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ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION

No action is requested. This item is for presentation and 
discussion.

No previous action.



FEDERAL UPDATES



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
REAUTHORIZATION

• IIJA/BIL expires September 2026
• Congressional hearings held to 

discuss reauthorization
• NOACA letter sent to congressional 

committee leaders and NE Ohio 
delegation outlining agency priorities

• NOACA submission in response to 
US DOT’s RFI



NOACA REAUTHORIZATION PRIORITIES

• Increased direct funding to MPOs – empower local officials
• Shift some discretionary funding to formula – allow MPOs to 

fund projects in Long Range Plan
• Stabilize Highway Trust Fund, inclusive of transit funding
• Prioritize asset management over expansion



NOACA REAUTHORIZATION PRIORITIES

• Safety, sustainability, and multimodalism
• Passenger rail
• Increase planning funds to meet federal requirements
• Reduce local match



UPDATING NOACA’S 
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
FOR 2026



FEDERAL 
PRIORITIES



FEDERAL PRIORITIES



FEDERAL PRIORITIES



FEDERAL PRIORITIES



POTENTIAL EDITS
Ask Congress to:
• Increase planning funds to meet federal planning requirements and 

ensure successful project implementation?
• Shift some discretionary funding to suballocated formula funding to 

advance priority projects in MPO LRPs?
• Reduce local match for federal transportation programs? 
• Streamline environmental review and permitting to accelerate delivery 

without compromising environmental protection?
• Stabilize Highway Trust Fund (inclusive of transit)?



STATE PRIORITIES



STATE PRIORITIES



STATE PRIORITIES



UPDATE ON US DOT DIRECTIVES
• US DOT issued letter in April telling recipients of federal 

funding that they must remove DEI from all policies and 
programs to continue eligibility

• NOACA Board voted (Sept. 12) to make those policy 
changes, following review by legal counsel, and to dissolve 
the Equity Subcommittee

• US DOT canceling bike/ped/safety projects deemed “hostile” 
to cars or those that could “impede vehicle capacity & speed” 



FEDERAL FUNDING UPDATE
Recent Grant Awards
• City of Cleveland--$960,000 planning grant for Cleveland 

North Coast Connector Multimodal Hub Area Study
Recently Obligated Grants
• City of Cleveland--$59.7 million for the North Coast 

Connector via the INFRA program



FEDERAL FUNDING UPDATE
Currently Available Federal Grants
• Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program

• Planning, design, and engineering funding for projects in rural areas 
and on Tribal lands

• Innovative Finance and Asset Concession Program (IFAC)
• Assistance in evaluating public-private partnerships for 

infrastructure financing and operations
• Federal-State Partnership for Intercity Passenger Rail 

• Funding for rail safety and to enhance or establish passenger rail 
service



NOACA’S FUNDING RESOURCES 
WEBPAGE
• Check 

regularly for 
updates

• Link for LOS 
requests

• Link to IIJA 
Strategy



LEGISLATIVE & FUNDING ISSUESSTATE UPDATES



SPEED LIMIT INITIATIVE
• NOACA continues to work with Ohioans for Safe Streets
• Legislative Proposal to provide greater local control and 

context-based flexibility for speed limits
• Continuing discussions with Ohio Legislature, ODOT, local 

elected officials, and interested parties
• Interested parties meeting, with bill introduction to follow



PASSENGER RAIL ADVOCACY
NOACA attended Midwest Interstate Passenger Rail 
Commission (MIPRC) Annual Meeting in Kansas City 
(Andrew Bean)



PASSENGER RAIL ADVOCACY
NOACA commented on Ohio Rail Development 
Commission’s (ORDC) proposed 4-year state rail plan
• Reaffirmed NOACA’s commitment to improved      

passenger rail; important to economy and quality of life
• Encouraged next steps for corridors approved        

through FRA’s  Corridor ID program:
• 3C+D and Cleveland-Toledo-Detroit (& any future 

corridors)
• Asked ORDC to work with NOACA to improve    

current service, CVSR into downtown, & potential 
commuter rail options



MEETINGS WITH STATE LEGISLATORS
• Government Affairs team and Executive Director continue to 

meet 1-on-1 with Ohio legislators, focusing on new members
• Recent meetings

• Rep. Chris Glassburn
• Rep. Eric Synenberg



MPO LEGISLATION
HB 455 introduced in Ohio Legislature by Rep. Mike Dovilla 
(Berea) and Rep. Brian Stewart (Ashville)
• Prevent any single county from holding a voting majority on an 

MPO board
• Allow Governor to redesignate a county’s MPO affiliation if 25% of 

workforce commutes to a contiguous MPO
• Clarifies that MPOs may not issue policies that conflict with state 

or federal law
• Prohibits a chief executive of an MPO from being simultaneously 

employed outside Ohio



DISCUSSION



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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