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2. Minutes of March 21, 2025, Meeting 1 

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items

4. Chair’s/Executive Director’s Report

5. Action Items (no items)
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i. SFY 2025 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program Applications 9 
ii. Air Quality Public Education and Outreach 12 
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iv. 2024 Air Quality Trends Report 16 
v. CY2025 Air Quality Forecast Accuracy (through May 31) 20 

7. Reports/Updates
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10. Adjourn
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NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee  
Meeting Minutes 
March 21, 2025 
NOACA Offices 

 
 
Present: Please see the attached attendance record. 
 
Ms. Maribeth Feke, Chair of the Air Quality Subcommittee, convened the meeting at 9:03 a.m. 
 
Introduction of New Members 
Mr. Ben Capelle introduced himself as a new member of the Air Quality Subcommittee. 
 
Meeting Minutes 
Mr. John Gall made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of December 20, 2024. Mr. Sam 
Rubens seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Public Comments 
No public comments were made at this meeting.  
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Director Grace Gallucci made the following announcement regarding t2025 Congestion 
Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program Applications 

• Purpose of CMAQ Program is to improve air quality and relieve congestion 
• Applications available at noaca.org/cmaq 

o due May 2, 2025 
• Eligible Projects 

o Vehicle/Machinery Updates 
o Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 
o Traffic Signal Timing/Connection Hardware 

• Applicant Webinar 
o April 9, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
o Email projects@mpo.noaca.org to register  

 
Ms. Feke asked if bikes were still eligible projects. 
 
Director Gallucci confirmed that bikes are still eligible projects and NOACA had not received 
official notification otherwise. 
 
Action Items 
No action items were presented at this meeting.  
 
Presentation/Discussion Items 
 
CY2025 Subcommittee Focus Areas 
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Mr. Joe MacDonald stated that the Planning and Programming Committee approved the focus 
areas for the Air Quality Subcommittee at its meeting in January 2025, so no action was required. 
 
Mr. MacDonald reviewed the Subcommittee purpose, functions, 2024 focus areas, and the 
following 2025 focus areas: 
 

2025 Focus Areas Status 
Regional Climate Action Planning Ongoing 
Gohio Commute Employer Engagement Ongoing 
Air Quality Education and Outreach Program Implementation Ongoing 
Mobile Emissions Reduction Efforts  
(Gohio Commute & Vanpool, Air Quality Awareness Programs) 

Ongoing 

2025 CMAQ Applications Ongoing 
 
Mr. MacDonald stated that meeting agendas and materials will be crafted to accomplish the 
identified focus areas for the Subcommittee. 
 
Mr. Gall asked about the impact of President Trump's recent Executive Order on Climate Action 
Planning at NOACA. He inquired about NOACA staff's time and effort to address these changes 
and their potential effects on future federal funding. 
 
Mr. MacDonald stated that NOACA has a signed contract with the US EPA for a Phase I Planning 
Grant under the Climate Pollution Reduction Grants (CPRG) Program. He provided the following 
updates on the status of the contract and project: 
 

• No changes have been made to the contract or its funding. 
• NOACA will continue fulfilling the contract terms unless directed otherwise. 
• The contract was reaffirmed in a March 10 meeting with the US EPA Region 5 

coordinators. 
• NOACA remains on schedule, with the award period extending through 2027. 
• The next major deliverable, the Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CCAP), is due 

December 1. 
• NOACA’s final status report is due at the end of the award period in Summer 2027. 

 
Air Quality Public Education and Outreach 
Ms. Kate Moening presented information on the following: 
 

• Air Quality Advisory Days 
o Public communications by method from December 2024 through February 2025 
 No Advisory Day communications 
 AQ Advisory emails sent to subscribers as needed 
 Sign up for advisories on the NOACA Air Quality Advisories webpage 
 Daily air quality status at www.airnow.gov  

• Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) Engagement 
o In partnership with the City of Cleveland 
o NOACA engagement in Geauga, Lake, Lorain, and Medina counties 
o Focus on Low Income and Disadvantaged Communities (LIDACs) 
o Geauga County engagement session in the planning process 

• Outreach and Engagement 
o Air Quality/Gohio Commute Media Messaging 
 Radio and Channel 3 (WKYC) media campaign messaging reflects Air Quality 

and Rideshare programs 
 Gohio Commute Radio Advertising 
 Gohio Commute WKYC 
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 Social Media (Facebook, X) 

• Gohio Commute Challenge Events 
o February Transit Challenge – February 1-28, 2025 
o Social Media Presence on Facebook, X/Twitter 
o Prize Winners: 
 1st Place Paris Barnett 
 2nd Place Jonathan Steirer 
 3rd Place Shirley Murrell 
 Lake County: Peter Maurath 

• Events and Presentations 
o January 15, 2025: Cleveland Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) 

presentation 
o Interested audiences, communities or businesses, should contact 

kmoening@mpo.noaca.org. 
• NOACA’s 11th Annual NEO Commuter Choice Awards (CCA) Program 

o Winners: Ohio City Bicycle Co-Op, North Water Productions, University Circle Inc., 
Cleveland Public Library, and Case Western Reserve University 

o Partner Sponsors: Bike Cleveland, GCRTA, Laketran, and Cuyahoga County 
o The awards were given out at NOACA’s Board meeting on January 24, 2025 

• Upcoming Events 
o Air Quality Trends Report Announcement 
o Air Quality Awareness Week – May 5-9, 2025 
o May: CAR(bon) Free – Bicycle Safety Month 
o 2025 Commuter Choice Awards 
o No-Idle Resources and Campaign 

 
Ms. Moening stated that NOACA will provide quarterly updates to the Air Quality Subcommittee. 
 
