 
Matthew Castelli, Mayor, City of Middleburg Heights, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Jim Herron, Director of Public Service, City of Middleburg Heights, Cuyahoga County 
 

E. Member 5 
Alan Exley, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lake County 
Alternate: Kirk Dimmick, P.E., Chief Deputy Engineer, Lake County 
 

F. Member 6 
Michael Dever, Director of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Nichole English, P.E., Planning and Programming Administrator, Dept. of Public Works, 
Cuyahoga County 
 

G. Member 7 
Jack Bradley, Mayor, City of Lorain, Lorain County 
Alternate: Dale Vandersommen, P.E., City Engineer, City of Lorain, Lorain County 

 
H. Additional Members 

1. Justin Bibb, Mayor, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: Bonnie Teeuwen, Chief Operating Officer, City of Cleveland 
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2. Andrew Conrad, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Medina County 
Alternate: Josh Wolf, P.E., Assistant County Engineer 
 

3. Ralph Spidalieri, Commissioner, Geauga County 
Alternate: Walter “Skip” Claypool, Board Member, Geauga Metropolitan Housing Authority, 
Geauga County 
 

4. David J. Moore, Commissioner, Lorain County 
Alternate: Thomas Patrick III, Director, Lorain County Solid Waste Management District  
 

5. John Plecnik, Commissioner, Lake County 
Alternate: John Marra, Mayor, Village of Timberlake, Lake County 
 

6. Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff, Cuyahoga County 
 

7. Kevin Brubaker, Mayor, City of Elyria, Lorain County 
Alternate: Dawn Calvert, Assistant Safety Director, City of Elyria, Lorain County 
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Governance Committee 
Chair:  Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 
Vice Chair:  Aaron Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 
 
Purpose: The Governance Committee nominates the officers of the Board of Directors for the next 

year and conducts the election. The Governance Committee must also create and 
implement an orientation program for new Directors; monitor the procedure by which 
Directors annually identify and report known and potential conflicts of interest; and review 
and recommend to the Board for approval proposed revisions to this Code of Regulations 
as necessary. 

Members: The Governance Committee must consist of at least seven members, including one 
representative of each of the five counties and a representative of the largest city in the 
five-county region, with additional members appointed based on the expertise necessary 
to accomplish the committee’s purpose. 

 
A. One member from Cuyahoga County 

1. Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff, Cuyahoga County 

 
B. One member from Geauga County  

1. James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 
Alternate: Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 

 
C. One member from Lake County  

1. Morris W. Beverage III, Commissioner, Lake County 
Alternate: TBD, Lake County 

 
D. Once member from Lorain County 

1. Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County  
Alternate: John Gall, Administrative Asst. for Commissioner Riddell, Lorain County 

 
E. One member from Medina County 

1. Aaron Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 
Alternate: Stephen D. Hambley, Commissioner, Medina County 

 
F. One member from City of Cleveland 

1. Justin Bibb, Mayor, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: Bonnie Teeuwen, Chief Operating Officer, City of Cleveland 

 
G. Additional Member 

1. Carolyn Brakey, Commissioner, Geauga County 
Alternate: Shane Hajjar, P.E., Deputy Engineer, Geauga County 
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Planning & Programming 
Committee 
Chair:  Michael Dever, Director of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
Vice Chair:  Kirsten Holzheimer Gail, Mayor, City of Euclid 
 
Purpose: The Planning and Programming Committee provides policy recommendations with regard 

to transportation, water quality, and air quality powers of the Agency and evaluates 
recommendations from its subcommittees and brings such recommendations, as it deems 
appropriate, to the Board for discussion and approval. 

Members: Membership of the Planning and Programming Committee should reflect the diversity of 
Board membership in each of the five counties and the City of Cleveland and take into 
account the important role of the various agencies represented on the NOACA Board. It 
must consist of at least 22 members, comprised of the following: 

 
A. Nine members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Cuyahoga County  

1. Samuel J. Alai, Mayor, City of Broadview Heights 
Alternate: David Schroedel, Director of Public Services, City of Broadview Heights 

2. Pamela Bobst, Mayor, City of Rocky River 
Alternate: Bill Schneider, Mayor, City of Fairview Park 

3. Jim Petras, Mayor, City of Cleveland Heights 
Alternate: Eric Zamft, Director, Planning and Development, City of Cleveland Heights 

4. Kirsten Holzheimer Gail, Mayor, City of Euclid 
Alternate: Patrick Grogan-Myers, Director of Planning and Development, City of Euclid 

5. Mary Cierebiej, Executive Director, Cuyahoga County Planning Commission 
Alternate: Annie Pease, Senior Advisor, Transportation, Cuyahoga County 

6. Timothy J. DeGeeter, Mayor, City of Parma 
Alternate: Scott Wangler, P.E., Assistant Engineer, City of Parma 

7. Michael Dever, Director of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Nichole English, P.E., Planning and Programming Administrator, Department of 
Public Works, Cuyahoga County 

8. Sandra Morgan, Mayor, City of East Cleveland 
Alternate: TBD 

9. Meghan George, Mayor, City of Lakewood 
Alternate: Angela Byington, Director of Planning & Development, City of Lakewood 

B. Four members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within the City of Cleveland 
1. James DeRosa, Director, Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects 

Alternate: Keshia Chambers, Assistant Director, Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects 
2. Calley Mersmann, Director, Planning Commission 

Alternate: Marka Fields, Assistant Director, City Planning Commission 
3. Blaine A. Griffin, Ward 6 & Council President, Cleveland City Council 

Alternate: Kevin Bishop, Council Member, Ward 2, Cleveland City Council 

72



 

13 
 

4. Charles Slife, Council Member, Ward 15, Cleveland City Council 
Alternate: TBD 

C. One member of the Board of Directors from a jurisdiction within Geauga County 
1. Ralph Spidalieri, Commissioner, Geauga County 

