
WATER QUALITY PROGRAM UPDATE

Water Quality Subcommittee
September 19, 2025



ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION
Staff make presentations on the Water Quality Planning 
Program at each quarterly meeting of the Water Quality 
Subcommittee. 

No action is requested. This item is for information and 
discussion.



REGIONAL COORDINATION WORK
Regional Riparian Setback 
Legislation Review 2024
• NOACA Water Quality Planning 

(WQP) staff will present at the 
Ohio Transportation Engineering 
Conference (OTEC)

• Tuesday, October 14, 2025, 
3:30 – 5:00 PM



REGIONAL COORDINATION WORK
Western Lake Erie Harmful Algal Bloom 
(HAB) Early Season Projection
• A seasonal projection update for the Western 

Lake Erie HAB was issued on July 31, 2025
• A mild to moderate bloom severity of 3 with a 

range of 2.5-4 (out of 10) is expected
• The HAB forecast for September 2, 2025, 

reported that the cyanobacteria bloom in 
western Lake Erie is approximately 300 sq. mi.



REGIONAL COORDINATION WORK
• The bloom extends north from 

Maumee Bay along the Michigan coast 
to Stony Point and east along the Ohio 
coast to Port Clinton, with patches 
extending to the Lake Erie Islands
• Toxins have been detected above the 

recreational limit in western Lake Erie
• Toxins have been detected below the 

recreational limit in Sandusky Bay



OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP)
Support Water Quality Subcommittee (WQS) & provide quarterly 
updates
• Continue to participate in Black & Cuyahoga River Areas of Concern 

(AOCs): Advisory Committees
Black River AOC Advisory Committee
• Black River AOC Advisory Committee meeting (July 8, 2025)

• Updated TMDL reports are forthcoming
• USEPA approved removal the “Degradation of Fish Populations” and 

“Loss of Fish Habitat” BUIs (September 18, 2025)
• Benthos sampling for the final BUI removal this year
• One BUI remains:  

• Degradation of Benthos



OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP)
Cuyahoga River AOC Advisory Committee
• Cuyahoga River AOC Advisory Committee meeting (July 15, 2025)
• Benthos sampling began in August 2025 at two locations: RM 5.9 of 

the Cuyahoga River and Euclid Creek
• Four BUIs remain:  

1. Degradation of Fish and Wildlife Populations
2. Degradation of Benthos
3. Restrictions on Navigational Dredging
4. Loss of Fish Habitat



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK
NOACA WQP staff hosted a DMA Roundtable webinar on 
June 25, 2025
• Agenda items included: 

• Ohio EPA update;
• Presentation of NOACA’s FPA population forecasts; and 
• Overview and lessons learned during the Geauga County Five-Year FPA 

Boundary and Prescription Update process
• The webinar was recorded & attended by 21 representatives



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK
Clean Water 2020 reformatting:
• Staff reformatted the plan and 

appendices from landscape to portrait 
(NOACA’s new report format)

• Staff updated the 208 Areawide Water 
Quality Management Plan webpage 
to summarize the reformatting work



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK
Updated FPA 
Population Forecasts
• WQP staff distributed the 

forecasts and edits to 
Appendix 4E-1 of Clean 
Water 2020 to primary and 
secondary DMAs for review 
and comment



MEDINA COUNTY FIVE-YEAR UPDATE
• NOACA WQP staff met with 

Medina County on September 
12, 2025
• Largest Designated 

Management Agency (DMA) in 
the County

• Established a timeframe and 
regular meeting schedule

• NOACA will request GIS 
information from all DMAs early 
in the process

• Considering eliminating Local 
Prescriptions for uniformity



• WQP staff will schedule a Medina County Primary & Secondary Roundtable 
meeting late Fall 2025

• Agenda will include:
1. Overview of update process
2. Areas for discussion

• Examples from Cuyahoga and Geauga County updates
3. FPA boundaries and prescriptions realignment to parcel lines and to reflect current 

sewer service
4. Meet with Primary DMAs, Secondary DMAs, and/or Affected Jurisdictions as 

needed/requested
5. Acknowledgement of Map Accuracy Forms

• WQP staff will present FPA updates to Water Quality Subcommittee in December 
2025 or March 2026

MEDINA COUNTY FIVE-YEAR UPDATE



CLEAN WATER 2020 WORK
FPA Consistency Review Maps
• Ensured projects are consistent with FPA maps
• Prepared 16 consistency review maps
• Reviewed 38 permits-to-install (PTIs)



FINANCIAL IMPACTS
Ohio EPA contracts and NOACA’s local water quality dues 
fund this work.



NEXT STEPS
NOACA staff will provide quarterly updates on the Water 
Quality Planning Program to the Water Quality Subcommittee.



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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