

















2008 PARK-N-RIDE SURVEY LOCATIONS
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Conclusion

While there have been ridership losses for two of the five years between 2002 and 2007 at LAKETRAN
and Lorain County Transit, the overall trend for the five-year period has been an increase in transit
ridership from 5.7 percent for LCT to 41.4 percent for BTA. The combined ridership for all five transit

agencies considered in this report was 2,529 more riders in 2007 over 2006.

Park-N-Ride lots, belonging to GCRTA, LAKETRAN, and LCT, also showed an overall increase in
occupied spaces from 2007 to 2008: 4,662 in 2007 to 4,975 in 2008. This includes lots for buses and
trains. LCT had a decrease, but it only had ten parked vehicles in 2007 and went down to eight in 2008.

The gains in ridership and occupied spaces in the region’s Park-N-Ride lots might reflect the higher recent
gas prices and/or the increasing concern on the part of the public about the environment, but it will take
more time to see if this is a long-term trend. Although it is beyond the scope of this report to delve into
planning issues, NOACA has goals and strategies in its long range plan, Connections 2030, to work with
local transit agencies to increase transit use in the region.  Unfortunately, while transit ridership is
reported to be increasing all over the country, the NOACA region’s major transit agency is experiencing
severe fiscal problems due to the higher gas prices and a major reduction in funds received from the state.
These may mean large cuts in service and significantly higher cost to use transit; this in turn could result
in a loss of ridership. NOACA should look for ways to safeguard the health of the region’s transit

agencies.
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