Mr. Tim Fischer inquired about the number of people subscribed to receive the Air Quality 
Advisory emails. 
 
Mr. MacDonald stated that NOACA maintains a Constant Contact mailing distribution list with 
approximately 1,200 recipients, including media sources, the Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT), various organizations, agencies, and individuals who have expressed interest. 
 
Mr. Gall stated that the reports that NOACA staff send out make their way into the media. He said 
he reads them in the press.  
 
Regarding the Gohio Commute Challenge Events in February, Mr. Gall noted that people love 
prizes and incentives. He asked how NOACA would recommend people in Geauga, Medina, and 
Lorain counties use the system to be competitive. 
 
Ms. Moening stated that, while NOACA was focusing on transit as the mode for Ohio Loves 
Transit Month, all multimodal transportation options that impact air quality are eligible to earn 
points and win prizes, including carpooling, vanpooling, biking, walking, and telework. 
 
Ms. Feke noted that ViaLC operates the demand response in the cities of Lorain and Elyria. She 
suggested getting the word out to Lorain County Community College. 
 
Mr. Gall highlighted that many students use ViaLC. He noted that people should be aware that 
the program may end without support from grants.  
 
Gohio Commute Update and Performance Measures 
Ms. Ashleigh Dennis presented information on the following: 
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• Background on Gohio Commute and Performance Measures 
o Gohio Commute launched in April 201 
o Staff engage businesses, universities, local government agencies, and other 

organizations to create subsites. 
o Subsites enable organizations to create targeted incentives for employees and to 

track involvement of employees 
o Staff created performance measures to track progress of Gohio Commute 
o Four (4) Categories 
 User Metrics 
 Systemwide Performance Metrics 
 Outreach and Promotion Metrics 
 Platform Administration and Enhancement Metrics 

• User and Systemwide Metrics 
o NOACA Region 
 Total Users: 8,048 
 Total Trips: 192,638 
 Total Non-SOV Trips: 170,893 
 Total VMT Avoided: 1,780,524  
 Total Calories Burned: 19,546,561  

o Statewide 
 Total Users: 22,434 
 Total Trips: 321,739 
 Total Non-SOV Trips: 289,320 
 Total VMT Avoided: 2,968,985  
 Total Calories Burned: 29,139,366 

o 2024 CO2 Savings (Chart) 
o 2024 Vanpool Metrics 
 Miles Avoided: 3,695,964 miles 
 CO2 Avoided: 1,221 tons 
 Commuter Savings: $3,000-14,000 per year 
 Vanpool Growth: 35% increase in 2024; January: 40; December: 54 

o CO₂ savings from using alternative transportation between January and December 
2024 are equivalent to the amount of CO₂ that 1,154 acres of U.S. forests would 
remove from the atmosphere in a single year. 

• Outreach and Promotion Metrics 
o 79 organizations have created subsites on Gohio Commute 
o 121 total subsites/networks on the platform 
o Some organizations created multiple subnetworks for locations, buildings, etc.  
o Gohio Commute Engagement Survey Timeline 
 Online Survey: Aug. 28 to Oct. 31, 2024 
 Analyze responses: Nov. 1 to Dec. 31, 2024 
 Program Updates: Jan. I to Mar. 31, 2025 

o Gohio Commute Engagement Survey Next Steps 
o Gohio Commute Office Hours  
 Quarterly updates on new topics related to Gohio Commute 
 Notifications through email 

• Platform Administration and Enhancement Metrics 
o March 2017 – February 2025 
 44 Total Challenges 
 57 Employer/Organization Incentives 
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 182 Events 

o Community Perks 
 Membership-based perks program 
 Combining Commute Perks with other incentives provides ongoing engagement 

for more users 
 Unlimited premium local and national perks and discounts 

o Rideshare App Update 
 Beta testing; tentatively available May 1 
 Content update 

 
Ms. Dennis stated that staff will provide quarterly updates on platform performance metrics to the 
Subcommittee. 
 
Loh asked the name of the app. 
 
Ms. Dennis stated that the name of the platform is Gohio. She noted that users can also find the 
app by searching for "Gohio Commute" online. 
 
CY2025 Air Quality Forecast Accuracy (through February 28) 
Mr. MacDonald stated that NOACA forecasts daily peak eight-hour ground-level ozone 
concentrations and fine particulate matter concentrations. In 2025, daily forecasts for ozone 
began March 1 and will conclude October 31. Daily forecasts for fine particulate matter are year-
round. NOACA posts daily air quality forecasts through AirNowTech, in affiliation with the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA). 
 