Alternate: Walter “Skip” Claypool, Board Member, Geauga Metropolitan Housing Authority, 
Geauga County 

D. Two members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Lake County 
1. Alan Exley, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lake County 

Alternate: Kirk Dimmick, P.E., Chief Deputy Engineer, Lake County 
2. Morgan McIntosh, Commissioner, Lake County 

Alternate: Robert Fiala, Mayor, City of Willoughby 

E. Three members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Lorain County 
1. Ken P. Carney, Sr., P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lorain County 

Alternate: Robert C. Klaiber, P.E., P.S., Assistant County Engineer, Lorain County 
2. Mark Cunningham, Trustee, Columbia Township 

Alternate: Neil Lynch, Trustee, Amherst Township 
3. Kevin Corcoran, Mayor, City of North Ridgeville 

Alternate: Bob Markovich, Mayor, Sheffield Village 

F. Two members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Medina County 
1. Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 

Alternate: Stephen D. Hambley, Commissioner, Medina County   
2. Matt Hiscock, Director of Public Service, City of Wadsworth 

Alternate: Patrick Patton, Medina City Engineer 

G. One member from the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
1. John Picuri, P.E., Deputy Director, ODOT District 12  

Alternate: Bob Weaver, P.E., P.S., Deputy Director, ODOT District 3 

H. One member from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), non-voting 
1. David Emerman, Chief, Northeast District Office 

Alternate: Not Designated 

I. Subcommittee Chairs, ex officio 
1. David G. Hearne, Commissioner, Division of Air Quality, Department of Public Health, City of 

Cleveland 
Alternate: Ben Capelle, Chief Executive Officer, Laketran, Lake County 

2. Robert Duncan, Director of Community Development, Lorain County 
Alternate: Charles Slife, Council Member, Ward 17, Cleveland City Council 

3. Jeremy Sinko, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Medina County 
Alternate: Nick Gorris, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Geauga County 
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Policy Committee 
Chair:  Kim Thomas, Mayor, City of Richmond Heights 
Vice Chair:  Brian Kazy, Cleveland City Council, Ward 13 
 
Purpose: The Policy Committee provides technical advice and recommendations in the area of 

comprehensive policy and long-range planning matters to the Board. 

Members: Membership of the Policy Committee should reflect the diversity of Board membership in 
each of the five counties and the City of Cleveland and take into account the important 
role of the various agencies represented on the NOACA Board. It must consist of at least 
twenty-two members, comprised of the following: 

 
A. Nine members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Cuyahoga County  

1. Samuel J. Alai, Mayor, City of Broadview Heights 
Alternate: David Schroedel, Director of Public Services, City of Broadview Heights 
 

2. Larry Antoskiewicz, Mayor, City of North Royalton 
Alternate: Thomas Jordan, Community Development Director, City of North Royalton 
 

3. Mary Cierebiej, Executive Director, Cuyahoga County Planning Commission 
Alternate: Annie Pease, Senior Advisor, Transportation, Cuyahoga County 
 

4. Annette M. Blackwell, Mayor, City of Maple Heights 
Alternate: Geoff Englebrecht, Director of Planning and Development, City of Maple Heights 
 

5. Pamela Bobst, Mayor, City of Rocky River 
Alternate: Bill Schneider, Mayor, City of Fairview Park 
 

6. Jeff Epstein, President and CEO, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority 
Alternate: Linda Sternheimer, Vice President, Urban Planning and Engagement, Cleveland-
Cuyahoga County Port Authority 
 

7. Meghan George, Mayor, City of Lakewood 
Alternate: Angela Byington, Director of Planning and Development, City of Lakewood 
 

8. Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff 
 

9. Kim Thomas, Mayor, City of Richmond Heights 
Alternate: Bayyinah Brooks, Executive Asst. to the Mayor, City of Richmond Heights 
 

B. Four members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within the City of Cleveland 
1. Justin Bibb, Mayor 

Alternate: Bonnie Teeuwen, Chief Operating Officer 
 

2. Matt Moss, Senior Strategist, Thriving Communities 
Alternate: Sarah O’Keeffe, Director, Sustainability & Climate Justice 
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3. Calley Mersmann, Director, Planning Commission 
Alternate: Marka Fields, Assistant Director, City Planning Commission 
 

4. Brian Kazy, Council Member, Ward 13, Cleveland City Council 
Alternate: Kris Harsh, Council Member, Ward 4, Cleveland City Council 
 

C. One member of the Board of Directors from a jurisdiction within Geauga County 
1. Ralph Spidalieri, Commissioner, Geauga County 

Alternate: Walter “Skip” Claypool, Board Member, Geauga Metropolitan Housing Authority 
 

D. Two members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Lake County 
1. Ben Capelle, Chief Executive Officer, Laketran 

Alternate: Brian J. Falkowski, President, Laketran Board of Trustees 
 

2. Morris W. Beverage III, Commissioner, Lake County 
Alternate: TBD, Lake County 

  
E. Three members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Lorain County 

1. Jack Bradley, Mayor, City of Lorain 
Alternate: Dale Vandersommen, P.E., City Engineer, City of Lorain 
 

2. David J. Moore, Commissioner, Lorain County 
Alternate: Thomas Patrick III, Director, Lorain County Solid Waste Management District 
 

3. Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County  
Alternate: John Gall, Administrative Asst. for Commissioner Riddell, Lorain County 

 
F. Two members of the Board of Directors from jurisdictions within Medina County 

1. Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 
Alternate: Stephen D. Hambley, County Commissioner, Medina County  

 
2. Matt Hiscock, Director of Public Service, City of Wadsworth, Medina County 

Alternate: Patrick Patton, Medina City Engineer 
 

G. One member from the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
1. John Picuri, P.E., Deputy Director, ODOT District 12  

Alternate: Bob Weaver, P.E., P.S., Deputy Director, ODOT District 3  
 

H. Economic Development Subcommittee Chair, ex officio 
1. Joe Cimperman, President and CEO, Global Cleveland  

Alternate: Patrick Mohorcic, Executive Director, Lake Development Authority, Lake County 
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Air Quality Subcommittee 
Chair: David G. Hearne, Commissioner, Division of Air Quality, Department of Public Health, City 

of Cleveland 
Vice Chair:  Ben Capelle, Chief Executive Officer, Laketran, Lake County 
 
Purpose: The Air Quality Subcommittee provides advice and policy recommendations to the 

Planning and Programming Committee with regard to air quality environmental planning 
powers of the Agency. 

