GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE

Business, Community, Rural, and Emerging Leaders
Advisory Councils

September 26, 2025
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ACTION REQUESTED

No action is requested. This item is for presentation and
discussion.

PREVIOUS ACTION

No previous action.
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
REAUTHORIZATION

» ||JA/BIL expires September 2026

* Congressional hearings held to
discuss reauthorization

 NOACA letter sent to congressional
committee leaders and NE Ohio
delegation outlining agency priorities

« NOACA submission in response to
US DOT’s RFI
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President
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Assistant Secretary
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Assistant Secretary
Blaine Griffin, Cleveland City Council, Ward 6
Assistant Secretary
John Plecnik, Commissioner, Lake County

verage, I1I, Commissioner, Lake County

Michael Dylan Brennan, Mayor, City of University
Heights

Assistant Treasurer

Andrew Conrad, P.E., P.S., Medina County Engineer
Assistant Treasurer
Mark Cunningham, Trustee,
County

umbia Twp. Lorain

August 19, 2025

Dear U.S. Department of Transportation,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments in response to the Request for

Information (Docket No. DOT-OST-2025-0468) on the development of the next
surface transportation authorization.

At the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA), we plan for the
future of transportation across 5 counties, 61 cities, and 58 townships, serving 2.1
million people in Greater Cleveland/Northeast Ohio. In FY 2025, NOACA'’s
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) programmed approximately $762
million in highway projects and $176 million in transit investments across the
region. Guided by a board of 48 local elected officials and supported by a
professional planning staff, NOACA ensures federal dollars are invested
strategically to deliver transformative projects to improve safety, reduce
congestion, and support economic development in Northeast Ohio.
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NOACA REAUTHORIZATION PRIORITIES

* Increased direct funding to MPOs — empower local officials

« Shift some discretionary funding to formula — allow MPQOs to
fund projects in Long Range Plan

« Stabilize Highway Trust Fund, inclusive of transit funding
* Prioritize asset management over expansion
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NOACA REAUTHORIZATION PRIORITIES

« Safety, sustainability, and multimodalism

* Passenger rall

* Increase planning funds to meet federal requirements
* Reduce local match
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UPDATING NOACA’S NOACA
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
FOR 2026 2025 Federal & State

Legislative Agenda

The Legislative Agenda represents consensus-driven principles that have been approved by
NOACA's 48-member Board of Directors in Northeast Ohio. It is intended to guide policy
analysis and advocacy on infrastructure issues. While NOACA's principles endure, the
national conversation and agenda on transportation infrastructure will change. In this way,
NOACA can assist public officials by advocating emerging issues with a non-partisan view.
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FEDERAL
PRIORITIES

Strengthen the MPO’s local control of core transportation
programs

NOACA advocates that Congress should both revise the federal funding formula to create a more
equitable distribution of funds to local communities and strengthen and expand local control to
metropolitan planning organizations by allocating more money directly to regional/local
authorities for core planning programs.

This would include the Surface Transportation Program, Congestion Mitigation Air Quality
Improvement Program, and the Transportation Alternatives Program. Directly allocating funding
to MPOs and local communities would create a more predictable revenue stream for locally
implemented priorities of air quality, improvement in mobility, and investments in economic
growth. Direct allocation would also facilitate the ability of local communities to precisely define
their funding priorities such as funding for multimodal transportation strategies and funding for
transit.

Promote asset management as a funding priority

NOACA advocates that Congress should recognize the preservation of transportation assets as an
equal or greater economic priority as compared to the development of new infrastructure.
Regional authorities similar to NOACA allocate as much as 90 percent of available funding toward
asset preservation. U.S. DOT has already recognized this priority by mandating asset
management programming at the state level. NOACA advocates that Congress should create and
augment funding streams for asset management implementation - for transit, roads and bridges
- at the regional/local level.

Incorporate safety, sustainability, multimodalism in
planning & funding

NOACA advocates that Congress should include safety, sustainability and multimodalism as
specific priorities within state and local MPO planning requirements.