Mr. MacDonald presented information on the following items: 

• Meteorological variables and model guidance used by NOACA 
•  PM2.5 Good/Moderate Threshold (12 µg/m3) 

o Correct = 81% 
• PM2.5 Moderate/Unhealthy Threshold (35 µg/m3) 

o Correct = 100% 
 
Mr. MacDonald mentioned that he issued a forecast for potential exceedance for fine particulate 
matter on December 25 for December 26. No communication was sent out because of the holiday. 
He noted that there ultimately was no exceedance on that day. 
 
Mr. MacDonald continued his presentation explaining how NOACA’s forecasting model compares 
to NOAA using the following table: 

 12 µg/m3 35 µg/m3 
NOACA 
NOAA 6Z (M/B) 

81% 
(83/80)% 

100% 
(100/100)% 

NOAA 12Z (M/B) (83/80)% (100/100)% 
 
Mr. MacDonald stated that NOACA staff will do the following: 

• Track forecast performance of NOACA and NOAA for ozone and fine particulate matter 
• Update Air Quality Subcommittee in June 2025 
• Collaborate with NOAA personnel to report model performance in Northeast Ohio 

 
Mr. Rubens stated that Mr. MacDonald referenced the 24-hour standard that dropped from 12 to 
9 last year.  
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Mr. MacDonald clarified that he was presenting information on daily numbers, whereas 
Mr. Rubens was referring to a change in the annual standard. He explained that NOACA's daily 
forecasting remains unchanged, but the annual standard did change. 
 
Mr. Gall asked Mr. MacDonald to clarify when he issued an exceedance in December 2024.  
 
Mr. MacDonald said he issued an exceedance for December 26, 2024.  
 
Mr. Gall asked if the exceedance issued on December 26 had anything to do with the demolition 
of the Avon Lake Power Plant on December 19.  
 
Mr. MacDonald said no. He explained that the NOAA model's resolution would not have picked 
up that activity. He issued an advisory based on NOAA’s regional air quality forecast for Northeast 
Ohio, specifically concerning fine particulate matter concentration. Since no exceedance 
occurred, the event did not affect regional air quality levels, and it would not have prompted him 
to issue an advisory. 
 
Mr. MacDonald asked Mr. Gall what happened.  
 
Mr. Gall explained that Avon Lake decommissioned its power plant. Demolition began on 
December 19, with completion expected by Spring 2025. 
 
Mr. MacDonald stated that a lot of the region’s challenges for air pollutant concentrations are 
focused on stations in the eastern and northern parts of the region because of prevailing 
southwest winds. Pollutants generated within and outside of the NOACA region are generally 
carried southwest to northeast. He reminded the Subcommittee that he gave a presentation in 
the past where he talked about how a lake breeze can set up and create a damming effect when 
there are winds out of the southwest, especially light winds, which tend to trap pollutants that are 
generated by any industry in the valley. The region is a fairly large consolidated metropolitan 
statistical area that extends from Sandusky to Ashtabula to Canton. The pollutants generated by 
mobile sources are carried to the northeast, and they become concentrated in those stations 
northeast of Downtown Cleveland. Generally, Lorain County does not see exceedance because 
areas southwest in the region are primarily agricultural, and do not have the same level of 
emissions sources. 
 
Mr. Bryan Sokolowski stated that Mr. MacDonald handles forecasting for potential exceedance. 
Mr. Sokolowski stated that the implosion referenced by Mr. Gall could have caused a hyperlocal 
exceedance, an increase of emissions in that area. However, the nearest stationary monitoring 
sites are far from that area, with the closest one at St. Theodosius in Tremont. 
 
Mr. Gall stated that Avon Lake released a statement on its website that it has an independent 
group monitoring the demolition. However, the group has not said anything about it.  
 
Mr. MacDonald announced that $300,000 is available through the Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grants Program for organizations in Geauga, Lake, Lorain, and Medina counties. The funding 
supports planning and engagement proposals related to climate action and climate pollution 
reduction. The application deadline is April 14. NOACA hosted a webinar on March 13 to answer 
questions and assist applicants with the process.  
 
Mr. MacDonald stated that interested parties should contact him for additional information, as 
NOACA is coordinating information through its contract with the USEPA. 
 
Ms. Feke thanked Mr. MacDonald for the reminder.  
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Reports/Updates 
No reports or updates were made at this meeting.  
 
Old Business 
No old business was discussed at this meeting.  
 
New Business 
No new business was discussed at this meeting.  
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Rubens made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 a.m. Mr. David Hearne seconded the 
motion. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
The next regular Air Quality Subcommittee meeting will be held at the NOACA offices on June 20, 
2025, 9:00-10:30 a.m.  
 
Note: Additional information on the agenda items can be found on NOACA’s website and 
YouTube channel. 
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Air Quality Subcommittee 
2025 Attendance Record 

 
Meeting Dates 3/21/25 6/20/25 9/19/25 12/19/25 

ALAI, Samuel J. 
(David Schroedel, Alternate)     

CAPELLE, Ben 
(Brian J. Falkowski, Alternate) X    

FEKE, Maribeth  
(Samantha Metcalf, Alternate) X    

FISCHER, Tim 
(Corey Kurjian, Alternate) X    

GORRIS, Nick J.  
(James Dvorak, Alternate) X    

HARRISON, Aaron M.  
(Stephen D. Hambley, Alternate)     

HEARNE, David G.  
(Christina Yoka, Alternate) X    

MECHENBIER, Bert 
(Alternate TBD)     

RIDDELL, Jeff  
(John Gall, Alternate) A    

RUBENS, Sam 
(Julie Brown, Alternate) X    

SOKOLOWSKI, Bryan  
(David Salem, Alternate) X    

SORGE, Thomas  
(Corey Czinger, Alternate) X    

 
X = Member A = Alternate 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE:  June 13, 2025  
RE: SFY 2025 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program Applications 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action is requested at this time. This item is for information and discussion. 