Members: The Air Quality Subcommittee must consist of the following 12 members: 
 

A. Five members of the Board of Directors with at least one Board member from jurisdictions 
within each member county 
1. Samuel J. Alai, Mayor, City of Broadview Heights, Cuyahoga County 

Alternate: David Schroedel, Director of Public Services, City of Broadview Heights, Cuyahoga 
County 

 
2. Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 

Alternate: Stephen D. Hambley, Commissioner, Medina County 
 

3. Nicholas J. Gorris, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Geauga County 
Alternate: James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 
 

4. Ben Capelle, Chief Executive Officer, Laketran, Lake County 
Alternate: Brian J. Falkowski, President, Laketran Board of Trustees, Lake County 
 

5. Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County 
Alternate: John Gall, Administrative Asst. for Commissioner Riddell, Lorain County 

 
B. One representative of the City of Cleveland 

1. David G. Hearne, Commissioner, Division of Air Quality, Department of Public Health 
Alternate: Christina Yoka, Chief of Air Pollution Outreach, Division of Air Quality, Department 
of Public Health  

 
C. One member from each of the local air agencies (Cleveland Division of Air Quality, Lake 

County General Health District (LCGHD), and the Akron Regional Air Quality Management 
District (ARAQMD) 
1. Bert Mechenbier, Air Pollution Control Supervisor, LCGHD 

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

2. Sam Rubens, Administrator, ARAQMD 
Alternate: Julie Brown, MPA, REHS, Air Quality and Solid Waste Supervisor, ARAQMD 
 

3. Bryan Sokolowski, Chief of Air Monitoring, Division of Air Quality, Department of Public 
Health, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: David Salem, Field Monitoring Manager, Division of Air Quality, Department of 
Public Health, City of Cleveland 
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D. Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), District 12 
1. Corey Czinger, Environmental Specialist 

Alternate: Megan Romanchok, Environmental Specialist 
 

E. Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA) 
1. Maribeth Feke, Director of Programming and Planning 

Samantha Metcalf, Senior Planner 
 

F. Ohio EPA Northeast District Office Chief, non-voting  
1. Tim Fischer, Manager, Division of Air Pollution Control, Northeast District Office 

Alternate: Corey Kurjian, Supervisor, Division of Air Pollution Control, Northeast District Office 
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Economic Development 
Subcommittee 
Chair:  Joe Cimperman, President and CEO, Global Cleveland 
Vice Chair:  Patrick Mohorcic, Executive Director, Lake Development Authority, Lake County 
 
Purpose: The Economic Development Subcommittee provides advice and policy recommendations 

to the Policy Committee to support economic growth and enhance quality of life. 

Members: The Economic Development Subcommittee must consist of the following 29 members: 
 

A. Six members of the Board of Directors, with one representative from each county and the 
city of Cleveland 
1. Justin Bibb, Mayor, City of Cleveland 

Alternate: Tom McNair, Chief of Integrated Development, City of Cleveland 
2. Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 

Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff, Cuyahoga County 
3. Carolyn Brakey, Commissioner, Geauga County 

Alternate: Shane Hajjar, P.E., Deputy Engineer, Geauga County 
4. Morris W. Beverage III, Commissioner, Lake County 

Alternate: TBD 
5. Jeff Riddell, Commissioner, Lorain County 

Alternate: John Gall, Administrative Assistant for Commissioner Riddell, Lorain County 
6. Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County  

Alternate: Julie McNabb, Council Member, Village of Westfield Center, Medina County 
B. Six members that represent local or county-based economic development organizations, 

such as economic development departments or port authorities, with one representative 
from each county and the City of Cleveland 
1. Joevrose Bourdeau Small, Director, Economic Development, City of Cleveland 

Alternate: TBD 
2. Paul Herdeg, Director, Dept. of Development, Cuyahoga County 

Alternate: Vaughn Johnson, Deputy Director of Development, Cuyahoga County 
3. Patrick Mohorcic, Executive Director, Lake Development Authority, Lake County 

Alternate: Myranda Keister, Director of Planning and Development, Lake Development 
Authority, Lake County 

4. Marty Gallagher, Commissioner, Lorain County 
Alternate: Dave Greenspan, Special Projects Coordinator/Manager, Lorain County  

5. TBD, Medina County 
Alternate: TBD 

6. Gina Hofstetter, Director, Economic Development, Geauga County 
Alternate: Not Designated 
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C. Six members that represent regional economic development organizations, such as 
chambers of commerce or Convention & Visitors Bureau 
1. David Gilbert, President & CEO, Destination Cleveland and Greater Cleveland Sports 

Commission 
Alternate: Hannah Belsito, Chief Experience Officer, Destination Cleveland 

2. Baiju R. Shah, President and CEO, Greater Cleveland Partnership (GCP) 
Alternate: Freddy Collier Jr., Senior Vice President of Strategy and New Initiatives, GCP 