A specific focus should be to include public transit, passenger rail, hyperloop, and
bicycle/pedestrian funding programs.
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FEDERAL PRIORITIES
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FEDERAL PRIORITIES

Promote asset management as a funding priority

NOACA advocates that Congress should recognize the preservation of transportation assets as an
equal or greater economic priority as compared to the development of new infrastructure.
Regional authorities similar to NOACA allocate as much as 90 percent of available funding toward

asset preservation. U.S. DOT has already recognized this priority by mandating asset
management programming at the state level. NOACA advocates that Congress should create and

augment funding streams for asset management implementation - for transit, roads and bridges
- at the regional/local level.
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FEDERAL PRIORITIES
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POTENTIAL EDITS

Ask Congress to:

* Increase planning funds to meet federal planning requirements and
ensure successful project implementation?

« Shift some discretionary funding to suballocated formula funding to
advance priority projects in MPO LRPs?

* Reduce local match for federal transportation programs?

« Streamline environmental review and permitting to accelerate delivery
without compromising environmental protection?

« Stabilize Highway Trust Fund (inclusive of transit)?




STATE PRIORITIES

Improve the region’s rate of return from state allocated
funds to meet regional asset management needs

MNOACA advocates that the Ohio General Assembly review and amend the state funding formula
such that the NOACA region would receive an equitable amount of State gas tax dollars as
compared to what is contributed by gas tax payers from the NOACA region.

The NOACA Board advocates a redress of this condition through the creation of State programs

that would allocate more funding to priorities that are the sole responsibility of MPOs and local
communities.

Formation of new programs or supplementing existing programs that contribute funding to local

and regional planning priorities such as asset management programs would help create a more
equitable rate of return.
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STATE PRIORITIES

Advocate for the inclusion of multimodal transportation within
state programs & funding

NOACA advocates that the Ohio General Assembly provide sufficient funding for both capital and
operating costs to support the development and preservation of non-automobile transportation,

particularly public transit - which should be funded in a manner that reflects and enhances local
and regional investments.

NOACA continues to support the recommendations of ODOT's 2015 Transit Needs study, which
proposed bringing Ohio's public transportation network to a state of good repair and doubling
statewide investment in public transit -- with the State of Ohio investing in the operating and
capital costs of needed service. In fact, NOACA supports the creation of a dedicated, long-term
source of transit funding. NOACA also advocates for increased funding for passenger rail, bicycle,
pedestrian, and other forms of multimodal transportation facilities and operating assistance.
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STATE PRIORITIES

Advocate for state transportation programs, policies, and
- funding that will improve transportation safety, air and water
» quality, climate pollution reduction and resilience, and
* economic development opportunities




UPDATE ON US DOT DIRECTIVES

« US DOT issued letter in April telling recipients of federal
funding that they must remove DEI from all policies and

programs to continue eligibility

« NOACA Board voted (Sept. 12) to make those policy
changes, following review by legal counsel, and to dissolve

the Equity Subcommittee

« US DOT canceling bike/ped/safety projects deemed “hostile”
to cars or those that could “impede vehicle capacity & speed”

N




FEDERAL FUNDING UPDATE

Recent Grant Awards

 City of Cleveland--$960,000 planning grant for Cleveland
North Coast Connector Multimodal Hub Area Study

Recently Obligated Grants

 City of Cleveland--$59.7 million for the North Coast
Connector via the INFRA program
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FEDERAL FUNDING UPDATE

Currently Available Federal Grants

* Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program

* Planning, design, and engineering funding for projects in rural areas
and on Tribal lands

* |nnovative Finance and Asset Concession Program (IFAC)

* Assistance in evaluating public-private partnerships for
iInfrastructure financing and operations

» Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail

* Funding for rail safety and to enhance or establish passenger rail
service




NOACA’S FUNDING RESOURCES
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() e C Planning Resources Assistance Center Committees