BACKGROUND 
NOACA’s Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality (CMAQ) Program funds projects that reduce traffic 
congestion, improve air quality and help urban areas make progress toward meeting federal clean air 
standards. Approximately $40 million is available for the NOACA region for project implementation. 
Projects are selected through a statewide competitive process. 

In November 2012, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) directed the Ohio Association of 
Regional Councils (OARC) and its eight large Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) members to 
develop a statewide CMAQ Program. The primary goal is to reduce the amount of unspent funds and 
advance projects of statewide significance. Prior to the CMAQ program, ODOT sub-allocated funding to 
the individual MPO programs with a formula based on population within the air quality non-attainment 
areas. Under the statewide CMAQ Program, the Ohio Statewide Urban CMAQ Committee (OSUCC) 
replaces these individual MPO programs. These MPOs represent the greater regions of Akron, Canton, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, Toledo, and Youngstown.  

NOACA holds a program solicitation every two years. This year, NOACA accepted applications from March 
13 to May 2. Eligible projects include pedestrian and bicycle projects, transit improvement programs, 
congestion reduction and traffic flow improvements, travel demand management programs, and air quality 
education and outreach programs. NOACA staff held an applicant webinar on April 9. NOACA received 14 
applications. Staff have initiated evaluation and scoring of each CMAQ application in accordance with the 
new statewide program policy project scoring criteria: 

1. Project Type (10 points) 
2. Cost Effectiveness (20 points, scored at OSUCC level) 
3. Other Benefits (10 points) 
4. Existing Level of Service (15 points) 
5. Positive Impact on Level of Service (15 points) 
6. Status of Project (10 points) 
7. Non-Federal Match Commitments (10 points) 
8. Regional Priority (10, 7, 4, 2 points based on top four project priorities)  
9. History of Project Delivery (up to 10 points deduction) 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT 
Projects selected for the region will establish the initial CMAQ budgets for SFYs 2030-31. NOACA expects 
to receive approximately $40 million for implementing projects in SFYs 2030-2031. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will finalize project evaluation and scoring and then present the projects, along with input 
from the Subcommittee, to the Planning and Programming Committee for recommendation at its July 11 
meeting. Recommended projects will be presented for agency approval to the Board of Directors at the 
September 12 meeting. Lastly, staff will submit Board-recommended applications to OSUCC for evaluation 
against other statewide projects in Autumn 2025. OSUCC will then submit project recommendations to the 
OARC Executive Directors for final approval, likely at their November 2025 meeting. 
 
GG:EB:SW 
 
Attachment 1: SFY 2025 NOACA Region Statewide CMAQ Program Applications 
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Attachment: 2025 NOACA Region Statewide Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program Applications As of 5/30/2025

# County Sponsor Agency Project Name and Description Primary Project 
Type Total Cost CMAQ Funds 

Requested

Work phases  
requesting CMAQ 

funds

1 CUY CLEVELAND-A CITY VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION PROGRAM   Replacement of 12 fossil-fueled municipal fleet vehicles and installation of 52 electric vehicle chargers 
at City-owned facilities.

Alternative Fuels and 
Vehicles – Non-
Transit

8,340,000$               6,250,000$             Procurement, CO 

2 CUY CLEVELAND-B
CLEVELAND MOVES   Implementation of 13 road segment recommendations of the Cleveland Moves network, the city’s 5-year citywide transportation 
plan.  The segments' recommended treatments include: new sidewalks and curb cuts, bike lanes, delineators, crosswalks, signage, pedestrian signals, 
and updated pavement markings and lane paint

Pedestrian/Bicycle 4,315,532$               3,448,425$             CO 

3 CUY CLEVELAND-C E-BIKE REBATE PROGRAM   Implementation and administration of E-Bike rebate program to improve affordability of e-bikes.  Project goals include 
enhancing mobility, providing greater access to jobs and other services, and transportation freedom. Pedestrian/Bicycle 2,278,200$               2,278,200$            

 Program 
Implementation/

Operating 

4 CUY CLEVELAND HEIGHTS
WASHINGTON BOULEVARD MULTI-USE TRAIL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT   ±1.5-mile, 12-foot wide continuous, buffered, and ADA-compliant east-
west multiuse trail for pedestrians and cyclists along Washington Boulevard, from the northwestern edge of Cleveland Heights to Silsby Road near Walter 
Stinson Community Park.