3. TBD  
Alternate: TBD  

4. TBD, Vice President & Community Affairs Officer, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland 
Alternate: Alternate: Merissa Piazza, Senior Policy Analyst, Community Development 
Department, Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland 

5. Matt Dolan, Chief Executive Officer, Team NEO 
Alternate: Christine Nelson, Vice President, Team NEO 

6. Nico Samaniego President/CEO, Lorain County Chamber of Commerce 
Alternate: Not Designated 

D. Four members representing workforce development, such as labor, training and 
education, and industry associations 
1. Michelle Rose, Executive Director, Ohio Means Jobs 

Alternate: Serena Jezior, Director of Strategic Initiatives for Greater Cleveland Works 
2. Khalid Bahhur, Retired Commissioner, Cleveland Hopkins International Airport 

Alternate: Not Designated 
3. Ethan Karp, President and CEO, MAGNET 

Alternate: Tracy Francescone, Development Officer, MAGNET 
4. Marty McGann, Executive in Residence, Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) 

Alternate: Not Designated  
E. Two members representing regional community development organizations 

1. Michael Deemer, President, and CEO, Downtown Cleveland Inc. 
Alternate: Sam Rocco, Senior Director, Policy & Research, Downtown Cleveland Inc. 

2. Joe Cimperman, President and CEO, Global Cleveland 
Alternate: Not Designated 

F. Two members representing small business and entrepreneurship 
1. Matt Riehl, Director of Government Relations, JumpStart, Inc. 

Alternate: Lorne Novick, CEO, JumpStart Inc. 
 

2. Dennis Cocco, Co-Director, Great Lakes Innovation & Development Enterprise 
Alternate: Jim Walborn, Director, Great Lakes Innovation & Development Enterprise 

G. One member representing an EDA University Center, such as Cleveland State 
1. Molly Schnoke, Director of the Center for Economic Development, Cleveland State University 

Alternate: Not Designated 
H. Chair of NOACA Business Advisory Council 

1. Kevin S. Schmotzer, Executive, Special Projects & LGBTQ+ Liaison, Economic Development, 
City of Cleveland 
Alternate: TBD 
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Human Resources, 
Personnel, & Organizational 
Development Subcommittee 
Chair:  Matt Castelli, Mayor, City of Middleburg Heights 
Vice Chair:  Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, Chief Executive Officer, NEORSD  

Purpose: The Human Resources, Personnel, and Organizational Development Subcommittee 
provides guidance to the Executive Committee on all matters related to the Agency’s 
human resources, personnel, performance management, staffing, and organizational 
structure and development. 

Members: Membership of the Subcommittee consists of at least six members of the Board of 
Directors with additional members appointed based on the knowledge and expertise 
necessary to accomplish the Subcommittee’s purpose. 

A. Member 1 
1. Chris Ronayne, County Executive, Cuyahoga County 

Alternate: Debbie Berry, Deputy Chief of Staff, Cuyahoga County 
B. Member 2  

1. Matthew Castelli, Mayor, City of Middleburg Heights 
Alternate: Not Designated 

C. Member 3  
1. Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, Chief Executive Officer, NEORSD 

Alternate: Not Designated 
D. Member 4 

1. John Gall, Administrative Asst. for Commissioner Riddell, Lorain County 
Alternate:  

E. Member 5 
1. India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager and CEO, GCRTA 

Alternate: Not Designated 
F. Member 6 

1. Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County 
Alternate: Not Designated 

G. Member 7 
1. Morgan McIntosh, Commissioner, Lake County 

Alternate: Robert Fiala, Mayor, City of Willoughby 
H. Member 8 

1. Katie Taylor, Administrator, Geauga County Engineer’s Office 
Alternate: Not Designated   
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Transportation 
Subcommittee 
Chair:  Robert Duncan, Director of Community Development, Lorain County 
Vice Chair:  Charles Slife, Council Member, Ward 17, Cleveland City Council 
 
Purpose: The Transportation Subcommittee shall provide advice and policy recommendations to 

the Planning and Programming Committee with regard to transportation matters affecting 
the Planning Area. 

Members: The Transportation Subcommittee must consist of the following 14 members: 
 

A. Six members of the Board of Directors with at least one Board member representing each 
of the five counties and the City of Cleveland who are either Engineers, Public Works 
Directors, Service Directors or Planning Directors 
1. Ken P. Carney, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lorain County 

Alternate: Robert C. Klaiber, P.E., P.S., Assistant County Engineer, Lorain County 
 

2. Andrew Conrad, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Medina County 
Alternate: Josh Wolf, Executive Director, Medina County Economic Development Corporation 
 

3. James DeRosa, Director, Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: Richard Switalski, Administrative Manager, Mayor’s Office of Capital Projects, City 
of Cleveland  
 

4. Michael Dever, Director of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Nichole English, P.E., Planning and Programming Administrator, Department of 
Public Works, Cuyahoga County  

 
5. Alan Exley, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lake County 

Alternate: Kirk Dimmick, P.E., Chief Deputy Engineer, Lake County 
 

6. Shane Hajjar, P.E., Deputy Engineer, Geauga County  
Alternate: Traci Salkiewicz, P.E., Deputy Engineer, Geauga County 
 

B. Deputy Director of Ohio Department of Transportation from either District 3 or 12 
1. Matt Walter, P.E., P.S., Capital Programs Administrator, ODOT District 3 

Alternate: Mike Kubek, P.E., Capital Programs Administrator, ODOT District 12 
 

C. One representative of the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA) 
1. Maribeth Feke, Director of Programming and Planning, GCRTA 

Alternate: India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager and CEO, GCRTA 
 

D. One representative of a Port Authority within the NOACA region 
1. Patrick Mohorcic, Executive Director, Lake Development Authority, Lake County 

