
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS CY2026 
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Transit Council
August 15, 2025



ACTION REQUESTED

PREVIOUS ACTION

No action is requested. This item is for presentation and 
discussion.

No previous action.



BACKGROUND
• NOACA’s Board updates its 

Legislative Agenda each 
December
• Guides NOACA’s government 

affairs work at the federal and 
state levels

• Basis for specific policy/funding 
goals throughout the year
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OHIO 2026-2027 BIENNIAL 
TRANSPORTATION BUDGET 

• Signed into law on March 31
• NOACA testimonies supported: 

• Increase transit funding: $185M/year (OH Transit Needs Study)  X
• Long-term dedicated source transit funding/reflecting local 

investment X

• Ohio Workforce Mobility Partnership Program funding 



FEDERAL 
PRIORITIES
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FY26 THUD APPROPRIATIONS - HOUSE
• July 14: House Appropriations Committee approved (35-

28) HR 4522
• Total transit funding: $19.2B ($1.7B or 8.3% below FY25)
• Cuts CIG funding (56.5% below FY25)
• No added funding beyond IIJA authorized levels for Bus & Bus 

Facilities and Low-No Emission discretionary grants
• Includes $96M for public transit earmarks



FY26 THUD APPROPRIATIONS -- SENATE
July 24: Senate Appropriations Committee approved (27-1) 
nearly full funding ($21.1B) per IIJA
• Increases funding $203M (1%) over FY25; $1.94B over 

House 
• $3.5B for CIG: below FY25 but higher than House bill
• $58.9M for congressionally directed spending (CDS)
• Additional funding for events: FIFA, Olympics
• 100% federal share for 5310 and 5311 grants



SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
REAUTHORIZATION

• IIJA expires Sept. 2026
• Congress already holding hearings on next 

reauthorization
• House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee (T&I)
• Senate Environment & Public Works Committee (EPW)
• NOACA responded to request for priorities in May

• U.S. DOT issued request for priorities, due Aug. 20 --
NOACA will respond



NOACA PRIORITIES SUBMITTED
• MPOs becoming direct recipients for certain federal funds
• Shifting some discretionary funding to formula funding, with 

suballocation to MPOs
• Stabilize Highway Trust Fund & ensure transit is included
• Asset management over expansion
• Safety, sustainability, & multimodalism in planning & funding
• Support passenger rail
• Increase planning funds
• Reduce local match for federal transportation programs



NOACA FUNDING RESOURCES WEBPAGE



NEXT STEPS
• NOACA will review Legislative Agenda at upcoming meetings of 

BAC/CAC/RAC/ELAC and External Affairs Committee
• Input from Councils and Committees will inform any potential 

updates for the CY2026 Legislative Agenda
• Board will be asked to adopt next year’s Legislative Agenda at 

December Board meeting
• NOACA will continue to advocate for transit in funding and 

authorization bills at federal & state levels
• NOACA will continue to support discretionary funding 

applications



DISCUSSION



NOACA will strengthen regional cohesion, 
preserve existing infrastructure, and build a 
sustainable multimodal transportation system 

to support economic development and 
enhance quality of life in Northeast Ohio.
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