Pedestrian/Bicycle 857,797$                  686,238$                CO 

5 CUY CLEVELAND 
METROPARKS

LAKE LINK TRAIL AND FRANKLIN ENHANCEMENTS   ±0.5-mile all purpose trail (APT) project will fill the gap in the Cleveland Foundation Centennial 
Lake Link Trail (CFCT), connecting on the south at Columbus Road to a phase constructed in 2015 and on the north at Old Detroit Road to a portion 
constructed in 2017 

Pedestrian/Bicycle 5,440,000$               1,016,761$             CO 

6 CUY GCRTA GCRTA BUS IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (2030-2032 VEHICLES)   Replacement of fifty-eight (58) 40 ft. CNG buses with new 40 ft. CNG buses. Transit Vehicle 
Replacements 57,000,000$             24,400,000$           Procurement 

7 CUY INDEPENDENCE

BRECKSVILLE ROAD & PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD TRAFFIC SIGNAL UPGRADE    Traffic signal upgrade project includes the 14 signalized 
intersections that make up the Brecksville Road Corridor and the Pleasant Valley Road Corridor within the City of Independence. Upgraded elements 
include controllers, detection, system hardware,
communications, and central software.

Roadway/Signals 1,346,929$               794,688$                CO 

8 CUY OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION

CUY-90 WB SMART LANE    Addition of a Smart Lane to I-90 WB from East 55th Street to I-77 Southbound. The Smart Lane would be a left lane part-
time hard shoulder running used during peak congestion periods/special events. Roadway/Signals 19,000,000$             4,000,000$             CO 

9 LAK LAKETRAN - A LAKETRAN VEHICLE REPLACEMENT PROJECT: DIESEL HEAVY DUTY COMMUTER BUSES   Replacement of six (6) diesel 40' heavy-duty 
coaches with new, more efficient diesel buses for Laketran's Commuter Express service to Cleveland.

Transit Vehicle 
Replacements  $               5,250,000  $            4,200,000  Procurement 

10 LAK LAKETRAN - B LAKETRAN VEHICLE REPLACEMENT PROJECT: DIAL-A-RIDE PARATRANSIT   Replacement of twenty-five (25) light transit vehicles with new, more 
efficient vehicles for Dial-a-Ride service.

Transit Vehicle 
Replacements 4,375,000$               3,500,000$             Procurement 

11 LAK MENTOR
CITY OF MENTOR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENTS   Project to improve Mentor’s traffic signal communications technology at 29 
intersections on U.S. 20, SR 615 and SR 84, relieve congestion by adding a left turn lane on U.S. 20 at the intersection of Sharonlee Drive, and increase 
motorist safety by installing reflective plates on thebacks of signals and illuminated street name signs (ISNS).

Roadway/Signals 5,721,488$               3,718,968$             PE, DD, CO 

12 LAK PAINESVILLE
CITY OF PAINESVILLE SIGNAL SYSTEM UPGRADE   Project focuses on revitalizing the traffic control
infrastructure, initated in 2023 with 14 intersection, with an additional 16 key intersections along arterial roadyways. Upgrades include replacement of traffic 
signal controllers with modern, efficient units with enhancement to vehicle detection capabilities.

Roadway/Signals 1,044,450$               825,116$                CO 

13 LOR LORAIN COUNTY TRANSIT LCT REVIVED 2030  Replacement of eight (8) gas Transit Vans and Minivans with new gas Transit Vans Transit Vehicle 
Replacements 1,000,000$            800,000$             Procurement 

14 LOR LORAIN

TRAFFIC DETECTION AND BRIDGE NOTIFICATION PROJECT   Installation of video detection systems at all signalized intersections citywide. The 
system will utilize cameras and intelligent software to detect vehicles in real-time, assess lane occupancy, and measure turning movements. Project also 
includes the installation of a Bridge Notification System for the Bascule Bridge giving drivers advance notice of bridge lifts and encouraging the use of 
alternate routes 

Roadway/Signals 1,230,014$            1,230,014$          CO 

TOTAL 117,199,410$   57,148,410$   
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE:  June 13, 2025  
RE:  Air Quality Public Education and Outreach 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action is required. The presentation is for informational purposes only. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
NOACA promotes air quality awareness in our region and encourages participation on the Gohio 
Commute platform. During CY2025, the Air Quality Planning Program provides education and outreach 
for the following projects and campaigns: 
 
Air Quality Advisories and Messaging 

• NOACA issues public advisories and messaging for any anticipated exceedance of a National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). When an exceedance is forecast, NOACA staff advise 
the public through airnow.gov, the National Weather Service, the NOACA website, email 
lists/newsletters, social media, radio, and the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
Statewide Traffic Management Center (TMC). The public can subscribe to receive email alerts 
on the NOACA Air Quality Advisories webpage. In addition to the advisory, NOACA staff include 
examples of alternative travel modes, such as walking, biking, riding public transit, carpooling, 
and vanpooling. 

 
Public Engagement Education and Outreach Activities 

• NOACA staff held a focus group meeting on May 7, 2025, for the Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grants (CPRG) Program hosted by Kent State University, Geauga Campus. The intent of this 
meeting was to focus on public input from low-income and disadvantaged communities 
(LIDACs) regarding priorities for climate action planning. 

• Air Quality Trends Report is posted on the NOACA website and as a press announcement. 
• Air Quality Awareness Week was celebrated from May 5-9, 2025. Staff used social media and 

the NOACA website to raise awareness.  
• Air Quality/Gohio Commute Media messaging: Channel 3/WKYC and Audacy media campaign 

messaging that reflects air quality and rideshare programs. 
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Gohio Commute Challenges 
• May CAR(bon) FREE Challenge: Promotion for month-long challenge conducted in May 2025. 