Alternate: Myranda Keister, Director of Planning and Development, Lake Development 
Authority, Lake County 
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E. One representative of Cuyahoga County Planning Commission or the City of Cleveland 
Planning Commission 
1. Charles Slife, Council Member, Ward 15, Cleveland City Council 

Alternate: TBD 
 

F. One representative of the Lorain County Planning Commission or the City of Lorain 
Planning Commission 
1. Robert Duncan, Director of Community Development, Lorain County 

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

G. One representative of the Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Council 
1. Jacob VanSickle, Executive Director, Bike Cleveland 

Alternate: Joyce Braverman, Director, Planning Department, City of Shaker Heights 
 

H. One representative of the Safety & Operations Council 
1. James Kusner, Traffic Safety Engineer, ODOT District 12 

Alternate: Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 
 

I. One representative of the Transit Council 
1. JoAnna Santilli, Transit Director, Geauga Transit 

Alternate: India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager and CEO, GCRTA 
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Water Quality Subcommittee 
Chair: Jeremy Sinko, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Medina County 
Vice Chair:  Nick Gorris, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Geauga County 

Purpose: The Water Quality Subcommittee shall provide advice and policy recommendations to the 
Planning and Programming Committee with regard to water quality environmental 
planning powers of the Agency. 

Members: The Water Quality Subcommittee must consist of the following 12 members: 

A. Five members of the Board of Directors with at least one Board member from jurisdictions 
within each member county 
1. Ken P. Carney, Sr., P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lorain County 

Alternate: Robert C. Klaiber, P.E., P.S., Assistant County Engineer, Lorain County 
2. Michael Dever, Director of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 

Alternate: David Ray, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Dept. of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
3. James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 

Alternate: Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 
4. Alan Exley, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lake County 

Alternate: Kirk Dimmick, P.E., Chief Deputy Engineer, Lake County 
5. Jeremy Sinko, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Medina County 

Alternate: Ben Romine, P.E., Director of Engineering, Medina County 

B. One representative of the Environmental Health Directors of the County Health Agencies 
1. Mark Adams, Health Commissioner, Lorain County Public Health (LCPH) 

Alternate: Ryan Tristano, REHS, MPH, EH Supervisor, Environmental Health, LCPH 

C. One of the Sanitary Engineers, or substantial equivalent, of the five counties 
1. Nicholas J. Gorris, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Geauga County  

Alternate: Carmella Shale, Director, Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District 

D. One local soil and water conversation district representative within the NOACA area 
1. Kristin Hall, Executive Director, Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District (CSWCD) 

Alternate: Jared Bartley, Deputy Director of Watersheds and Education Programs, CSWCD 

E. A representative of the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) 
1. Kyle Dreyfuss-Wells, Chief Executive Officer 

Alternate: Jeff Jowett, Community Discharge Permit Program Manager 

F. City of Cleveland Health Director or Environmental Health Commissioner 
1. Ryan Lopez, Interim Commissioner, Division of Water Pollution Control, Dept. of Public 

Utilities 
Alternate: David G. Hearne, Commissioner, Division of Air Quality, Dept. of Public Health 

G. One member of a local watershed group 
1. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
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H. The Ohio EPA Northeast District Office Chief, non-voting 
1. Patricia K. Vanah, P.E., Environmental Manager, Northeast District Office, Ohio EPA 

Alternate: Eric Akin, Environmental Specialist, Northeast District Office, Ohio EPA 
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Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Council  
Chair:  Jacob VanSickle, Executive Director, Bike Cleveland 
Vice Chair:  Joyce Braverman, Director, Planning Department, City of Shaker Heights 
 
Purpose: The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Council (BPAC) provides insight and feedback on 

how NOACA programs and policies are affecting multi-modal transportation infrastructure 
in Northeast Ohio to the Transportation Subcommittee. 

Members: Membership consists of the following 21 members that are proportionately defined by 
county/city and 2 members from the Ohio Department of Transportation.  

 
A. Nine members from within Cuyahoga County 

1. Samuel J. Alai, Mayor, City of Broadview Heights  
Alternate: David Schroedel, Director of Public Services, City of Broadview Heights 
 

2. Larry Antoskiewicz, Mayor, City of North Royalton 
Alternate: Thomas Jordan, Community Development Director, City of North Royalton 
 

3. Joyce Braverman, Director, Planning Department, City of Shaker Heights 
Alternate: Kara Hamley O’Donnell, Principal Planner, City of Shaker Heights 
 

4. Timothy J. DeGeeter, Mayor, City of Parma 
Alternate: Scott Wangler, P.E., Assistant Engineer, City of Parma 
 

5. Meghan George, Mayor, City of Lakewood 
Alternate: Dave Baas, AICP, Assistant Director, Programming & Planning, City of Lakewood 
 

6. Sean McDermott, Chief Planning and Design Officer, Cleveland Metroparks 
Alternate: Sara Byrnes Maier, Principal Planner, Cleveland Metroparks 
 

7. David Ray, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Department of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: A.J. Stoll, Transportation Engineer, Department of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
 

8. James M. Sonnhalter, Planning Manager, Design & Implementation, Cuyahoga County 
Planning Commission 
Alternate: Paul Triolo, AICP, Planner, Cuyahoga County Planning Commission 
 

9. Jacob VanSickle, Executive Director, Bike Cleveland 
Alternate: Jenna Thomas, Advocacy & Policy Manager, Bike Cleveland 

 
B. Four members from within the City of Cleveland 

1. David Bass, Major Transportation Projects Coordinator, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: TBD 
 

2. Ariel Washington, Neighborhood Planner, Cleveland City Planning Commission 
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

3. Sarah Davis, Active Transportation Senior Planner, Cleveland City Planning Commission 
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Alternate: TBD 
 

4. Brian Kazy, Council Member, Ward 13, Cleveland City Council 
Alternate: Kris Harsh, Council Member, Ward 4, Cleveland City Council 
  

