


French Creek Reservation Connector

This connection links The French Creek Reservation with the greater French Creek Greenway system. The
connector runs along Abbe and French Creek Roads within the existing roadway right-of-way, linking future
trails along Abbe Road to the south with French Creek Reservation trails to the north.

Multiple alternatives were considered for the alignment of this connector including both the east and west
sides of Abbe Road. Constructing the connector along the east side of Abbe Road would eliminate the
need for a mid-block pedestrian crossing at the existing Norfolk Southern railroad track crossing and allow
for a trail crossing at the existing Abbe and French Creek Road intersection. While the east side alternative
allows for a safer crossing, it encounters multiple constraints as well. As shown in picture 1 below, a large,

Final Plan | December 2019

deep drainage ditch lies along the edge of the existing right-of-way, along with a series of utility poles.
Construction of the connector trail within the existing right-of-way would require either relocation and/or
culverting of the ditch and/or utility pole relocations. The connector trail could be constructed to the east of
the large ditch, but private right-of-way from a series of private owners would need to be acquired. Neither
of these alternatives are as cost-effective or as appealing as utilizing the western side of Abbe Road.

In contrast, the western side of Abbe Road offers few impediments to trail construction. As shown in the
typical section below, there is eighteen feet of grass shoulder within the existing right-of-way. This width
could easily accommodate the future connector trail and require no private right-of-way acquisitions. The
western side is also free of utility poles, large ditches, and has no side street crossings to navigate. This made
the western side of Abbe Road the preferred route for the future connector trail.
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Major Considerations

1) Construct Trail on Western Side
of Abbe - Few Impediments in R/W
2) 1 Culvert Extension

Funding Sources

1) TLCI Implementation Grant
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Applicable Funding Sources

https://www.loraincountyhealth.com/healthygrants

Public Health

TLCl Implementation NOACA Bicycle & Pedestrian Construction $100k Min.- | 0% Early Fall
https://www.noaca.org/community-assistance-center/funding- Facilities, Traffic Calming No Max.
programs/transportation-for-livable-communities-initiative-tici
Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program NOACA Bicycle & Pedestrian Design No Max. 20% Dates Vary
https://www.noaca.org/community-assistance-center/funding- Facilities Construction
programs Right of Way
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality NOACA Bicycle & Pedestrian Design No Max. 20% Spring
https://www.noaca.org/community-assistance-center/funding- Facilities, Traffic Construction
programs Congestion Mitigation Right of Way
Clean Ohio Greenspace Conservation Program OPWC Open Space Acquisition, Design No Max. 50% August -
https://www.pwc.ohio.gov/Programs/All-OPWC-Funding-Programs Trail Development Construction October
Right of Way
State Capital Improvement Program OPWC Sidewalks - if paired with | Design No Max. 10% Repair August -
https://www.pwc.ohio.gov/Programs/All-OPWC-Funding-Programs roadway improvement Construction 50% Expansion |October
Right of Way
Safe Routes to School Program ODOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Design $400k 20% Early March
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/Divisions/Planning/ProgramManagement/ Facilities, Construction
HighwaySafety/ActiveTransportation/Pages/Funds.aspx Traffic Calming Righ t of Way
Nature Works Grant ODNR Park land Acquisition, Design Generally $75k | 25% May 1st
http://realestate.ohiodnr.gov/outdoor-recreation-facility-grants Walking Trails Construction to $100k
Right of Way
Recreational Trails Program ODNR Land Acquisition for Design $150k 20% February 1st
http://realestate.ohiodnr.gov/outdoor-recreation-facility-grants Trails, Trail or Trail head Construction
Construction Right of Way
Clean Ohio Trails Program ODNR Land Acquisition for Design $500k 25% February 1st
http://realestate.ohiodnr.gov/outdoor-recreation-facility-grants Trails, Trail or Trail head Construction
Construction Right of Way
Land & Water Conservation Fund ODNR Land Acquisition for Design $500k 50% November
http://realestate.ohiodnr.gov/outdoor-recreation-facility-grants Open Space or Trails, Trail | Construction (Even Years)
Construction Right of Way
Recycling & Litter Prevention Program - Scrap Tire Grant | OEPA Use of Recycled Tires for Construction $300k 100% January
https://epa.ohio.gov/Portals/41/grants/ROG.pdf Trail Development
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) Lorain County Bicycle & Pedestrian Construction No Max. N/A Annual
https://www.development.ohio.gov/cs/cs edcgrantee.htm Facilities
Healthy Places, Healthy People Grant Lorain County Walking Paths & Trails Construction No Max. 20% As Funds are

Available
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