NOACA awarded weekly prizes to randomly selected participants. First, second, and third place 
winners received prizes donated through support from sponsors (Greater Cleveland Regional 
Transit Authority, Laketran, and University Circle Inc).  
 

Commuter Choice Awards (CCA) 
• Commuter Choice Awards registration will begin in June and end July 31, 2025. The CCA 

challenge for registrants will be held August 1-31, 2025.  
 
Upcoming Activities 

• 2025 Commuter Choice Awards 
• No-Idle Resources and Campaign 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will continue to update the Subcommittee on air quality public education and outreach 
efforts. 

GG:EB:KAM 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE:  June 13, 2025 
RE:  Gohio Commute Update and Performance Measures 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action is requested. This presentation is for informational purposes only. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
In partnership with the six (6) other largest metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) in Ohio, NOACA 
manages Gohio Commute, a multi-regional transportation demand management (TDM) platform. Gohio 
Commute, launched in April 2017, serves as a one-stop-shop trip planner for the NOACA region, with 
connectivity throughout Ohio. NOACA has worked to engage businesses, local governments, colleges, 
and other organizations to create their own subsites through the platform. These subsites enable 
organizations to offer their employees (or students) targeted incentives to choose healthier, more 
efficient modes of transportation. 

To evaluate the success of Gohio Commute, NOACA staff have developed a set of performance 
measures, which they track on a regular basis. These performance measures fall within four categories: 

1. User Metrics (e.g., registered users, logged trips) 
2. Outreach and Promotion Metrics (e.g., Gohio Commute workshops, subsites created) 
3. Systemwide Performance Metrics (e.g., non-drive alone trips, carbon dioxide (CO2) saved) 
4. Platform Administration and Enhancement Metrics (e.g., map layers, events created) 

 
Performance Period: January 1 – May 30, 2025: 

• 118 new users from the NOACA region compared to 149 for same period in 2024 
• 5,204 trips logged compared to 6,130 for same period in 2024 
• More than $14,000 saved in calculated commute costs 
• More than 12.7 tons of CO2 emissions avoided 

 
Performance since 2017 for NOACA region: 

• 8,087 registered users (4,801 active accounts) 
• 173,433 alternative mode trips 
• 121 subnetworks representing 79 different organizations 
• Users created 47 challenges, 57 incentives, and 186 events 
• More than $792,000 saved in calculated commuter costs and 616 tons of CO2 emissions 

avoided 

14



The Commuter Choice Awards (CCA) is an annual, friendly competition where local organizations 
compete to promote and implement sustainable practices. Launched in 2014, the CCA encouraged 
Northeast Ohio organizations to embrace sustainable transportation. In 2016 the CCA featured 30 
participating organizations. CCA participation included a pledge to make changes as a show of each 
organization’s support for alternative commuting. In 2017, the CCA saw a slight change in the 
methodology of the program. With the launch of Gohio Commute, staff added the Clean Air Challenge. 
This allowed organizations to increase their score based on employee commuting behavior. CCA’s goal 
is to recognize organizations who practice TDM and offer ways organizations can implement these 
practices. 
 
NOACA is currently conducting Gohio Commute and CCA outreach, with an emphasis on reintroducing 
organizations to the rideshare platform. Those who do not log trips regularly or attend Gohio Commute’s 
new “Office Hours” may miss platform updates. Examples include Commute Perks (March 2025) and 
the Gohio Commute app (May 2025). Commute Perks allows Gohio Commute users access to 
discounts on national and local brands. Commute Perks is available to any Gohio Commute user who 
logs five sustainable trips per month on the platform. The Gohio Commute app offers users the ability 
to log trips, organize carpools, and earn rewards through their phone. The app provides accessibility 
not previously available through a browser. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
NOACA’s current annual budget for the Gohio Commute platform is $10,000. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will continue to promote Gohio Commute to interested organizations and continue to work 
with RideAmigos to make additions/improvements to the user experience. 

GG:EB:AD 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE:  June 13, 2025 
RE:  2024 Air Quality Trends Report 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action required. This item is for information and presentation only. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
In its role as the air quality planning agency for Northeast Ohio, NOACA tracks and provides an annual 
update on the region’s air quality trends and its status for the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS). NOACA published the 2024 Air Quality Trends Report (CY2023 data) in April 2025.  
 
While air quality continues to improve in Northeast Ohio, the 2023 Canadian wildfires severely impacted 
air quality in the region. Below is a list of relevant updates: 
 

• Ground-level ozone (O3): The United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) 
designated Northeast Ohio (Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, Portage, and Summit 
Counties) as a “serious nonattainment” area for the 2015 O3 NAAQS (maximum eight-hour 
average concentration of 70ppb) on December 17, 2024. US EPA based such designation on 
2021-2023 three-year average O3 data. Both Lake and Cuyahoga Counties had design values 
that exceeded the NAAQS.  
 