C. One member from within Geauga County 
1. Nicholas J. Gorris, P.E., Sanitary Engineer, Geauga County 

Alternate: James W. Dvorak, Commissioner, Geauga County 
 

D. Two members from within Lake County 
1. Erin Fink-Rohde, P.E., Design Engineer, Prevailing Wage Coordinator, Lake County 

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

2. Alan Exley, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lake County 
Alternate: Kirk Dimmick, P.E., Chief Deputy Engineer, Lake County 
 

E. Three members from within Lorain County 
1. Dale Vandersommen, P.E., City Engineer, City of Lorain 

Alternate: Veronica A. Newsome, P.E., Engineer III, City of Lorain 
 

2. Kiara Williams, Population Health Strategist, Lorain County Public Health (LCPH) 
Alternate: Kat Bray, Population Health Supervisor, Lorain County Public Health (LCPH) 
 

3. James Ziemnik, Director, Lorain County Metro Parks 
Alternate: Not Designated 

 
F. Two members from within Medina County 

1. Aaron M. Harrison, Commissioner, Medina County  
Alternate: John Kalas, Zoning Commission Member, Hinkley Township 
 

2. Anthony Ratajczak, Medina County Bicycling Community 
Alternate: John Watkins, Medina County Bicycling Community 

 
G. One member from Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Districts 3 and 12 

1. Scott Ockunzzi, P.E., District Planning Engineer, ODOT District 3 
Alternate: Jeremy Adato, ODOT District 3 
 

2. Neil Shop, P.E., Transportation Planning Manager, ODOT District 12 
Alternate: Errol Scholtz, Transportation Engineer, ODOT District 12 
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Business Advisory Council  
Chair:  Valarie McCall, Founder, Chief Executive at Valarie McCall Consulting Agency  
Vice Chair:  Mary Samide, President, S.O.S. Incorporated 
 
Purpose: The Business Advisory Council (BAC) provides insight and feedback on how NOACA 

programs and policies are affecting business and economic development in Northeast 
Ohio to the External Relations Committee. 

Members: The Business Advisory Council must have 15 members selected from among small 
business owners, corporations, unionized labor, trade associations, universities, 
chambers of commerce, etc. Membership consists of the following 11 members that are 
proportionately defined by county/city and 4 at-large seats: 

 
A. Four members from within Cuyahoga County 

1. Sondra Turek, Executive Vice President, Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) 
Alternate: TBD 
 

2. Marilyn Mosinski, Manager, Industrial Engagement, Manufacturing Works 
Alternate: Not designated 
 

3. Pat Rios, PE, CEM, Executive Director, Buildings & Properties, Cleveland Clinic 
Alternate: Peter Volas, Senior Director, Real Estate Development, Cleveland Clinic 
 

4. TBD 
Alternate: Not Designated 

 
B. Two members from within the City of Cleveland 

1. Joevrose Bourdeau Small, Director, Economic Development, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: TBD 
 

2. Kevin S. Schmotzer, Executive, Special Projects & LGBTQ + Liaison, Economic 
Development, City of Cleveland  
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

C. One member from within Geauga County 
1. Gina Hofstetter, Director, Economic Development, Geauga County 

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

D. One member from within Lake County 
1. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
 

E. Two members from within Lorain County 
1. Lisa Hutson, Director, ONE Lorain County 

Alternate: Reka Barbas, Fractional COO, ONE Lorain County 
  

87



 

28 
 

2. Robert Duncan, Director of Community Development, Lorain County 
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

F. One member from within Medina County 
1. Bethany Dentler, Executive Director, Medina County Economic Development Corporation 

Alternate: Jake Altman, MCEDC Project Director 
 

G. Four members At-Large 
1. Matt Dolan, Chief Executive Officer, Team NEO 

Alternate: Christine Nelson, Vice President, Team NEO 
 

2. Valarie McCall, Founder, Chief Executive at Valarie McCall Consulting Agency 
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

3. Baiju Shah, President and Chief Executive Officer, Greater Cleveland Partnership 
Alternate: Freddy Collier Jr., Senior Vice President of Strategy and New Initiatives, GCP 
 

4. Mary Samide, President, S.O.S. Incorporated  
Alternate: Not Designated 

 
H. Non-Voting Participants 

1. TBD 
Alternate: Not Designated 
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Community Advisory 
Council  
Chair:  Bishara Addison 
Vice Chair:  Jeff Sleasman, Board Member, GCRTA 
 
Purpose: The Community Advisory Council (CAC) plays an important role in providing feedback on 

how NOACA programs and policies are performing on the local level to the External 
Affairs Committee. 

Members: The Community Advisory Council will have 15 members selected from among religious 
organizations, social service agencies, nonprofits, voter advocacy groups, health 
advocacy groups, modal organizations, senior organizations, schools, etc. Membership 
consists of the following 11 members that are proportionately defined by county/city and 4 
at-large seats: 

 
A. Four members from within Cuyahoga County 

1. Bishara Addison 
Alternate: Not Designated 

2. Dorivette Nolan, Chief of Policy, Planning and Voucher Administration, Cuyahoga 
Metropolitan Housing Authority 
Alternate: Not Designated 

3. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 

4. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 
 

B. Two members from within the City of Cleveland 
1. India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager and CEO, GCRTA 

Alternate: José C. Feliciano, Jr., Intergovernmental Affairs Officer, GCRTA  
2. Jeff Sleasman, Board Member, GCRTA  

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

C. One member from within Geauga County 
1. Gina Hofstetter, Director, Economic Development, Geauga County 

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

D. One member from within Lake County 
1. Morris W. Beverage III, Commissioner, Lake County 

Alternate: TBD 
 

E. Two members from within Lorain County 
1. Ryan Aroney, President & CEO, United Way of Greater Lorain County 

Alternate: Liz Choi, Lorain County Mobility Manager, Lorain County 
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2. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 
 