- Resources

reg U I a rI y fO r e Funding Resources
Street Design Flexibility

updates

Trail Crossing Typology

Traffic Counts

* Link for LOS o
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Vibrant NEO 2040 NOACA programs for Northeast Ohio Communities
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+ Recent Studies

S t ra t e g y State Funding Programs

Currently Available Funding Opportunities

NOACA Regional Strategy to Coordinate Funding
Opportunities: Bringing [IJA Transportation Grant Dollars to
Northeast Ohio

Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)YBipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) reauthorized the nation’s
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STATE UPDATES
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SPEED LIMIT INITIATIVE

« NOACA continues to work with Ohioans for Safe Streets

* Legislative Proposal to provide greater local control and
context-based flexibility for speed limits

* Continuing discussions with Ohio Legislature, ODOT, local
elected officials, and interested parties

* Interested parties meeting, with bill introduction to follow
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PASSENGER RAIL ADVOCACY

NOACA attended Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail
Commission (MIPRC) Annual Meeting in Kansas City
(Andrew Bean)
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PASSENGER RAIL ADVOCACY

NOACA commented on Ohio Rail Development
Commission’s (ORDC) proposed 4-year state rail plan

« Reaffirmed NOACA's commitment to improved >

a

passenger rail; important to economy and quality of life [EREEA

0ARD OFFICERS.

ptember 17, 2025

To the Members of the Ohio Rail De:

L] oy
st - The Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinatin S X n
. e ) Planning Organization (MPO) for Greater Cleveland, o use the occasio
of the adoption of Ohio’s State Rail Plan by the Ohio svelopr
. = Commission (ORDC) to reaffirm its commitment to advancing enhanced and

expanded passenger rail in Ohio, a priority that has been affimed by our Board
of Directors. While freight railis of the utmost importance to Ohio’s economy, we

, u w,..‘,“ ein, Morr, Gy of Unersty would like to ensure that freight planning does not hinder or otherwise come at
L] ot the expense of future passenger rail development. In fact, we believe improved
e passenger rail service will vastly expand economic development opportunities in
™ - = : Northeast Ohio and throughout the State of Ohio.
it e et ongly support the Cleveland-Columbus-Dayton-Cincinnati (3C+D) and
i eland-Toledo-Detroit routes for which ORDC successfully received planning

funds via the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA's) Corridor ID program
NOACA encourages the ORDC to fully fund and develop these routes, and any

« 3C+D and Cleveland-Toledo-Detroit (& any future

NOACA also encourages the ORDC to work in close partnership with MPOs and
I organizations to continue advancing passenger rail priorities that
dedicated funding for planning or implementation. Servi
inC

™ T e, g O curre & s
S & rvice in C nd; improved passenger rail service
e Cley o Buffalo, Chic: d Pittsburgh; potential com
R Cleveland, Ak ton; and expanding the Cuyahoga Vi
& - Scenic Railroad to downtown Cleveland are all exampl

* Asked ORDC to work with NOACA to improve
current service, CVSR into downtown, & potential
Com m Ute r ra iI Options N®ACA e S
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MEETINGS WITH STATE LEGISLATORS

« Government Affairs team and Executive Director continue to
meet 1-on-1 with Ohio legislators, focusing on new members

 Recent meetings

 Rep. Chris Glassburn
* Rep. Eric Synenberg




MPO LEGISLATION

HB 455 introduced in Ohio Legislature by Rep. Mike Dovilla
(Berea) and Rep. Brian Stewart (Ashville)

* Prevent any single county from holding a voting majority on an
MPOQO board

» Allow Governor to redesignate a county’s MPO affiliation if 25% of
workforce commutes to a contiguous MPO

» Clarifies that MPOs may not issue policies that conflict with state
or federal law

* Prohibits a chief executive of an MPO from being simultaneously
employed outside Ohio
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DISCUSSION
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NOACA will regional cohesion,

existing infrastructure, and a
sustainable multimodal transportation system
to economic development and

quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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