The fourth-highest eight-hour maximum O3 level in Northeast Ohio during 2023 occurred in 
Cuyahoga County: 75 parts per billion (ppb). As a result, the three-year O3 value for Cuyahoga 
County during 2021-2023 was 73 ppb (Attachment 1). The three-year O3 value for Lake County 
was 74 ppb. Northeast Ohio experienced nine (9) days during which O3 levels exceeded the 70 
ppb NAAQS in 2023, up from seven (7) in 2022. 

Northeast Ohio’s attainment date for the 2015 O3 NAAQS is August 3, 2027. As this date occurs 
during the middle of the O3 season, the region will not have complete monitor data for 2027. As 
a result, U.S. EPA will base its evaluation on 2024-2026 monitor data. The region will have to 
implement additional emissions control measures (ECMs) under the Clean Air Act. Ohio EPA 
is currently working to identify potential ECMs, some of which will target mobile emissions and 
the transportation sector. Mobile emissions make up the largest share of O3 precursor 
emissions. 

 
• Coarse Particulate Matter (PM10):  Since 2006, there has been only one PM10 NAAQS, a daily 

(24-hour) standard. U.S. EPA revoked its annual standard in December 2006 because there 
was insufficient health-based evidence to continue it.  
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The 24-hour PM10 NAAQS is 150 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3). No county in Northeast 
Ohio is in nonattainment for the PM10 NAAQS. Cuyahoga County was redesignated as a 
maintenance area for PM10 effective January 10, 2001 (65 FR 77308).  
 
Northeast Ohio has consistently remained at or near zero PM10 exceedance days per year since 
1996. However, due to Canadian wildfire smoke, Northeast Ohio experienced one exceedance 
day in 2023; the first in the region since 2012. 

 
• Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5):  U.S. EPA strengthened the primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS to 

12 µg/m3 on January 15, 2013 (79 FR 3085). Both Cuyahoga and Lorain Counties were 
designated as nonattainment areas effective April 15, 20151. However, Cuyahoga and Lorain 
Counties were redesignated as maintenance areas effective April 12, 2019 (84 FR 14881).  
 
The highest monitored concentration in Northeast Ohio during 2023 occurred in Cuyahoga 
County. The primary annual PM2.5 value for Cuyahoga County was 13.5 micrograms per cubic 
meter (µg/m3), up from 11 µg/m3 in 2022. This concentration brought the three-year average for 
Cuyahoga up to 12.4 µg/m3 for 2021-2023, which exceeds the 2013 primary annual PM2.5 
NAAQS of 12 µg/m3

.  
 
On February 7, 2024, the US EPA strengthened the primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS from 12 
µg/m3 to 9 µg/m3, while retaining the primary and secondary 24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS. The US 
EPA plans to issue guidance on area designations by February 2026. Using this guidance, 
states must develop and submit attainment plans for areas that do not meet the revised primary 
annual PM2.5 NAAQS within 18 months of the EPA’s final designations. These designations will 
be based on the PM2.5 values during 2022-2024. Based on 2021-2023 PM2.5 values, the most 
recent years for which there is certified data, Cuyahoga County would be the only area in 
Northeast Ohio in nonattainment with a value of 12.4 µg/m3 (Attachment 2).  

• Carbin Monoxide:  There are two primary NAAQS for carbon monoxide. The one-hour NAAQS 
is an average concentration of 35 ppm, and the eight-hour NAAQS is an average concentration 
of 9 ppm. Cuyahoga County was designated as nonattainment for carbon monoxide from 1978 
to 1994 and is now in maintenance. 
 
While no part of Northeast Ohio is in nonattainment for carbon monoxide, the effects of the 
Canadian wildfire severely impacted carbon monoxide emissions in 2023. As shown in 
Attachment 3, the second maximum one-hour carbon monoxide concentration increased 
dramatically from 4.9 ppm to 19.8 ppm. Carbon monoxide concentrations fluctuate slightly year-
to-year, but they remain well below both the one-hour and eight-hour NAAQS. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact.  

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
NOACA staff will work with the Ohio EPA and US EPA to determine how these updates will affect 
Northeast Ohio. Staff will continue to update the Subcommittee, as necessary. 

GG:EB:KK 

Attachment 1: Three-Year Average, Eight-Hour O3 Readings (ppb) in Northeast Ohio (2011-2023) 

 
1 These designations are based on air quality monitoring data from 2011 to 2013. While Lorain County’s PM2.5 
emissions do not exceed the primary annual NAAQS during this time, the EPA designated the area as moderate 
nonattainment since the county contributes to the violation in Cuyahoga County.  
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Attachment 2: Maximum Three-Year Rolling Averages for Annual PM2.5 NAAQS (2011-2023) 
Attachment 3: Second Maximum One-Hour CO Concentrations (2009-2023)  
 
Attachment 1: Three-Year Average, Eight-Hour O3 Readings (ppb) in Northeast Ohio (2011-2023) 

 
Attachment 2: Maximum Three-Year Rolling Averages for Annual PM2.5 NAAQS (2011-2023)2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2 Attachment 2 depicts the data only from the highest value monitor in each county, for each year. The dashed 
black line represents the 2024 primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS, while the grey dashed line represents the 2013 
primary annual PM2.5 NAAQS.  