F. One member from within Medina County 
1. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
 

G. Four members At-Large 
1. LOH, Community Activist 

Alternate: Not Designated 
2. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
3. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
4. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
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Emerging Leaders Advisory 
Council  
Chair:  Eric C. Mack, P.E., Project Manager & Engineer, Department of Public Works,  

Cuyahoga County 
Vice Chair:  Angie Schmitt, Owner/Principal, 3MPH Planning and Consulting 
 
Purpose: The Emerging Leaders Advisory Council (ELAC) plays an important role in advising 

NOACA of the public policy and planning priorities of interested parties from the emerging 
leader community within the NOACA region and inspires new ideas, approaches, and 
perspectives for growing NOACA’s stakeholder and community connections now and into 
the future. 

Members: The Emerging Leaders Advisory Council will have 15 members who are individuals that 
have recently entered their occupation, which may vary relative to types of work, levels of 
education, and position in their place of employment, but that has some nexus that is 
relevant to the work of NOACA. Membership consists of the following 11 members that 
are proportionately defined by county/city and 4 at-large seats: 

 
A. Four members from within Cuyahoga County 

1. Eric C. Mack, P.E., Project Manager & Engineer, Dept. of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
2. Marvin L. Ranaldson, Planner II, Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates 
3. Angie Schmitt, Owner/Principal, 3MPH Planning and Consulting 
4. Elena Stachew, Founder/Principal, Adenium Consulting LLC 

B. Two members from within the City of Cleveland 
1. TBD  
2. TBD 

C. One member from within Geauga County 
1. Gina Hofstetter, Director, Economic Development, Geauga County 

D. One member from within Lake County 
1. TBD 

E. Two members from within Lorain County 
1. Max Schaefer, Executive Director, Main Street Lorain 
2. Andrew Vitaliti, Community Leader, Lorain County 

F. One member from within Medina County 
1. Denise Testa, Director, Department of Planning Services & Fair Housing Office 
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G. Four members At-Large 
1. Ed Stockhausen, Senior Vice President of Advocacy & External Relations, Cleveland 

Neighborhood Progress 
2. Drew Crawford, Senior Director, Business and Real Estate Development, Downtown 

Cleveland, Inc. 
3. Andrew Lipian, Administrator, Village of Grafton 
4. Samuel Noyola, Financial Advisor, Northwestern  
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Rural Advisory Council  
Chair:  Eric Hange, District Manager, Medina County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Vice Chair:  Jacki Baca, 4-H Educator, OSU Extension 
 
Purpose: The Rural Advisory Council (RAC) plays an important role in advising NOACA of the 

public policy and planning priorities of interested parties from rural communities within the 
NOACA region and how NOACA planning work can most productively coordinate with 
rural interests to maximize the beneficial outcomes for urbanized and rural communities 
alike. 

Members: The Rural Advisory Council will have 15 members selected from among religious 
organizations, social service agencies, nonprofits, voter advocacy groups, health 
advocacy groups, modal organizations, senior organizations, schools, etc. Membership 
consists of the following 11 members that are proportionately defined by county based on 
rural population and 4 at-large seats: 

 
A. One member from within Cuyahoga County 

1. Tom Cole, Trustee, Olmsted Township 
Alternate: Gary Yelenosky, Administrator, Olmsted Township 

 
B. Four members from within Geauga County 

1. Leslie Gambosi-McCoy, Administrator/Economic Development Director, Village of Middlefield 
Alternate: Tisha Johnson, Administrative Assistant, Village of Middlefield 
 

2. Gary Neola, Jr., Member, Planning Commission  
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

3. Timothy Snyder, Chairman, Burton Township Board of Zoning Appeals 
Alternate: Not Designated 

 
4. Gina Hofstetter, Director, Economic Development, Geauga County 

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

C. One member from within Lake County 
1. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
 

D. Two members from within Lorain County 
1. Robert Duncan, Director, Lorain County Community Development 

Alternate: Not Designated 
 

2. TBD 
Alternate: Not Designated 
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E. Three members from within Medina County 

1. Eric Hange, District Manager, Medina County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Alternate: Abby Costilow, Medina SWCD Watershed Education Specialist 
 

2. Denise Testa, Director, Medina County Planning Services and Fair Housing Office 
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

3. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 

 
F. Four members At-Large 

1. Scott Ockunzzi, P.E., District Planning Engineer, ODOT District 3 
Alternate: Neil Shop, P.E., Transportation Planning Manager, ODOT District 12 
 

2. Ken Varady, Motorcycle Ohio, Instructor Lorain County Community College 
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

3. Jacki Baca, 4-H Educator, OSU Extension 
Alternate: Thomas Becker, Agriculture & Natural Resources Educator, OSU Extension 

 
4. TBD 

Alternate: TBD 
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Safety & Operations Council  
Chair:  James Kusner, Traffic Safety Engineer, ODOT District 12 
Vice Chair:  Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 
 
Purpose: The Safety and Operations Council (SOC) provides recommendations about regional 

safety and operations programs to the Transportation Subcommittee. The Safety and 
Operations Council will also oversee and guide the implementation of a transportation 
safety action plan. 

Members: The Safety and Operations Council must consist of a cross-section of multiple disciplines 
including local agency planning and engineering staff, law enforcement and emergency 
responders, ODOT, FHWA, GCRTA, the Ohio Traffic Safety Office and community 
members. Membership is geographically proportional.  

 
A. Four members from within Cuyahoga County 

1. Angela Byington, Director of Planning & Development, City of Lakewood 
Alternate: Mark Papke, City Engineer, City of Lakewood 
 

2. Patrick Grogan-Myers, Director of Planning and Development, City of Euclid  
Alternate: TBD 
 

3. David Ray, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Dept. of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: A.J. Stoll, Transportation Engineer, Dept. of Public Works, Cuyahoga County 
 

4. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 

 
B. Two members from within the City of Cleveland 

1. Rob Mavec, Commissioner, Traffic Engineering, City of Cleveland 
Alternate: Rob Knopf, Section Chief, Right of Way Permitting and Enforcement, Cleveland 
City Planning Commission 
 

2. Gordon Holmes, Traffic Commissioner, Cleveland Division of Police 
Alternate: Thomas Mandzak, Captain, Cleveland Division of Police 
 

C. One member from within Geauga County 
1. Andy Haupt, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Geauga County 

Alternate: Katie Taylor, Administrator, Geauga County Engineer’s Office 
 

D. One member from within Lake County 
1. Alan Exley, P.E., P.S., County Engineer, Lake County 

Alternate: Kirk Dimmick, P.E., Chief Deputy Engineer, Lake County 
 

E. Two members from within Lorain County 
1. Chris Pyanowski, Safety Service Director, City of Elyria 

Alternate: Christopher Schoenig, AICP, City Planner, City of Elyria  
 

2. Shaun Duffala, Engineer, Lorain County  
Alternate: Robert C. Klaiber, P.E., P.S., Assistant County Engineer, Lorain County 
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F. One member from within Medina County 

1. Josh Wolf, P.E., Assistant County Engineer, Medina County 
Alternate: Not Designated 

 
G. One member from Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Districts 3 and 12 

1. James Kusner, Traffic Safety Engineer, ODOT District 12 
Alternate: Arelis Latimer, Transportation Engineer, ODOT District 12 
 

2. Scott Ockunzzi, P.E., District Planning Engineer, ODOT District 3 
Alternate: Julie Cichello, P.E., Traffic Engineer, ODOT District 3 

 
H. One member from Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA) 

1. Michael Schipper, Deputy General Manager, Engineering & Project Management 
Alternate: Dr. Floun’say Caver, Chief Operating Officer and Deputy General Manager – 
Operations 

 
I. One member from Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

1. TBD, Planning, Environment and Realty Team Leader, FHWA Ohio Division 
Alternate: Lawrence Hall, Community Planner, FHWA Ohio Division 

 
J. Three members representing Local Law Enforcement 

1. Chief Matthew Neil, Montville Township Police, Medina County 
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

2. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 
 

3. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 

 
K. Community Representatives 

1. TBD, Cuyahoga County 
Alternate: Not Designated 
 

2. Jacob VanSickle, Executive Director, Bike Cleveland 
Alternate: Jenna Thomas, Advocacy & Policy Manager, Bike Cleveland 
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Transit Council  
Chair:  JoAnna Santilli, Transit Director, Geauga Transit 
Vice Chair:  India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager and CEO, GCRTA 
 
Purpose: The Transit Council provides advice and policy recommendations to the Transportation 

Subcommittee with regard to transit matters affecting the Planning Area. 

Members: The Transit Council consists of one member from each of the region’s public transit 
agencies and the Ohio Department of Transportation. 

 
A. Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA) 

1. India L. Birdsong Terry, General Manager and CEO, GCRTA 
Alternate: Maribeth Feke, Director of Programming and Planning, GCRTA 

 
B. Geauga Transit 

1. JoAnna Santilli, Transit Director, Geauga Transit 
Alternate: David Lair, Transportation Coordinator, Geauga Transit 

 
C. Laketran 

1. Ben Capelle, Chief Executive Officer, Laketran 
Alternate: Andrea Aaby, Director of Compliance & Development, Laketran 

 
D. Lorain County Transit (LCT) 

1. TBD 
Alternate: TBD 

 
E. Medina County Public Transit (MCPT) 

1. Shannon Rine, Director, Medina County Public Transit 
Alternate: Stephen Hambley, Commissioner, Medina County 

 
F. Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 

1. Neil Shop, P.E., Transportation Planning Manager, ODOT District 12 
Alternate: Scott Ockunzzi, P.E., District Planning Engineer, ODOT District 3 
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TRAVEL OPTIONS FOR NOACA MEETINGS 
 
 
LOCATION 
NOACA is conveniently located in Cleveland’s central business district at 1299 Superior Avenue, on 
the NW corner of Superior and E. 13th Street. 
 
TRANSIT & BICYCLE TRAVEL TO NOACA 
NOACA is accessible by transit and bike.  

The NOACA office building is situated on several major and minor bus routes. You can plan your transit 
trip to NOACA by using trip planner tools or with information provided by the region’s public transit 
agencies: 

• GCRTA Trip Planner  
• Geauga County Transit 
• Laketran Trip Planner 
• Lorain County Transit service 
• Medina County Transit 

 
Bikes may be stored and locked at U-racks located directly in front of the building. 
 
PARKING (see map) 
The following map shows parking facilities in the vicinity of the NOACA building. Unfortunately, we are 
unable to offer reimbursement for parking.   
 
On-street, metered parking is also available for up to 2-hour periods along E. 13th Street north of 
Superior Avenue. Please heed parking signs and note any time restrictions. Payment can be made at 
these meters with credit card or by using the ParkMobile mobile device application.  
 
Street parking is also available along Rockwell Avenue, east of E. 13th Street. 
 
TRAVEL ASSISTANCE AND SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 
If you have further questions about parking or need assistance with travel to or special accommodation 
at NOACA, please contact Lindy Burt at 216-241-2414, x. 108. 
  

https://tripplanner.riderta.com/
https://geaugatransit.org/about/
https://info.laketran.com/TripPlanner
https://www.loraincounty.com/lctransit/
https://medinacountytransit.org/
https://parkmobile.io/
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