 
2011-
2013 

2012-
2014 

2013- 
2015 

2014- 
2016 

2015- 
2017 

2016- 
2018 

2017- 
2019 

2018-
2020 

2019-
2021 

2020-
2022 

2021- 
2023 

Ashtabula 75 72 69 70 70 70 69 66 66 67 70 

Cuyahoga 78 75 69 69 69 70 70 71 71 72 73 

Geauga 73 70 67 71 73 74 70 70 67 65 66 

Lake 80 78 73 75 74 75 73 74 73 74 74 

Lorain 71 69 63 66 66 68 64 62 59 60 62 

Medina 69 67 64 64 64 65 61 61 61 65 68 

Portage 67 64 61 61 63 64 63 63 63 67 69 

Summit 68 62 61 61 64 65 67 66 65 65 69 
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Attachment 3: Second Maximum One-Hour CO Concentrations (2009-2023)  
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  NOACA Air Quality Subcommittee 
FROM: Grace Gallucci, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer 
DATE:  June 13, 2025 
RE:  CY2025 Air Quality Forecast Accuracy (through May 31) 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action requested. This item is for information and presentation only. 

BACKGROUND/JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRENT ACTION 
Each year, NOACA forecasts daily peak eight-hour ground-level ozone concentrations and fine particulate 
matter concentrations. In 2025, daily forecasts for ozone began March 1 and will conclude October 31, 
while daily forecasts for fine particulate matter continue year-round. NOACA posts daily air quality 
forecasts through AirNowTech, in affiliation with the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. 
EPA). 

AirNowTech verification statistics show NOACA staff categorical forecasts of fine particulate matter for 
CY2025 (through May 31) were more accurate than the NOAA model runs against the Good/Moderate 
threshold (12.5 µg/m3). Against the Good/Moderate threshold, NOACA staff predicted fine particulate 
matter levels with 80% accuracy versus 74% accuracy for the 6Z and 12Z standard model runs and 74/75% 
accuracy for the 6Z/12Z bias-corrected model runs. Against the Moderate/Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups 
(USG) threshold (35 µg/m3), both NOACA staff and all NOAA model runs predicted fine particulate matter 
levels with 100% accuracy. There have been zero (0) exceedances in CY2025 through May 31. 

AirNowTech verification statistics show NOACA staff categorical forecasts of ozone were more accurate 
than those of the NOAA model runs against the Good/Moderate threshold (50ppb) and slightly less 
accurate than those of the model runs against the Moderate/USG threshold (70ppb). Against the 
Good/Moderate threshold, NOACA staff predicted ozone levels with 89% accuracy compared to 84/79% 
accuracy for the NOAA 6Z/6Z bias-corrected model runs and 87/79% accuracy for the NOAA 12Z/12Z 
bias-corrected model runs. Against the Moderate/USG threshold, NOACA staff predicted ozone levels with 
98% accuracy compared to 99% accuracy for the NOAA model runs. There has been one (1) exceedance 
in 2025 through May 31. 

For 2025, NOACA staff will provide NOAA personnel with forecast verification statistics on NOAA model 
performance throughout the ozone season (March 1-October 31). NOACA staff will also monitor its own 
forecast performance and collaborate with others to improve. 

  

20



 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There is no financial impact. 

CONCLUSION/NEXT STEPS 
Staff will consult and update the Air Quality Subcommittee throughout this process. 

GG:EB:JM 
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1/22/25 

 
 

TRAVEL OPTIONS FOR NOACA MEETINGS 
 
 
LOCATION 
NOACA is conveniently located in Cleveland’s central business district at 1299 Superior Avenue, on 
the NW corner of Superior and E. 13th Street. 
 
TRANSIT & BICYCLE TRAVEL TO NOACA 
NOACA is accessible by transit and bike.  

The NOACA office building is situated on several major and minor bus routes. You can plan your transit 
trip to NOACA by using trip planner tools or with information provided by the region’s public transit 
agencies: 

• GCRTA Trip Planner  
• Geauga County Transit 
• Laketran Trip Planner 
• Lorain County Transit service 
• Medina County Transit 

 
Bikes may be stored and locked at U-racks located directly in front of the building. 
 
PARKING (see map) 
NOACA can provide vouchers for parking in the garage located north of St. John’s Cathedral, on the 
south side of Rockwell Ave. just off E. 9th Street (marked in green on the attached map). Upon arrival 
at the NOACA building, please request a voucher from the receptionist. 
 
Other parking options in the vicinity of the NOACA office building include several surface lots. Please 
note NOACA is unable to provide reimbursement for any parking facility other than the Cathedral 
Plaza parking garage. 
 
Parking meters are located along E. 13th Street between Superior and Rockwell Avenues. Please heed 
parking signs and note any time restrictions. Payment may be made at these meters with quarters, 
credit card, or by using the ParkMobile mobile device application.  
 
Street parking is also available along Rockwell Avenue, east of E. 13th Street. 
 
TRAVEL ASSISTANCE AND SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 
If you need further assistance with travel to or special accommodation for parking at NOACA, please 
contact Lindy Burt at 216-241-2414, x. 108. 

https://tripplanner.riderta.com/
https://geaugatransit.org/about/
https://info.laketran.com/TripPlanner
https://www.loraincounty.com/lctransit/
https://medinacountytransit.org/
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